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EAL Learners in Primary
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Two Part Online Professional Learning Experience
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2025-2026




Working Together Protocols

Mute microphones unless prompted

Please switch on your camera

Use chat box for questions during the session

For GDPR- no screenshots or recording of

the screen
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Oide

Supports

« Go to www.oide.ie >Primary>
InCIUSive Educati0n> EAL> ':“DE EA.L PEI-d|Et
Professional Learning
Materials to view this
PowerPoint Presentation

« Go to www.oide.ie >Primary>
Inclusive Education> EAL>
Resources to view the Padlet
for EAL

Click bo Vs (2
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http://www.oide.ie/
http://www.oide.ie

Introductions

nosro noxanosaATs BENVENUTO
s \WELCOME

Please use the chat box to BIENVENIDOS ;coatin
CROESO HaNTd WILLKOMMEN

TABTAU MOPV]ﬂHO Yy VlTEJTE

® FOGADTATAS

introduce yourself

R T FA”_TE POWITANIE

Say HELLO BUNVENITWELKOM
In any language you | MIREPRITUR L AUKIAMAS gh_
know! BEM-VIND QO nackago nrocumo

,D,O b POAO LLIAO. SOO DHAWEYN

ocros\EL KOMMERE S 163
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Two Part PLE

Part One

EAL Learners in Context and
EAL Pedagogies

Part Two

Teaching, Learning and
Assessment for EAL Learners
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Part One Learning Outcomes

EAL Learners in Context

 Build awareness of EAL Learners in our schools and the need for
a strengths/assets-based approach.

« Explore ways to make EAL learners and their families feel welcome.

* |dentify some translation tools to support communication with families.
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Part One Learning Outcomes

EAL pedagogies

 Build awareness of BICS and CALP

* Explore how language develops for a Language Learner

* Explore Plurilingualism
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Learning environment and culture

An Timpeallacht Foghlama agus Cultur -

Prepayatlon for Teaching and
Learning - Guidance for All
Preparation for teaching and learning Primary and Special Schools
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Key Messages

An inclusive school culture is one that provides
opportunities for EAL learners to use their home
language to help them access the overall

curriculum and participate fully in school life.

Collaboration between all school staff is essential
for fostering an inclusive learning environment that

supports EAL learners.

| Oide

A classroom environment in which communication is
valued and promoted will support the inclusion of
all learners and the development of their linguistic

repertoire across multiple languages.

The Primary Lanquage Curriculum reflects the

linguistic and cultural diversity visible in Primary

schools and supports all learners in their language

learning and development.
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Inclusion
Supporting EAL Learners Supports All Learners.

Inclusion is the responsibility of the whole school community with a
Whole School Approaches shared understanding of the need for all to experience belonging
and connectedness, and a sense of being valued members of that
community.

An inclusive school culture ensures that, to the greatest extent

Home/School/Community
Support

Mainstream Classroom

possible, learners can be present, participate, achieve and be

supported in mainstream education settings e

Guidelines for Primary Schools
Supporting Children with Special
Educational Needs in Mainstream Classes

DE, 2024, p.8

SET/EAL Setting
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Continuum of Support and EAL learners

Schools use the Continuum of Support
framework to identify learning needs, plan,
implement and review intervention for all
children.

Supporting Children with Special

This is consistent with a unified and coordinated
approach to planning.

Guidelines for Primary Schools 2024 p.17
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Knowledge of the EAL Learner

Using Inclusive Language

Schools of
Sanctuary
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Who are EAL Learners?

“‘I'am & year old Polish
girl in Senior Infants. My
parents moved to
Ireland before | was
born. | speak Polish at

home with my family.”

Zofia

“l am 7 year old
Bulgarian boy who has
recently arrived in
Ireland. | am in 1st
Class. | have no
experience of formal
schooling, | do not yet
speak English. We speak
Bulgarian at home.”

Anton

2

Q
A A

“lam a 9 year old
Georgian boy who
lives in an
International
Protection
Accommodation
Centre (Direct
Provision) with my
parents and sister. |
arrived in Ireland in
September 2024
and have started to
learn English.”

Zurab i /

“I'am a 7 year old
Roma girl, | was born
in Ireland. | started
school this year. I live
with my extended
family and my older
sister is the first
person to read and
write in my family.”

Elena

A

(7 | Oide

“l am ten years old, |
moved here with my
mother from Ukraine
three weeks ago to
live with my cousins. |
speak Russian and
Ukrainian and | love
building lego.”

Igor
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Inclusion of EAL learners

| want
to feel
safe

| want
to feel
like |

belong

In what ways

dare we
supporting EAL
| want to form |eamerS ?
relationships
with my
classmates and
teachers

| want my
unigue
strengths and
talents to be
noticed

)
2
-
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« Tour of School
« School Enrolment Forms and EAL data capture form

 School Website
 Welcome booklets/Welcome letter

* Dept of Education information

e Social Media

* Daily school communications Oide Primary EAL Padlet

« Multilingual Meetings Panels 3 - 6
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A Strengths Based/Assets Based
Approach

“What will happen when we think about what is right with people

rather than fixating on what is wrong with them?”

Donald Clifton
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Support Materials: Insights series

Department of Education and Youth

Nurturing English as an Additional Nurturing English as an
Language — Primary Schools Additional Language — Parents

& o e
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= interactions. Inspectors note these opportunities n
TN can arise o f

Padlet Panel 18: Teacher Professional learning

Tacl leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders

Scoile agus Muinteoiri and Teachers



Break Oide
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Learning environment and culture

An Timpeallacht Foghlama agus Cultur -

Prepayatlon for Teaching and
Learning - Guidance for All
Preparation for teaching and learning Primary and Special Schools
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Knowledge of Pedagogy Oide

Cummins' Iceberg Theory of Language Development

BICS
Basic Interpersonal
Communication Skills

CALP

Cognitive Academic
Language Proficiency
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Knowledge of Pedagogy

Cummins' Iceberg Theory of Language Development

* Pre-Production (Silent Period)

« BICS upto 2years

« CALP 5 -7 years

It can take a long time to learn a language!!
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What to Expect During the Stages of
Second/Additional Language Acquisition

Children may engage in a “silent phase.” _>\\_‘_\
Children may code-switch. £ i
Children may use supports/scaffolding to ot o

communicate needs and wants.

Promote the use of home languages whilst

acquiring additional languages
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Knowledge of Pedagogy

Jim Cummins' Iceberg Theory of Language Development
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Oide

Knowledge of Pedagogy

Role of the Class Teacher:

The class teacher has primary responsibility for the education of all pupils in their classes.
Accordingly, they should ensure that they prepare their lessons carefully to address
the diverse language needs within the classroom. Consideration should be given to
pupils’ language needs in support of their overall classroom participation (or BICS
needs) as well as the need to appropriately structure learning experiences to support

pupils’ understanding of curriculum concepts (CALP).

Circular 0011/2025
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Knowledge of Pedagogy
Role of the EAL/SET Teacher

EAL language support teachers provide support and reinforcement to the pupil’s language
learning both in mainstream settings, through team teaching approaches or through support
lessons, if required. They may find themselves supporting the pupil’s BICS/CALP to varying degrees
depending on overall language progression and need. This may include shorter periods of focus

primarily BICS and/or CALP needs as well as more sustained periods on CALP development in

particular given its necessity for widespread curriculum access and understanding.
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Knowledge of Pedagogy
Home Language

Effective practice for children and young people learning EAL requires g |soee.

schools to acknowledge and foster their home languages. By using w

and maintaining the home language, children and young people can

__ Post-primary school inspections of
S REnRglish Additional Language

better access and understand academic content appropriate to their
age and stage of development in the second language. Maintaining the
home language also serves to recognise and support the child’s

identity and sense of self, which are important contributors to overall

wellbeing.

Circular 0011/2025
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Use Scaffolding Strategies

| Oide

Modelling and :
Digital Tools and Gestures Irr;[ﬁntg)nndal Sarrr’:g gr
Translation Software [l (TPR=Total Physical SEEDE I
Response)

Connect to
Home language as a| background
scaffold knowledge and prior
learning

Sentence structures: |
sentence frames,
stems and starters

Pre-teaching key
vocabulary

Read aloud
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Oide

Plurilingualism in Action

"When you
bring in the
home
languages the
lights come on”

Dr. Déirdre Kirwan
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L ote4Kids Dual Language Stories (Oide

(FREE with Library Card)

BOOKS SIGN ACTIVITIES STAFF ACCESS MOBILE APP CONTACT US LOGOUT

Home > MemberHome

Welcome to
LOTE4Kids!

m Combhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe

e O = _ 8

The
!T*IHTE 4Kid
B = ke
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A Curriculum for All Learners

‘The Primary Language Curriculum is an integrated
curriculum that emphasises connections within and
across languages and promotes high-quality language
learning. It encourages a plurilingual approach to
language learning and teaching that draws on the
knowledge and experiences of languages that children

Language Specification bring to the classroom.’

For Primary and Special Schools Language CurriCU |Um 2025

w!:‘! | )| Na ag b eanh

English-medium schools

'Underpinning this is the recognition that every child has
their own unique linguistic repertoire which is shaped by
their experiences since birth.’

Language Curriculum 2025
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Reflections

What is your key
takeaway

in terms of

EAL Learners?
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End of Part One

Date and time of next
session
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Two Part Online Professional Learning Experience

PART TWO
2025-2026




Working Together Protocols

Mute microphones unless prompted

Please switch on your camera

Use chat box for questions during the session

For GDPR- no screenshots or recording of

the screen
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Guidance for Preparation for Teaching and

Learning

Learning environment and culture
An Timpeallacht Foghlama agus Cultur

Preparation for teaching and learning
Ullmhtchdn don Teagasc agus don Fhoghlaim

Knowledge of Knowledge of Knowledge of
the eurriculum children and pedagogy
their prior
Cur amach ar an Learning Cur amach ar an
Acuraclam wicleolaiocht
Cur amach ar na
pdisti agus a
réamhfhoghlaim
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Teachers as committed, skilful and agentic professionals
Muinteoiri mar ghairmithe tiomanta, oilte agus gniomhaiocha

Prepayation for Teaching and
Learning - Guidance for All
Primary and Special Schools
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Part Two Learning Outcomes

Teaching, Learning & Assessment for EAL Learners

explore teaching, learning and assessment strategies to

support EAL learners.

be aware of the supports available through Oide for the
Inclusion of EAL learners for whole school, classroom and

SET/EAL contexts.
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Key Messages

An inclusive school culture is one that provides
opportunities for EAL learners to use their home
language to help them access the overall

curriculum and participate fully in school life.

Collaboration between all school staff is essential
for fostering an inclusive learning environment that

supports EAL learners.

| Oide

A classroom environment in which communication is
valued and promoted will support the inclusion of
all learners and the development of their linguistic

repertoire across multiple languages.

The Primary Lanquage Curriculum reflects the

linguistic and cultural diversity visible in Primary

schools and supports all learners in their language

learning and development.
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Knowledge of Pedagogy Oide

Cummins' Iceberg Theory of Language Development

BICS
Basic Interpersonal
Communication Skills

CALP

Cognitive Academic
Language Proficiency
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Knowledge of the Curriculum Oide

Assessing Language Proficiency

CEFR Language Proficiency Levels: 13 Themes based
Common European Framework for on CEFR Levels
References of Languages

c2

c1 B1 Threshold
A2 Way 5tage
B2 A1 Breakthrough

B1
Working towards
A2 pre-literate

Working towards
A1 literate
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Knowledge of the Curriculum

Assessing Language Proficiency

® O O O

There are three sets of assessments of the
Primary School Assessment Kit (PSAK):

SET 1 (Placement)

SET 2

SET 3

Assessments are carried out for each of the
four skills; listening, speaking, reading, and
writing.

The PSAK is the tool teachers use to assess
Language Proficiency in Irish Primary
Schools.
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Knowledge of the Curriculum
Primary School Assessment Kit Administration

* PSAK SET 1 (Placement) Test for new entrants should be administered three to four weeks after the
EAL learner has arrived in the country.

* There are no specific timeframes for the administration of the remaining sets (SET 2 and SET 3) of the
PSAK.* Teachers are best placed to decide where to begin the test using their knowledge of the EAL
learner.

* For learners who have been tested previously using the PSAK, the teacher may decide to resume the
test where they left off, to begin a new set or to start at a lower point on the test.

* Itis not advisable or beneficial to test pupils on the PSAK multiple times a year.

*The PSAK results for Criteria B pupils should be within three months of application. The rationale for this is to ensure
the language proficiency benchmarks of the learners requiring support for EAL are current. Schools must retain the
records of the language assessment as well as the most current allocations form Prim-EAL 2025-2026.
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Primary Curriculum Framework
Continuum of Assessment

[ w 4 \ ™ w
INTUITIVE ASSESSMENT PLANNED INTERACTIONS ASSESSMENT EVENTS
Unplanned, unrecorded, More visible, may be recorded, and related Distinct, visible, recorded events
and ongoing to Learning Outcomes/competencies Children are usually aware
Children usually unaware Children may or may not be aware they are being assessed
they are being assessed they are being assessed
Example Example Example
posing appropriate questions to asking children to construct concept teacher designed tests/quizzes;
scaffold learning; being flexible maps to communicate their current externally constructed standardised
and responsive to indications of understanding of a topic; conferencing assessments; diagnostic assessments
children’s misconceptions with a child about a piece of work
Primary Curriculum

Framework é \ ) = J N J
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Teaching and Learning
Use Scaffolding Strategies

Modelling and
Digital Tools and Gestures
Translation Software [ (TPR=Total Physical
Response)

Intentional small
group and partner
work

Connect to
background
a scaffold knowledge and prior
learning

Sentence structures:|
sentence frames,
stems and starters

Pre-teaching key
vocabulary

Read aloud
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What scaffolding strategies are working
well for you?

Go to Breakout Room (7min)
and return to share
ONE example
of good practice in relation to
the Scaffolding Strategies




Break Oide
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Accessing the Curriculum

Co

~

B Havane neta Mope Bce emé
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In the early summer, the
sea is still frozen over, -
except for the breathing
holes used by seals.

UCnonb3yemblx oo
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BblNE3aTb U3 BOALI BHU3Y, YTO6LI NoAbIWAaTL

BO3A4yXOM Yepes fibipy BO nbay. bensie measeau
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ry ow and again, a seal must come | XAyT TioneHeil. Ecnu ronoea TioneHs

up from the water below to take a breath \[eb:cxoqwinasmona»omuﬁ MefBeab nonbiTaeTcs
of air through a hole in the ice. Polar 'I_‘torinwaTbeeMOUlHOt?"aHOﬁ-
bears wait for the seals. If a seal's head
pops up, the watching bear will try to stun

it with its powerful paw.
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MeABEeAM NbITAIOTCA K HAM MOAKPACTLCS.
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When seals pull themselves out onto the
ice to rest, the bears try to sneak up on
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them. White fur is good camouflage. But *% Translate | 2 Search
seals notice any movement, and often slip o
i th ter, just in time.
back into the water, jus Translated text
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Using Book Creator to Support Language(

L earners

It was May 13, 2003 when | was born  llooked at my mom and | saw her

| Oide

in a hospital at Kabul, Afghanistan. cooking food for us and our guests
Before | was born my parents chose my uncles and aunts. | heard
the name Sajjad for me. chattering in living room where
everybody was sitting. @ @ * 0 ee 38% ¢ Ottt

)

R4S e 2003 25 13 4 o (Seee
SE Sl e ) s s
28 LA ) ya ali o pale 5 o el Liin 4) (e 4S5

Lol
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Teaching Vocabulary

Pre-teach
Vocabulary

Word
Association

Examples/
Non-Examples

Provide
Visuals

Teach Words
in Context

Morphology

Graphic
Organiser

Personal
Bilingual
Glossary

Commitment
to use
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Teaching Vocabulary

Frayer Model of Vocabulary - Shark

Mv Definition (in my own Facts/Characteristics

lanquage or words)

-Sharks have no bones
-Cold-blooded
-Good eyesight

My word in a sentence
The whale shark is the biggest shark in the

world.

Examples / Non-Examples

-Baby sharks / Octopus
-Hammerhead / Dolphin Sentence Frame
A Is biggerthana
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Oide

Pre-teaching Key Vocabulary

Google

=28 sheets
A B C D
English Arabic ‘ French Irish
blue B bleu gorm
red ea] rouge dearg
yellow sl jaune bui
green padl vert glas
orange Sl orange Oraiste
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' Oide

In Russian class...

lansuagesconnectie v |

Tacd leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Muinteoiri and Teachers



Transfer of Skills Supports ALL Learners

« Conventions of Print
* Word Recognition and Decoding

Sk|||S » Spelling Strategies
« Comprehension Strategies

Transfer R

\ * Phonological Awareness and Phonemic Awareness

* Writing to Communicate
* Writing Process
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EAL Supports for

®  Oide Primary EAL Support

Leading the Inclusion of EAL Learners in Primary S

==
Key Messages
that frame our work

Key Message 1

An inclusive school culture is one
that provides opportunities for EAL
learners fo use their home
language 1o help them access the
overall curriculum and participate
fully in school life.

w

Key Message 2

A classroom environment in which
communication is valued and
promoted will support the inclusion
of all learners and the development

e
Oide Primary EAL
Supports

EAL: Online Professional
Learning Event
(7 Oide

Supporting the Inclusion of EAL Learners

Two-Part Online Professional Learning
Event

Supporting
Learners

0 Part Online

-3- Getting to
Know The Learners
and Families in
Your School

The Initial Meeting with a
New Learner/Family - How
Can We Prepare?

@, SUPPORTING 2>+
o CULTURALLY &
LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE
LEARNERS

The initial meeting - how can we prepare?

-4- Creating an
Inclusive School
Environment

Creating an Inclusive
School Environment

An Roinn Oideachais
Department of Education

Creating an inclusive school
environment

*An inclusive school environment

ms linguistic

It is important that schools have

Droichead Induction Primary Post-Primary Irish-medium Education Leadership

Digital Technology

(@ l Oide

Primary and Post-primary

Prodt + + . .
B Droichead Junior Cycle Registration School Support
Coming Soon Apply/Book Here Apply/Book Here
PPTX

Consid

been it

QOide Primary EAL Padlet

@OQidelnclusivekd

Qide School Support for EAL

Oide Inclusion Seminars series in
Education Centres (Term 2 2026)
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https://oide.ie/apply-book-now/schools/
https://oide.ie/apply-book-now/schools/
https://oide.ie/apply-book-now/schools/
https://oide.ie/apply-book-now/schools/
https://padlet.com/PDSTLanguage/pcbnf205l0r10nb9
https://padlet.com/PDSTLanguage/pcbnf205l0r10nb9

NEPS Supports

For more information,
please see Panel 16 of the
Oide Primary EAL Padlet.

Register for NEPS courses

through your local
Education Centre.

An Roinn Oideachais An tSeirbhis Naisianta
agus Oige S laiochta Oid hai
Department of
Education and Youth

Narional Educational
Psychological Service

NEPS Support and Development for Primary Schools
For more details and to register visit: www.esci.ie

Embracing Cultural and Linguistic Diversity
This webinar reflects on cultural and linguistic diversity in Ireland and provides

examples of good practice in schools.
3.30pm — 4.15Spm Waednesday. 15 October 2025

Webinar 1:
3.30pm - 4.15pm Wednesday. S November 2025

Webinar 2:

Reluctant School Attendance
This webinar provides information on how to manage Reluctant School Attendance

and School Avoidance Behaviour.
Webinar 1: 3.15pm - 4.30pm Tuesday, 21 October 2025

Introducing Trauma-informed Practice
This webinar is a taster session for the online e-learning training.
Webinar 1: 4.15pm - S5.15pm Tuesday., 14 October 2025
Webinar 2: 4.15pm - 5.15pm, Tuesday. 11 November 2025

NEPS E-Learning Supports and Courses
Responding to critical incidents
= This self-paced course supports schools in preparing for and responding to critical
incidents. Visit: https:#elearning.education.ie/browse/neps/courses/responding-to-

critical-incidents

Introducing Trauma-informed Practice
This course introduces all staff to whole school and class approaches to trauma

informed practice. Visit: https:/elearning.education.ie/browse/neps/courses/wellbeing

Welcome to our school
The Welcome to our Schools’ video provides information and strategies to welcome and

include children in schools following their arrival in Ireland.

Visit: https: /youtu.be/UR-tWbApwrQ

FRIENDS
- NEW Online Training for teachers, Friends for Life (upper primary) and Fun Friends
(lower primary) designed to prevent anxiety and build resilience in pupils .

Register with FRIENDS at: www friendsresilience.org.

er with your Local Education Support Centre. Visit ie for more information

re there are multiple webinar options for a topic., pk select only one date
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Reflections

What is your key
takeaway

in terms of

EAL Learners?
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End of Part Two of Two

't forget that school is a umque | " .
;i‘ace where every teacherisa .l 705
| anguage teacher and every student

is alanguage learner.” -
o Margo Gottlieb in Education Week Teacher | ARIGATO Tk TACK

.
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