
Junior Cycle CSPE

Enhancing Student Engagement with Democracy and 

Developing Student Learning Through the Citizenship 

Action Record



This day is not being recorded.

• find the link in your email

• launch Zoom meeting

• enter your name

• wait to be admitted

If you lose connection:
Please mute 

your microphone when not 

speaking but use the chat 

anytime.

We invite you to leave 

your camera on for the 

duration, but especially in 

Breakout Rooms.

Using Zoom



Key Documents  



Key Skills Continuum of Learning 

Junior Cycle Senior Cycle



Break

Session 2
Exploring how

to support 

student thinking 

about democracy in 

CSPE

Lunch

Session 3
Developing 

student learning 

through 

the Citizenship 

Action Record

9:30-11:00 11:00-11:15 11:20-13:00 13:00-14:00 14:00-15:30

Today’s Timeline

Session 1
Enhancing 

student 

engagement with 

democracy in the 

CSPE classroom



Session 1

Enhancing student 
engagement with 
democracy in the 
CSPE classroom



Learning Intentions

Explore strategies to make learning 
about democracy engaging for       

our students

Consider and create learning 
experiences which support student 

understanding of democracy



'Election'

1. What does this clip reveal 
about the nature of 
democracy?

2. How could this clip be used 
to get students to think 
critically about democracy?

Click the image to play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yisFmY4OAbs


Exploring democracy :
opportunities and challenges?



Building empathy with world democracy

The Economist Intelligence 

Unit, Statista, 2023.

Takes into account the 

electoral process, pluralism, 

civil liberties, the functioning 

of government, political 

participation and

political culture.



Building empathy with world democracy

1. Which countries would you 
select for students to 
learn about strong and 
weak examples of 
democracy?

2. What could we ask students 
to consider when searching 
for strong and weak 
examples of democracy?



Possible strategies and approaches

• Research the extent to 
which women have a voice 
in a different democracies

• Role play a conversation 
between people from 
two different countries on a 
particular right or set of 
rights

• Analyse the work of state 
media in democratic and 
non-democratic countries



Teaching democracy through the media



How to enhance student exploration 
of democracy in your classroom?



Real or Fake?

Just following instructions……it’s called the Nuremburg defence.   

TD Catherine Murphy on RTE payments

The necessary transformation of which I speak and of which my 

presidency will be a part is built on turning creative possibilities 

into economic opportunities. 

President Michael D.Higgins

There will still be an ability for people to offend other people, you’re 

not going to have a right to not be offended after this.      

Minister for Justice Helen McEntee



Sample Actions for Exploring Democracy



Sample Actions Padlet



Share Our Thoughts

Click the image to access website

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/visit-and-learn/teachers-and-students/junior-cycle/#:~:text=Exploring%20democracy%20comprises%2020%20lesson,tick%20off%20each%20learning%20objective


Connecting Across the Strands

How are you doing?





What could an integrated approach 
look like?
1.5 share stories of 

individuals or groups who 

inspire them because of 

their work for human rights

3.11 investigate how 

individuals or groups have 

used the law to bring about 

change in society

2.8 identify one person and 

one institution with power 

and influence in the world 

today, explaining the role 

of each



Democracy Across the Strands

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/BRdhdIyj3qs


Working with Democracy Across the 
Strands in CSPE



Our thoughts… 

Please appoint one person per 

breakout room to give feedback 

when we return to the main room



Break time 11:00-11:20

• Enjoy your break

• Turn off your mic and camera

• See you in 20 minutes
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