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Online Participation

You are invited to use your 

camera throughout the 

session, especially in the 

breakout rooms

Please unmute to contribute 

to the conversation at any 

stage or use the chat 

function

To rejoin the call, use the link in 

your email. You will be admitted 

from the waiting room as soon 

as possible 

This session is not being recorded



Oide History 



Learning in Focus

We will explore how to support student participation within CSPE by: 

o Considering approaches that encourage active student voice and 

student agency

o Exploring classroom practices that support meaningful engagement 

with the Citizenship Action



CSPE

▪ A core pillar of the Wellbeing programme

▪ CSPE places active reflective citizenship at the 

centre of the learning process

▪ CSPE helps students to question, critique and 

evaluate what is happening in the world

▪ CSPE prompts students to consider how to 

create a more sustainable future for all

❑ Rights and Responsibilities – Strand 1

❑ Global citizenship – Strand 2 

❑ Exploring democracy – Strand 3



Developing Relationships in the Wider 
Community Through the CSPE Classroom

Working with Others

• Developing good relationships

• Co-operating 

• Contributing to making the world a 

better place 

• Learning with others 

Relationships

• Student / teacher relationships

• Peer relationships

• Student voice

• Partnerships with parents/guardians, 

community and wider supports



Supporting Active Student Participation 
and Voice in Citizenship Actions



Student Participation in CSPE

“It (CSPE) helps students to question, critique and evaluate what is 

happening in the world; provides students with an understanding of their 

human rights and social responsibilities; prompts students to consider 

how to create a more sustainable future for all; fosters an awareness of 

what it means to live responsibly in a democracy” p. 4

“Within a changing education landscape that recognises 

young people’s right to have their voices heard in matters that 

affect them, there is a growing awareness that voice is not 

enough. A key question is how to ensure that their 

participation is really meaningful.” p. 24



Model for Participation 

• Space: be given safe, inclusive 

opportunities to form and express their 

views

• Voice: be facilitated to express their 

views in a way that works for them

• Audience: their views must be 

listened to by someone who can make 

change

• Influence: their views must be acted 

upon, as appropriate



Considerations for Supporting
Meaningful Engagement by Students

Junior Cycle Wellbeing Guidelines, 2021 p. 25



Student Voice in the CSPE classroom

What opportunities are there in the 

CSPE classroom for students to use 

their voice and make choices related 

to their learning?

 



Exploring Student Voice

• Acknowledge pre-existing connections to wider community

• Identify further avenues to engage

• Assess opportunities/events that already exist

• Explore opportunities/events that they could plan, organise and 
execute

• Venues and dates could have extra significance given the 
message or contributions the students wish to make

• Possibilities for presenting progress and learning

• Reflecting on action and influence



Agency in Citizenship Actions 

“CSPE provides opportunities for students to 

gain confidence, resilience and a sense of 

agency as they participate in actions and 

connect with a wider community working to 

help build a more equal, just and sustainable 

future.”
  Short Course CSPE:

 Specification for Junior Cycle, p.10



Citizenship Action in CSPE

• It is expected that students will engage in 

action as part of their learning in each of and 

across the three strands. 

• Sample actions in the specification are 

indicative not prescriptive

• Students can be encouraged to maintain a 

reflection journal to help them reflect on their 

learning throughout the course.



What Considerations Inform Citizenship 
Actions?



Meaningful Action

“Collaborative and active learning 

and the development of skills in 

citizenship, research, reflection 

and action are integrated across 

each of the three strands.”

Short Course CSPE:

 Specification for Junior Cycle, p.10



Teacher Testimony

Michael Collins

CSPE teacher 

Coláiste na Trócaire,

Rathkeale,

Co Limerick

https://vimeo.com/1195330815


Model Calendar, 202-

• How could the timing of 
events in the school (or in 
the local community) 
provide springboards for 
students into a Citizenship 
Action?

• As well as school-based 
activities, what events 
might be occurring in the 
local community, nation or 
wider world that students 
could engage with?

Jan 5th School 
reopens for new 

term

12-14th Twin town 
–visiting school 

from Latvia

Feb 2nd Bank 
Holiday in honour 

of St Brigid

Feb 9-13th Global 
Citizenship week  

202X

Feb 16th Mid-term

March 4th TD to 
officially open 
new school 

biodiversity zone

March 8th 
International 

Women's Day

March 23rd 
Student Council 

town hall meeting 
with 2nd Years

April 6th School 
closes for Easter



Possible connections with your school 
and/or local community



Possible connections with your school 
and/or local community



Supports for Citizenship Action



Student Testimony

Scoil Chonglais Post Primary School,

Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow

https://vimeo.com/1195331789


How Do You Support Meaningful Student 
Engagement with the Citizenship Action?

What are Citizenship 

Actions that support?

What are Citizenship 

Actions that stretch? 



How Can We Support Meaningful Student 
Reflection in the CSPE Classroom?

“As learners engage actively in 

iterative cycles of anticipation, 

action and reflection, they can 

gain a sense of responsibility 

because they feel more connected 

to the issues and problems being 

examined.” 

OECD future and Education Skills 2030 

Conceptual learning framework, p.7



OECD Learning Compass 2030 and 
Agency

“When students are agents in their learning, 

they are more likely to have ‘learned how to 

learn’ – an invaluable skill that they can use 

throughout their lives.”

OECD Future and Education Skills 2030

Conceptual Learning Framework, p. 2

OECD Future of Education and Skills 2030 p. 61



Classroom-Based Assessment: Citizenship 
Action Record

• Students are expected to create an Action Record for one 

of their Citizenship actions as their Classroom-Based 

Assessment.

• Students create this record to showcase how they have 

actively engaged with a CSPE issue of their choice, 

demonstrating their learning, skills, engagement and 

reflections.

• The Classroom-Based Assessment for the CSPE short 

course can be completed in second or third year.

• The Classroom-based Assessment can be produced in 

written, digital, visual or audio formats and it may be 

supported through the use of an interview or presentation.



Features of Quality



How do you encourage creativity in the 
Citizenship Action record?

• Problem-solving

• Expression of ideas

• Multi-media

• Reflection 

• Critical thinking

• Awareness of their audience(s) 

• Curiosity 



Existing Supports for CBAs

• NCCA Short Course CSPE 

Specification

• NCCA Assessment 

Guidelines 2019

• Examples of Student Work

• Wellbeing Guidelines 2021

www.curriculumonline.ie

http://www.curriculumonline.ie/


Reflection



Existing Supports

• Full Day Professional 

Learning Event in Spring

• Collaboratives

• School Support 

• Oide website

• Scoilnet



A Final Note
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