
Working 
with 
others

Participating   
in 
society

Cultivating
wellbeing

Managing 
learning 
and self

Being
creative

This competency is about coming up with novel ideas, questions, 

thinking, theories, solutions, and creative works, often by playing 

with and combining existing concepts in new ways, and by 

embracing divergent thinking, the power of human imagination and the potential of technologies. 

Being creative can benefit individuals, groups, communities and society and can result in 

innovation. Creativity can help human beings to navigate difficult problems. Developing strategies, 

habits of mind and dispositions which nurture creativity can help students to develop and sustain 

a personal response to their learning. 

Thinking and 
solving 
problems
This competency is about students using logic and reason to make well-thought-out decisions, 

decide what to do next, and to craft questions, responses and solutions. They figure out what works 

and what doesn’t work in terms of their thinking strategies and the way they approach tasks. They 

try to improve their thinking and problem-solving using different approaches, including dialogue, 

study, feedback, reflection and continued practice. 

Communicating
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This competency is about meaningfully interacting with others 

and gaining a deeper understanding of how important communication 

is to human relationships. Through this competency, students further develop their communicative 

repertoire. They communicate to make connections and to share their thoughts, feelings and ideas 

in a clear, authentic and effective way. They develop habits and nurture dispositions which support 

their capacity to communicate, in person and using various media.
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Key competencies is an umbrella term which refers to the knowledge, skills, values 

and dispositions students develop in an integrated way during senior cycle

The key competencies come to life through the learning experiences and 

pedagogies teachers choose and through students’ responses to them. Students 

can and should be helped to develop their key competencies irrespective of their 

past or present background, circumstances or experiences and should have many 

opportunities to make their key competencies visible. 

The development of 

students’ literacies 

and numeracy 

contributes to the 

development of

competencies and 

vice-versa. 

Each competency has an introductory description, followed by the over-arching 

learning outcomes and the associated attributes.

The attributes help to make the competency clearer by setting out how the student 

will develop and apply the learning.

It is unlikely that any one individual will develop all of the attributes equally. 

Key Competencies in Senior Cycle (2024), p.3

Further detail in relation to key competencies is available at

https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-redevelopment/student-key-competencies/ 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate Music (2026), p.8-9
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