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Focus of the Webinar 

• To explore ways of developing students’ analytical and critical 

thinking skills when working with a broad range of historical 

documents

• To support students to develop an understanding of the 

historical context of the case study and the wider themes and 

issues of the period through their engagement with a variety 

of historical sources



Developing Critical Thinking

Leaving Certificate History Syllabus, p. 2

The study and writing of history is no more static than 

life itself. New evidence and new insights can lead to 

revision of the historical record and to a deepening of 

our historical understanding. This gives history a unique 

potential to develop the student's skills of critical 

thinking. Living within a changing world, the student of 

history will learn that his/her own judgements 

concerning the nature of historical events should be 

subjected to the most searching analysis and criticism.



The Documents-Based Study

The study of one of the topics will involve 

the structured use of historical documents. 

This will allow the student to develop 

expertise in the evaluation of evidence and 

the capacity to make reasoned judgements.

Leaving Certificate History Syllabus, p. 2



Context



The Enquiry-Focused Approach

Choosing a sequence of interesting historical enquiries 

gives a clear focus to any scheme of work.

 

This approach has a number of advantages:

• It prevents a superficial run through the content 

and leads students into deeper levels of historical 

understanding.

• It allows students to engage in real historical 

debate. Historians usually begin with a question.

• Key questions can shape and limit otherwise 

sprawling content.

Adapted from Christine Counsell, The Twentieth Century World pp. 30-31



The Enquiry-Focused Approach

• What were the social and economic 

conditions that contributed to the 

1913 strike and lockout? 

• What role did women play in the 

1913 strike and lockout?

• The 1913 strike and lockout failed in 

its objectives. Discuss. 



How do you get your students to 
engage with sources? 

Cartoons, illustrations 

and maps

Film and documentaries Newspapers, diaries 

and reports



Key Personalities

James Larkin

William Martin Murphy Delia Larkin

James Connolly Dora Montefiore

Rosie Hackett



Timeline of Events



Centenary of the Lockout 2013

How might this video clip be used 

as a stimulus to explore the 

background of the 1913 strike 

and lockout?

Irish Congress of Trade Unions 31st of August 2013



Worldwide Context 

How might you and your 

students use a tool such 

as this to further their 

understanding of this 

case study? 



The Irish Context

Sligo Champion Newspaper, 

Saturday, 15 March 1913

Sligo Champion Newspaper, 

Saturday, 29 March 1913



Comprehension

How do you support your students’ responses to 
comprehension questions?

Sligo Champion Newspaper, 

Saturday, 10 May 1913



Working with documentary and 
interview clips

RTÉ The Dublin Lockout 1913 



Social and Economic Conditions

“Dear Dirty Dublin” 

Wanted A Public Health Department

The Lepracaun Cartoon Monthly. 

December 1908

The Freeman’s Journal, 15th October 1913



Cartoon/Image Analysis

The cartoon accurately depicts some of the 

serious housing and sanitation issues facing 

those living in the tenements of Dublin. 

However, it does not reflect some of the efforts 

made by Dublin Corporation to deal with these 

issues, including the work of the Dublin 

Sanitary Inspectors. “In 1908 these inspectors 

made 196,347 visits to the tenements”. 

(Source: National Archives)

Dublin’s mortality rate compared to the rest of Europe does remain 

difficult to verify.



Supports for Image Analysis



What were the social and economic 
conditions that contributed to the 
1913 strike and lockout? 

Century Ireland: ‘A Disaster Waiting to Happen’: The Church Street 

Tenement Collapse



The Church Street Tenement Collapse, Century Ireland

What do these sources reveal about 
life in the tenements?



What activities do you use when using 
photographs with your students?



Analysing Photographs

What do these 

photographs 

reveal about the 

cause, course and 

consequences of 

the 1913 strike 

and lockout?



Comparison

Irish Independent, 23rd, October 1913 Sunday Independent, 26th, October 1913



Interrogating the Sources

Irish Independent, 3rd of November 1913

What do sources such as this reveal about the

1913 strike and lockout?

• Key personalities

• Social divisions

• Key events

• Links between social and cultural elements



Collaboratively Working with Sources



Local Government Report for Ireland to Inquire into the Housing Conditions of the Working Classes in the City of Dublin 1914

Statistics: Living Conditions Across 
the United Kingdom

What strategies do you use to support students' engagement with 

numerical data?

How might these sources support students’ understanding of the case 

study?



Local Government Report for Ireland to Inquire into the Housing Conditions of the Working Classes in the City of Dublin 1914

Statistics: A Focus on Dublin 



What role did women play in the 1913 
strike and lockout?

Century Ireland: Women and the Lockout Members of the Irish Women's Workers' Union on the steps of 

Liberty Hall, c. 1914. The Union was founded in 1911. 

(NLI, KE 204)



Criticism

• How do you support your students’ critique of documents?

• How might this support be used to develop students’ written 
responses?



South Dublin Libraries National Archives of Ireland, CSO RP 1913, 17991

Influence of the Established Press



Dr Robert Stradling defines multiperspectivity 
as “a way of viewing, and a predisposition to 
view, historical events, personalities, 
developments, cultures and societies from 
different perspectives through drawing on 
procedures and processes which are 
fundamental to history as a discipline.”

https://www.coe.int/en/web/observatory-history-

teaching/-/integrating-multiperspectivity-in-the-history-

classroom

How can a multiperspective approach 
enhance students’ understanding of the strike 
and lockout? 

Caricature of William Martin 

Murphy: Dublin City Council

Photograph of Jim Larkin 

monument: Wikimedia Commons

Jim Larkin statue, 

O’Connell Street, 

Dublin



Building a Picture of Events

National Library of Ireland Ms 13913 The Daily Mirror, Tuesday, 

September 2, 1913

Helena Moloney of the Irish Citizen 

Army describe the events of the day on 

'The Great Lockout' on RTÉ Radio 1



The 1913 Strike and Lockout Failed in 
its Objectives. Discuss. 

Witness statement of Mr Justice Cahir Davitt 

(President of the High Court)

https://www.rte.ie/archives/2018/1015/1003225-

william-x-obrien/
Francis Devine, Organising History: A Centenary of 

SIPTU, 1909-2009, (Dublin, 2009), pp. 1.004-1005.

https://www.rte.ie/archives/2018/1015/1003225-william-x-obrien/


Contextualisation

The 1913 strike and lockout failed in its objectives. Discuss. 



What sources could you use to analyse 
the legacy of the lockout?



How have you used audio sources in 
the history classroom?  

What were the experiences of 

the women & children of the 

1913 Lockout?
RTÉ Radio 1 

Citizens: Lockout 1913 – 2013 

(6 episodes)

 RTÉ Radio 1 

1913 Lockout - Unfinished 

Business (6 episodes)

Unfinished Business



Cultural Impact 

Modern rendition of ‘September 1913’ by W.B. Yeats, 

performed by the Waterboys in 2011



Supports for Analysing and 
Comparing Sources



Finding Sources 



Padlet for Sharing Further Supports



Further Supports
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