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Protocols for this Session

Å Mute microphones unless prompted

Å Please switch on your camera

Å Use chat box for questions during the session

Å Do not take screenshots/photographs of the screen or record the screen

Å Ensure you are sitting in a comfortable position

Å Go to www.oide.ie >Primary> Inclusive Education> EAL> Professional Learning Materials to view 

this PowerPoint Presentation

Å Go to www.oide.ie >Primary> Inclusive Education> EAL> Resources to view the Padlet for EAL

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7f/Speech_bubble.svg/1280px-Speech_bubble.svg.png

http://www.oide.ie/
http://www.oide.ie
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7f/Speech_bubble.svg/1280px-Speech_bubble.svg.png


Please use the chat box to 
introduce yourself and give a 

brief overview of your 
schoolôs context in relation to 

EAL.

Introductions



Guidance for Preparation for Teaching and 

Learning



Series of Two Workshops

   Workshop Day One Workshop Day Two

EAL Learners in Context and

EAL Pedagogies

Teaching, Learning and Assessment for 

EAL Learners



Workshop 1 Overview & Outcomes

Participants willé

Å consider the variety of EAL Learners in 

our schools and the need for 

a strengths/assets-based approach.

Å explore ways to make EAL learners and 

their families feel welcome.

Å explore a variety of translation tools to 

support communication with families.

Participants willé

Å develop an understanding of social 

language and academic language 

(BICS and CALP)

Å consider what to expect during 

language development.

Å explore strategies for fostering a 

plurilingual environment.

EAL Learners in Context EAL Pedagogies



Workshop 2 Overview and Outcomes

Participants willé

Å explore teaching, learning and assessment strategies to 

support EAL learners.

Å be aware of the supports available through Oide for EAL 

whole school, classroom and SET/EAL contexts.

Teaching, Learning and Assessment



Key Messages

An inclusive school culture is one that provides 

opportunities for EAL learners to use their home 

language when possible to help them access the 

overall curriculum and participate fully in school 

life.

Collaboration between all school staff is essential 

for fostering an inclusive learning environment that 

supports EAL learners.

A classroom environment in which communication is 

valued and promoted will support the inclusion of 

all learners and the development of their linguistic 

repertoire across multiple languages.

The Primary Language Curriculum reflects the 

linguistic and cultural diversity visible in Primary 

schools and supports all learners in their language 

learning and development.



Inclusion
Supporting EAL Learners Supports All Learners.

Whole School Approaches

Mainstream Classroom

SET/EAL Setting

Home/School/Community 
Support



Day 1: EAL Learners in Context

By the end of this session participants will have begun to:

Å consider the variety of EAL Learners in our schools and the need for a 

strengths/assets-based approach.

Å explore ways to make EAL learners and their families feel welcome.

Å explore a variety of digital tools to support communication with EAL 

learners and their families.



Knowledge of the EAL Learner

Using Inclusive Language

Language Matters!



Who are EAL Learners?

ñI am 5 year oldPolish 

girl in Senior Infants. My 

parents moved to 

Ireland before I was 

born. I speak Polish at 

home with my family.ò

Zofia

ñI am 7 year old 

Bulgarian boy who has 

recently arrived in 

Ireland. I am in 1st 

Class. I have no 

experience of formal 

schooling, I do not yet 

speak English. We speak 

Bulgarian at home.ò 

Anton

ñI am a 9 year old 

Georgian  boy who 

lives in an 

International 

Protection 

Accommodation 

Centre (Direct 

Provision) with my 

parents and sister. I 

arrived in Ireland in 

September 2024 

and have started to 

learn English.ò

Zurab

ñI am a 7 year old 

Roma girl, I was born 

in Ireland. I started 

school this year. I live 

with my extended 

family and my older 

sister is the first 

person to read and 

write in my family.ò

Elena

ñI am ten years old, I 

moved here with my 

mother from Ukraine 

three weeks ago to 

live with my cousins. I 

speak Russian and 

Ukrainian and I love 

building lego.ò

Igor



A Strengths Based/Assets Based 
Approach

?
άWhat will happen when we think about what is right with people 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƛȄŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΚέ

Donald Clifton



What are EAL learnersô needs?

I am more than just 

an EAL Learner

I am more than just 

an EAL Learner

I am more than just 

an EAL Learner

I am more than just 

an EAL Learner

I am more than just 

an EAL Learner
I want to feel safe

I want to feel like I 

belong

I want to form 

relationships with 

my classmates and 

teachers

I want my unique 

strengths and 

talents to be 

noticed

I want to succeed



Share Your Thoughts in the Chat Box

What can we do to help make EAL learners and their families feel welcome in our 
school community and foster an ongoing sense of belonging?

How can we 

ensure our EAL 

learners achieve 

success?

How can we 

make EAL 

learners feel like 

they belong?

How can we 

help EAL learners 

form positive 

relationships?

How can we 

identify and 

recognise the 

strengths and 

talents of EAL 

learners?

How can we 

make EAL 

learners feel 

safe?

?



Supporting Newly Arrived EAL Learners 
and their Families

ÅTour of School

ÅMultilingual Welcome Letter

ÅSchool Enrolment Forms and EAL data capture form

ÅSchool Website

ÅWelcome booklets/DE information letters

ÅSocial Media

ÅDaily school communications

ÅMultilingual Parent Teacher Meetings

Further supports and resources for the above can be found on the

Oide Primary EAL Padlet Panels 3 - 6

NEPS: Supporting 

Children and Young 

People in a time of War 

Advice for 

Parents/Guardians



Supporting Newly Arrived EAL Learners 

and their Families



Supporting Functional Language

ΨLƴ order for children who are learning a 

second language to function in their new 

language and communicate effectively, it 

is important that they have mastery of a 

number of functions of ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΩ

Primary Language Curriculum, 2019, p40

LΩƳ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΣ L 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
to go or what to 

do. 

LΩƳ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
join in with the 

others.

LΩƳ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΣ L 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ 

anything wrong 
but my Mum has 
to go and speak 
with the teacher. 

LΩƳ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘΣ 
all of this new 

language  
around me!

LΩƳ ŀƴƎǊȅΦ L ǿŀǎ 
happy in my own 
country. I miss my 

friends.

Adapted from: Toolkit for Diversity in the Primary School 

Create a welcoming school and inclusive 
school and classroom environment

Raise awareness of everyday activities 
and routines

! Ψ.ǳŘŘȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳΩ

Support the development of 
Functional Language

Good morning 
teacher.

Can you help 
ƳŜΧΦΚ

I have a pain in 
Ƴȅ Χ

Could you say that 
more slowly please?

Can I play?



PLC/CTB Support Materials


