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Focus of The Webinar

• To develop an understanding of the historical context of the case study and 

the wider themes and issues of the period through engaging with a variety 

of historical sources

• To explore ways of developing students’ analytical and critical thinking 

skills when working with a broad range of historical documents



The Documents-Based Study

The study of one of the topics will 

involve the structured use of historical 

documents. This will allow the student 

to develop expertise in the evaluation 

of evidence and the capacity to make 

reasoned judgements.

Leaving Certificate History Syllabus, p. 2



Context



Key Personalities

Charles 

Stewart Parnell

William Ewart 

Gladstone
Lord Salisbury

Joseph 

Chamberlain

Isabella Tod

Randolph Churchill



Timeline of Events



What Type of Sources Are Available for 
Students to Engage with? 

Cartoons, illustrations 

and maps

Audio, film and documentaries
Newspapers, diaries 

and reports



An Enquiry-Focused Approach  

‘Carefully framed questions can arouse the 

curiosity of students and focus attention on 

matters of key importance.’

Leaving Certificate Guidelines for Teachers, p. 37 



Student Led Enquiry 

• Formulating questions and students’ 

understanding

• Exploration and analysing of sources

• Drawing conclusions 



What were the Issues Informing the Irish Parliamentary 
Party’s 1885 Election Campaign?

“The idle and the industrious boys”

The Weekly Freeman, September 8th, 1883

National Library of Ireland, Call Number EPH A356



Analysing Sources 

Student Guide for 

Working with Sources

Questioning Sources

Evaluating Sources



Supports for Political Cartoons

“Too small.” 

Weekly Freeman, 24th October 1885

Can you identify the five 

individuals in the above 

political cartoon?



Supports for Political Cartoons

Test your students’ 

familiarity with the 

recurring individuals 

and symbols present in 

the political cartoons of 

the era?



Evaluating a Political Cartoon

“Shocking to think of” 

Bull - "I should be very, very 

sorry to see it, Old Man; but 

you've been consorting a good 

deal lately with those who have 

been there, and, likely enough, 

may be there again."

What can a cartoon such as 

this tell us about the issues of 

the time in the period 

following the 1886 elections?

Judy, or The London Serio-Comic Journal, 
29th September 1886



Cartoon/Image Analysis

The cartoon depicts the character of John 

Bull sharing his concerns about Gladstone’s 

links with Parnell and the Irish Parliamentary 

Party in the wake of the launch of the Plan of 

Campaign.

The figure in the mid-left background 

represents a destitute landlord who has been 

impacted by the campaign to withhold rent. 

However, the cartoon, which comes from a 

conservative-leaning publication, represents 

just one side of the issue.



Literacy Supports 



Interrogating Written Sources

Belfast Newsletter 22nd of December 1885

What do sources such as this reveal 

about the outcome of the 1885 

election?

• Key personalities

• Political divisions

• Key events

• International connections

• Political leaning of publications



Working with Written Sources
Imperial Legislature – 

Parliament of the United 

Kingdom 

Land League – an agrarian 

organisation that worked for the 

reform of Ireland’s landlord 

system under British rule

Mr. Butt – Isacc Butt founder of 

the Home Rule League

Money-chest – financial support

Sinews – strength/power

O’ Connell – Daniel O’Connell 

Irish nationalist leader 

Belfast Newsletter – known for 

taking an anti-nationalist point 

of view

Belfast Newsletter, December 22nd, 1885

What we have to consider, however, in this connection is not the empire, but the United 

Kingdom. It is now one kingdom, not three; are we to break it up? It would still be united if 

there were local Parliaments for England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, subject to the 

supreme authority of the Imperial Legislature; but we know that this is the very last thing the 

Irish now desire. 

That was, in the main, the idea of Mr. Butt, and because it was his idea the Nationalists of the 

day—then a furious minority—constantly attacked his meetings and refused to vote for his 

nominees. They have since then accepted the agitation of Mr. Parnell, because they see in 

him and in the Land League the means of gratifying their hatred of English rule. We must also 

remember that the heart and soul, to say nothing of the money-chest, of the movement are in 

America. The men who supply the vigour and venom of the agitation, and also its sinews of 

war, are not concerned in local government, protective duties, or the elevation of Irish 

industries. They hate England not on account of any practical wrongs, but as a matter of 

traditional sentiment. 

A peaceful settlement of the question, a compromise breaking out between 

Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Parnell, would disappoint them. The leader of the Irish has great power 

now, because, in the opinion of his followers, nobody exceeds him in resolution to sever 

finally the last link binding England to Ireland. If, however, it were once understood that he 

was ready to " take an instalment," as O'Connell said, and to accept an " Irish Parliament 

(Limited)," his influence over the fanatics in America and from America would disappear. 



Supports for Analysing Sources



Comparing Written Sources

• Students will interrogate both 

written sources

• Students can use the useful 

words resource to evaluate 

sources and to discuss the 

similarities and differences of 

each source

• Teachers can create their own 

questions depending on their 

class contexts to encourage 

students to critique each 

source

Leinster Express, 

July 10th, 1886

The Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 

January 8th, 1886 



What were the Outcomes of the 
1885 Election?

What views are expressed in these 

sources about the outcomes of the 

1885 election?

“The Pig has the Pull” 

Puck, 9th December 1885



Collaboratively Working with Sources

• Each student group is given 

a visual/written source to 

interrogate

• Students work together 

discussing the source and 

answering the questions

• Students share their 

responses with the class 



Remembering Parnell



Working with Documentary and 
Interview Clips

The Story of Ireland with Fergal Keane

Episode 4, ‘The Age of Union’

Click image to play clip

A person in a suit standing in a field

Description automatically generated

https://youtu.be/FbHAkXO0D_s


Parnell’s Character 

United Ireland, 11th of July 1885

Parnell by St. John Ervine Published by Ernest Benn Ltd, 1925, pg. 207

https://www.irishhistorian.com/IrishHistoryLinks//Historical_Documents/Parnell_First_Home

_Rule_Bill.html



Council of Europe, ‘Integrating 
Multiperspectivity in the History Classroom’

Dr Robert Stradling defines multiperspectivity as 
“a way of viewing, and a predisposition to view, 
historical events, personalities, developments, 
cultures and societies from different 
perspectives through drawing on procedures 
and processes which are fundamental to history 
as a discipline.”

https://www.coe.int/en/web/observatory-history-teaching/-

/integrating-multiperspectivity-in-the-history-classroom



Multiperspectivity

Caricature of Charles Stewart 

Parnell: Dublin Punch, 

October 24, 1885.

Memoriam Card for Parnell

Department of Ephemera, Call Number EPH A8



Contextualisation Questions

What approaches do you use to 

support students answering 

contextualisation questions?



Document Based Questions Group Activity

Waterford News and Star, 

6th May 1882

Parnell's last public speech. 

September 27th,1891 Galway

United Ireland

3rd October 1885

Dublin City public libraries

Punch Magazine, 

18th June1885



Using Historical Quotes to Create 
Contextualisation Questions 



Finding Sources 



Available at: 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/commons
/house-of-commons-journal/

Journals of the House of Commons

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/commons/house-of-commons-journal/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/commons/house-of-commons-journal/


What were the Outcomes of the 
1886 Election? What can we learn from these 

sources about the outcomes of the 
1886 election?

“Away with him!” St. Stephen's Review 

Presentation Cartoon, June 26th 1886

The riots in Belfast. ‘The police charging 

the mob in the Brickfields.’ The 

Illustrated London News, June 19th 

1886

The Leinster Express, June 12th 1886



Padlet for Sharing Further Supports



Further Supports
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