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LC History Specification 

Step 1: Go to Oide.ie, 

Post-Primary and click 

on History Senior Cycle

Step 2: Click ‘Key 

Documents’

Step 3: Click the first 

option ‘Curriculum 

Specification for Leaving 

Certificate History’



Today’s Sessions 

Session 1:

Leaving Cert History 

Rationale, Aims and 

Strand 1 ‘Historical Inquiry’

Session 2:

Overview of Strand 2 

'Source Investigations' and 

exploring approaches to 

Strand 3 ‘Ireland’

Session 3:

Exploring Strand 4   

‘The World’

Strand 1: 

Historical

Inquiry 

Strand 2: 

Source 

Investigations 

Strand 3:

 Ireland 

1879 - 2009

Strand 4:

 The World 

1917 - 2009

Leaving 
Certificate 

History 



September 

2027

First 5th year 

group

Key Dates 2026 - 2029 

September 

2026

Specification 

released 

(NCCA)

2026/27 

AAC 

Guidelines 

(NCCA)

2026/27

Strand 2

Investigations

Published 

(DEY)

2028/29

June 2029

Written State 

Examination 

(SEC)

Term 2 

Live AAC 

Brief 

(SEC)

2026/27

Sample 

Examination 

Papers (SEC)

OIDE support 

PLE 1 2026/27 

OIDE support 

webinar 2027

OIDE support 

PLE 2 2027/28 
OIDE support 

webinar 2027

2028/29

AAC 

Submitted 

(SEC)

Term 1

Sample AAC 

Brief

(SEC)

OIDE support PLE 2 2027/28 OIDE support PLE 3 2028/29 



Key Documents and Supports  



Session 1 

Leaving Certificate 
History, Rationale 

and Aims 

and 

Strand 1: Historical 
Inquiry



Focus of this Session

Overview of the 

rationale and aims of 

the new specification

Consider approaches to 

Strand 1: Historical Inquiry 

Strand 1: 

Historical

Inquiry 

Strand 2: 

Source 
Investigations

Strand 3:

 Ireland 

1879 - 2009

Strand 4:

 The World 

1917 - 2009

Leaving 
Certificate 

History 



Overview of the History Specification  
• September 2027 

• Minimum of 180 hours of class contact time

• Higher and Ordinary Level 

• First Leaving Certificate Examination in 
June 2029

• Assessment: Written Examination (60%) 
and Research Study Report (40%)



Additional Assessment Component

‘Students will conceptualise their ideas in response to a brief.

Students will develop a piece of individual historical research in response to a 

common brief.

The final report in response to the brief will be submitted to the SEC in sixth year.

Guidelines to support the Research Study Report, gives guidance on a range of 

matters related to the organisation, implementation and oversight of the AAC.’

2026/27

AAC Guidelines 

(NCCA)

2027/28

Sample AAC 

Brief (SEC)

2028/29

AAC Submitted 

(SEC)

2027/28

Live AAC Brief 

(SEC)

OIDE support 

PLE 2 2027/28 

September 

2027

First 5th year 

group

OIDE support 

PLE 2 2027/28 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 24



Continuum of Learning 

Aistear         Primary Curriculum         Junior Cycle           Senior Cycle 

   



Senior Cycle Key Competencies



Senior Cycle Key Competencies



Rationale and Aims  

Read the Rationale and 

Aims on pages 4 and 5 

of the specification.

What resonates with 

you most?

 



Leaving Certificate History Specification Overview

Specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 12



Structure of the History Specification 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 14

‘Students 

learn about'

is what 

students will 

encounter, 

explore, and 

understand 

during their 

learning 

journey.

‘Students 

should be 

able to’

is what 

students will 

actively do with 

that knowledge 

to show their 

understanding 

and ability.



Structure of the History Specification 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 28



Action Verbs 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p.14

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 28

Develop:

‘Evolve and refine an idea or concept for 

planned work. For a research question, 

this may involve sub questions that 

culminate in one focus for the inquiry.’



Structure of the History Specification 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 29



Learning Outcomes at Ordinary Level 
and Higher Level

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 13



Strand 1: Historical Inquiry 

'This strand supports students to acquire and develop the conceptual 

understanding and competencies central to the discipline of history. 

Students will develop these competencies through their engagement with 

this strand and, through their application of these competencies in strands 

2, 3 and 4. 

Additionally they will demonstrate these skills through the completion of 

their Additional Assessment Component (Research Study Report).

Central to this inquiry is the development of analytical skills and 

conceptual understanding. Students will be expected to evaluate the 

credibility and reliability of sources, interrogate their origins—considering 

the provenance, authorship, date, location, and purpose of their 

creation—and compare differing viewpoints from these sources to 

construct a nuanced and well-rounded understanding of historical 

phenomena.'

Strand 1

Historical Inquiry 

Gathering Evidence 

Analysis

Interpretation 

Synthesis and Communication 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 14



Leaving Certificate History Specification

What sources do you 

use to spark students' 

interest in history?

Click the image to play

https://vimeo.com/1242800960


Sharing Approaches to Historical Inquiry 

In your group divide 

the elements of 

historical inquiry 

between you.

Individually consider 

the opportunities in 

your classroom to bring 

to life the skills of the 

historian through this 

strand.

Share your thoughts 

with your group.



Sharing Approaches to Historical Inquiry 



Resources to Support 
Strand 1: Historical Inquiry 

Oide History PLE 2023-24Oide History PLE 2024-25Oide History PLE 2023-24



Reflection 

Consider how Strand 1 learning outcomes 

may inform your teaching of strands 2, 3 

and 4. 

What does your history department need to 

do to plan for students engaging with 

Strand 1? 
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