
Session 2

Overview of Strand 2 

'Source Investigations’ 

and 

Exploring 

approaches to 

Strand 3 ‘Ireland’



Focus of the Session

Familiarise ourselves with 

Strand 2: Source Investigations

Exploring Strand 3: Ireland 

1879 - 2009



Strand 2: Source Investigations
Strand 2 is focused on students developing understanding of the central role of 

evidence in the determination of historical judgements. The strand is organised so 

that students engage with and explore four prescribed historical investigations, 

based on significant episodes, events, processes, issues, themes, or personalities 

drawn from different eras of the past, with a focus on source material. 

This strand is intended to provide a space through which students can apply the 

skills of the historian as developed in Strand 1. Critical engagement with a range 

of different types of evidence is central to the investigations. 
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Strand 2: Source Investigations

The four critical investigations are drawn from medieval history, 

early modern history, the nineteenth century, and the twentieth 

century onwards (any investigation prescribed in the twentieth 

century option will not overlap with the specified content from 

either Strands 3 or 4). 

These investigations will be equally weighted between Ireland 

and the world. 

The subject matter for these inquiries will be prescribed and the 

list published by the Department of Education and Youth on a 

regular basis.

Strand 2: Source 

Investigations

Medieval

Early Modern

Nineteenth Century 

Twentieth Century onwards 

Students engage in all 

prescribed 

investigations in this strand 
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Strand 2: Learning Outcomes
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Strand 2: Source Investigations

Students learn about Students should be able to 

Strategies to understand source material. 

Identifying information, perspectives, target audiences, etc in the source 

material. 

Recognising the value and/or limitations of source material to historians. 

Conducting research by engaging with the source material as listed in the 

prescribed investigations under the following headings: 

• Medieval 

• Early Modern  

• Nineteenth Century 

• Twentieth Century onwards.

*Any investigation prescribed in the twentieth century option will not overlap 

with the specified content from either Strands 3 or 4.

2.1 Identify evidence and key points within historical source material in this 

investigation. 

2.2 Implement strategies to evaluate unfamiliar sources through historical 

analysis techniques. 

2.3 Identify the context, including ideas and beliefs, in which primary source 

material was created. 

2.4 Compare and contrast differing perspectives present in the sources. 

2.5 Assess the significance, reliability and relevance of source material as 

historical evidence in relation to the investigation.



Overview of Strands 3 and 4 

‘It is intended that this focused 

exploration of a certain period will not 

only augment students’ knowledge of 

historical data and phenomena but 

deepen their historical consciousness 

and support them to continue to extend 

their knowledge and understanding in 

their future lives.’ 

Strands Specified Areas of Learning 

Strand 3 

Ireland

1879

 - 

2009 

Option 1: 

1879

 - 

1918

Option 2: 

1919

 - 

1966

Option 3: 

1966

 - 

2009 

Students 

choose 1 

option 

from this 

strand 

Strand 4 

The 

World 

1917

 - 

2009

Option 1: 

1917

 - 

1945 

Option 2: 

1945

 - 

1979 

Option 3: 

1979

 - 

2009

Students 

choose 1 

option 

from this 

strand 
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Leaving Certificate History Specification

What historical events 

and processes of 

change would interest 

your students?

Click the image to play

https://vimeo.com/1242803161


Introduction to Strand 3: 
Ireland 1879 – 2009



Overview of the History Specification 
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Overview of the History Specification 

Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 18 and p. 32



Overview of the History Specification 

Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate History p. 28 and p. 29



Exploring Strand 3: Ireland 1879 – 2009 



Exploring Strand 3: Ireland 1879 – 2009 

Option 1: 

1879 - 1918 

Option 2: 

1919 - 1966 

Option 3: 

1966 - 2009 

Learning 

Outcomes
Aspects



Strand 3: Ireland 1879 - 2009



Considerations before choosing a 
Specified Area of Learning

Student interest 

Local history 

School context 

Your expertise/interests

Access to sources 



Exploring the Specified Areas of Learning

1. Explore all three 

options on pages 32-

34.

2. Consider which 

option may best suit 

your context. 

3. Share with your 

colleagues and 

choose one option to 

focus on today. 



Exploring Strand Ireland 3: Events and 
Processes of Change
1. Take a moment to 

consider the events 
and processes of 
change in your 
option. 

2. Select the events or 
processes that you 
would first investigate 
with your students. 

3. How might the 
relevant learning 
outcomes inform your 
approach to teaching, 
learning and 
assessment?

Aspect Option 1: 1879 - 1918 Option 2: 1919 - 1966 Option 3: 1966 - 2009 Learning Outcomes 

Events and 

Processes of 

Change

The land question 1879-

1909. 

Home Rule and Unionism. 

New political movements - 

advanced nationalism and 

the Labour movement. 

Manifestations of cultural 

identity: GAA, Gaelic 

League, Anglo-Irish 

Literary Revival, Loyal 

Orders.

Political divisions and 

paramilitarism: 1912-1918: 

Unionist politics, Third 

Home Rule Bill, Solemn 

League and Covenant, 

Volunteers, Gun Running, 

WW1, and Ireland, 1916 

Rising. Conscription crisis 

1918 general election. 

Social distress and the 

1913 Lock out.

First Dáil, War of 

Independence, Civil War.

Partition, the Government 

of Ireland Act and the 

establishment of Northern 

Ireland, Boundary 

Commission. 

Truce, Treaty, and the 

establishment of the Irish 

Free state to the 

declaration of the republic. 

World War II on the island 

of Ireland. 

Changing politics on the 

island of Ireland. 

The Welfare state in 

Northern Ireland.

The Troubles to the Good 

Friday Agreement: the 

descent into violence 

1969-72; Sunningdale and 

its collapse; paramilitaries 

and prisons; the peace 

process. 

Peace and reconciliation in 

Northern Ireland post- the 

Good Friday Agreement. 

Watershed moments in 

Irish politics: Arms trial; 

Anglo Irish Agreement 

(1985), 1990 presidential 

election; Finlay and 

Lindsay Tribunals. 

Ireland’s membership of 

the EEC/EC/EU. 

Enacting change: marriage 

bar, decriminalisation of 

homosexuality, divorce, 

reproductive rights.

Celtic tiger to 2008 

financial crash.

3.1 Examine the events or 

processes of change 

specified. 

3.2 Evaluate the causes 

and consequences of 

these events and 

processes. 

3.3 Explore connections 

between local, 

national, and 

international events.



Exploring Strand 3 Ireland: Ideas and 
Organisations 

Aspects 
Option 1: 

1879 - 1918 

Option 2: 

1919 - 1966 

Option 3: 

1966 - 2009 

Learning 

Outcomes

Ideas 

and 

Organisations 

Constitutional nationalism, 

republicanism, cultural 

nationalism, sovereignty, 

unionism, loyalism. Labour 

movements. Women's 

suffrage. 

Republican/nationalist 

organisations. 

Unionist/loyalist 

organisations. Agrarian 

Movements. Religious 

ideas and faith. 

Sectarianism and 

discrimination and 

antisemitism. 

Constitutional nationalism, 

republicanism, cultural 

nationalism, sovereignty, 

unionism, loyalism. Labour 

movements. Women's 

movements. 

Republican/nationalist 

organisations. 

Unionist/loyalist 

organisations. Religious 

ideas and faith. 

Sectarianism 

discrimination, 

antisemitism, civil rights, 

gerrymandering, and 

censorship. 

Constitutional nationalism, 

republicanism, cultural 

nationalism, sovereignty, 

unionism, loyalism. Labour 

movements. Women's 

movements. 

Republican/nationalist 

organisations. 

Unionist/loyalist 

organisations. Religious 

ideas, faith, and 

secularisation. 

Sectarianism, censorship, 

discrimination, 

gerrymandering, civil 

rights, and racism 

(including antisemitism 

and islamophobia). 

3.4 Investigate how the 

specified ideas 

influenced change.

3.5 Assess the role of 

individuals, groups and 

organisations on the 

events and processes 

of change.



Exploring Strand Ireland 3: Lived 
Experiences and Hidden Voices

Aspect Option 1: 1879 - 1918 Option 2: 1919 - 1966 Option 3: 1966 - 2009 Learning Outcomes 

Lived 

experience 

and hidden 

voices 

Women in work, 

politics, and society.

 

Experiences of 

Travellers and one 

other minority group 

on the island of 

Ireland.

Experiences of family 

separation and 

institutionalisation: 

Magdalene laundries 

and Mother and Baby 

homes.

Women in work, 

politics, and society. 

Experiences of 

Travellers and one 

other minority group 

on the island of 

Ireland.

Experiences of family 

separation and 

institutionalisation: 

Magdalene laundries 

and Mother and Baby 

homes.

Women in work, 

politics, and society. 

Experiences of 

Travellers and one 

other minority group 

on the island of 

Ireland. 

Experiences of family 

separation and 

institutionalisation: 

Magdalene laundries 

and Mother and Baby 

homes. 

3.6 Investigate how 

women experienced 

work, politics and 

society. 

3.7 Consider the lived 

experiences of 

minorities. 

3.8 Examine the 

experiences of family 

separation and 

institutionalisation in 

these settings.



Exploring Strand 3 Ireland: Society and 
Culture 

Aspect Option 1: 1879 - 1918 Option 2: 1919 - 1966 Option 3: 1966 - 2009 Learning Outcomes 

Society and 

Culture

Government policy on 

land and housing on the 

island of Ireland.

 

Sport and society. 

Language and culture. 

Role of religion in 

society. 

Changes in education.

Government policy on 

land and housing on the 

island of Ireland.

Language and culture. 

Role of religion in society.

Changes in education on 

the island of Ireland. 

Government policy on 

land and housing on the 

island of Ireland. 

Impact of EEC/EC/EU 

membership. 

Language and culture.

Role of religion in society.

 

Changes in education on 

the island of Ireland. 

3.9 Analyse how 

cultural and social 

factors influenced 

the developments 

in this time period.



Exploring Strand 3 Ireland: Economy 

Aspect Option 1: 1879 - 1918 Option 2: 1919 - 1966 Option 3: 1966 - 2009 Learning Outcome

Economy Land rights and agrarian 

reform.

Changing demographic 

patterns and emigration. 

Industrialisation on the 

island of Ireland. 

Economic policies on the 

island of Ireland. 

Shannon Hydroelectric 

scheme.

The Economic War and 

protectionism. 

Free trade, common 

market.

Economic impact of EEC 

membership. 

Foreign Direct 

Investment.

Economic impact of the 

Troubles. 

Economic growth and 

collapse: Celtic tiger to 

crash.

3.10 Explore the 

influence of economic 

factors on wider 

developments in this time 

period



Mapping Strand 3: Ireland 1879-2009  

1. Explore and choose the option that suits 

your class context.

2. Consider the events and processes of 

change. 

3. Select the events or processes that you 

would first investigate with your students. 

4. What learning outcomes inform your 

approach to teaching, learning and 

assessment?

5. Are there opportunities to integrate 

elements of other areas e.g. hidden voices 

with your selected event or process?



Considerations for Student Learning



Considerations for Student Learning



Exploring Strand 3 Resources for 
Student Learning 



Approaches to Teaching 
Sensitive Issues in History 



Reflection 

Current strengths

What is currently in place in our department/school that 
will support effective teaching and learning of the new 
History specification?

Area for development

Is there one area that will require focused planning?

Action

What supports, resources or decisions would help to 
move this priority forward?

Strand 3 

Ireland 

1879 - 2009

Option 1: 

1879 - 1918 

Option 2: 

1919 - 1966 

Option 3: 

1966 - 2009

Students choose 

1 option from 

this strand 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Focus of the Session
	Slide 3: Strand 2: Source Investigations
	Slide 4: Strand 2: Source Investigations
	Slide 5: Strand 2: Learning Outcomes
	Slide 6: Overview of Strands 3 and 4 
	Slide 7: Leaving Certificate History Specification
	Slide 8: Introduction to Strand 3:  Ireland 1879 – 2009
	Slide 9: Overview of the History Specification 
	Slide 10: Overview of the History Specification 
	Slide 11: Overview of the History Specification 
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Strand 3: Ireland 1879 - 2009 
	Slide 15: Considerations before choosing a Specified Area of Learning
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Mapping Strand 3: Ireland 1879-2009  
	Slide 23: Considerations for Student Learning
	Slide 24: Considerations for Student Learning
	Slide 25: Exploring Strand 3 Resources for Student Learning 
	Slide 26: Approaches to Teaching Sensitive Issues in History  
	Slide 27: Reflection 

