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Social Education  
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Session 2: 
My Community 
Contemporary Issues 1



Learning Intentions

Engage with Module 2 – My Community

Explore changes to the Social Education Curriculum

Review documents supporting student progression 

Engage with Module 3 – Contemporary Issues 



Revision of LCA Social and Health 

Education Modules

Session 1 Session 2

Year 1

Social and Health Education 1

My Community Contemporary Issues 1

Session 3 Session 4

Year 2
Social and Health Education 2

Contemporary Issues 2 Taking Charge

Session 1 Session 2

Year 1

Social, Personal and Health Education

My Community Contemporary Issues 1

Session 3 Session 4

Year 2
Social, Personal and Health Education

Contemporary Issues 2 Taking Charge



Revision of LCA Social and Health 

Education Modules – Credit Allocation

Circular 0012/2025



Relevant Links 
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Social Education 

Module Descriptor –

September 2025  

Leaving Certificate Applied 

Programme Statement 2024

Social Education 

Module Descriptor –

September 2024



Policy Documents/Frameworks 



Social Education and ESD 



The personal and social development of the students is 

the primary focus of this course. It provides 

opportunities for the students to examine and explore 

issues and topics related to self-awareness, 

interpersonal relationships, health care and 

contemporary social, economic, political and cultural 

issues. It also aims to prepare students for the transition 

from dependent to independent living.

Rationale

Social Education Module Descriptor- NCCA  





Transdisciplinary 
Nature of LCA

Social Education 

Science

Module 1:
Science and 
Health

Visual Art

Module2:
Local 
Environment 

English/ Comm 

Module 2: 

Digital

Literacy

VPG

Module 2:
Jobsearch 

Mathematical 
Applications: 
Module 3: 
Life Skills 

SC SPHE
5th Year LCA 



Supporting Communication Skills in the 
Social Education Classroom 

Consider how we can 

support the language and 

skills needed for listening 

and dialogue in the 

Social Education classroom. 



Thunk

‘A Thunk is a beguiling question about everyday

things that stops you in your tracks and helps you

to look at the world in a whole new light.

There are no right or wrong answers, simply well-

thought-out answers.’

(Gilbert, 2007, p.1)



Thunk

• If you change just one tiny thing in your neighbourhood, could it end up 
changing everything? - Unit 6 L.O. 3

• If we can message anyone in the world, do our next-door neighbours still 
feel near? - Key Assignment 1 

• If no one remembered the past of our town, would it still be the same 
place? - Unit 4 L.O. 1

• Does a community exist because people help each other, or do people 
help each other because a community exists? (Unit 5) 



Thunk

• "If you could improve one thing in your area, what would you improve 
and why?“
( Unit 6 L.O. 3) 

• "How has technology changed how we connect with people nearby?“

( Key Assignment 1) 

• "Why should we care about our community's history?“
(Unit 4 L.O. 1)

• "How can a community help the people who live there?“ (Unit 5) 
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Modul
es

Social Education: Modules

Modules  
Taking Charge Contemporary 

Issues 2 
My 

Community 

Contemporary 

Issues 1



LCA Social Education - Modules

Specific Modules are to be completed within a session. 

At the end of each session students will be awarded credits 

based on the following criteria:

Completion of Key Assignments required in each Module

90% Attendance



Padlet of Resources - QR Code



Module 2: Units

My 
Community 

Research 
Skills 

My own 
place 

My Family 
in the 

local area 

My own 
place in 
the past 

Community 
Amenities/
Resources 

Planning 
in my own 

place 



Resources in my local area  

In your groups discuss potential resources in your local area that could 

support the learning and teaching in this module ‘My Community’

Identify organisations, people and places.  

Decide on relevant learning intentions 

Consider learning outcomes and success criteria 
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Planning a Unit of Learning

Possible Considerations for planning:

✔ Thematic linked learning experience

✔ Specific Learning Outcomes 

✔ UDL

✔ Prior Knowledge

✔ Learning Intentions

✔ Success Criteria



Planning a learning outcome/key assignment  
using Formative Assessment and UDL 

• Consider ways 
that students can 
present their 
learning  

• Explore ways to 
increase student 
choice, autonomy 
and relevance.  

• Consider methods 
of  presenting 
information to 
students in multiple 
formats 

• Consider Learning 
Intentions and 
Success Criteria 

Learning 
Intentions/ 
Success 
Criteria 

Multiple 
means of 

representation 

Multiple 
means of 
action and 
expression  

Multiple 
means of 

engagement   



Group 1: Looking at my Own Place 

(Key Assignment 2 - I took part in a class discussion 

about Our Local Area in the Past. 

I contributed to three different topics on

this issue during the discussion.)



Unit 4: My Own Place in the Past:

L.O 5 - examine past images related 

to the local area and the local community

and present these images to show 

‘My Local Area: Now and Then’



Unit 5: L.O. 1 - identify the various clubs, organisations and centres    

servicing the community in his/her own place
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Group 4: Unit 6 – Planning in My Own Place 

Each group of students has €180 to spend on the creation of 

their own well-planned town - so make sure you choose wisely! 

Each building is worth €5.  
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Planning a learning outcome/key assignment  
using Formative Assessment and UDL 

• Consider ways 
that students can 
present their 
learning  

• Explore ways to 
increase student 
choice, autonomy 
and relevance.  

• Consider methods 
of  presenting 
information to 
students in multiple 
formats 

• Consider Learning 
Intentions and 
Success Criteria 

Learning 
Intentions/ 
Success 
Criteria 

Multiple 
means of 

representation 

Multiple 
means of 
action and 
expression  

Multiple 
means of 

engagement   



Module 3

Contemporary 
Issues 1

Social Context 
and 

Contemporary 
Issues

Forces and 
Interests 

Making Links  

Contemporary 
Issues /Human 

Rights 

Making 
Connections

Understanding 
Concepts 



Aligning current school activities with 
Units of Learning and Key Assignments

Explore the Contemporary Issues’ Units in the Social Education Module 
Descriptor 

Identify activities and events already happening in your

school that may align with and support some of the 

learning outcomes of this module 



Contemporary Issues - Graffiti Wall 



Station 1: Unit 1- Contemporary Issues 

Newspapers

Photographs/ Images 

Recordings from local radio/television

Watch the news 

Discuss how we use news stories to teach 

about contemporary issues in the 

classroom?



Station 2: Unit 2 - Forces and Interests  

Identify 9 urgent contemporary issues in society today?

Using the Diamond Nine strategy, rank them in order of priority. 



Station 3: Unit 2- Forces/Interests  

How do different forms of media 

(video, news articles, social media) shape our

understanding of contemporary issues? 



Station 4: Unit 4 – Contemporary Issues 

and Human Rights 

UDHR Plain Version; Read through the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights

Which human rights are most relevant to young people today, 

and why?

https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/foundation_gr3/blms/3-2-3b.pdf


Gallery Walk

• What patterns or common themes did you notice across the 
different stations?

• What new perspectives did you gain from seeing other 
people's ideas?

• How can we use the graffiti wall and similar activities to 
engage students in critical discussions about contemporary 
issues?

• How can we ensure that all voices are heard and respected 
when discussing sensitive topics?



In this session we have

Explored and developed learning and teaching  resources to 

support Module 2: My Community through the lens of Formative 

Assessment and UDL 

Reviewed the changes and updates to Social Education 
Curriculum  

Explored and developed learning and teaching resources to 

support Module 3: Contemporary Issues 1, through the lens of 

Formative Assessment and UDL 



Exploring Modules 5 and 6: 
Contemporary Issues 2 
Taking Charge  



Learning Intentions

Engage with Module 6 – Taking Charge and explore activities that 

support active learning  

Engage with Module 5 - Contemporary Issues 2 and explore 
learning and teaching methods that support learning outcomes, 
Key Assignments and The Contemporary Issue Task.   

Planning a unit of learning 



Module 5

Contemporary 
Issues 2

Influences: 
Media 

Influences: 
Interest 
Groups 

Democratic 
Institutions 

Voting/Active 
Citizenship 

Civil Rights &

Responsibilities 

The Wider 
Picture  



Webwise – a key resource for 
Contemporary Issues’ Units of Learning  

https://vimeo.com/383270456

https://vimeo.com/383270456


Contemporary Issue 
Task

Key 
Assignments

Learning 
Outcomes 

Links between Learning Outcomes,

Key Assignments and Contemporary Issue Task 

Where do the four areas 

naturally align?

What skills gained 

from one area 

support other areas?

How can we design 

activities so each area 

supports the other 

area?

Units of 
Learning



Module 6: Units

Taking 
Charge  

A Place of my Own 

Making Ends Meet 

Account Options 

Saving/Borrowing  

Buying my 
own house 

Understanding 
Insurance 



Real World Resources to support Key 
Assignments  



Role Play Jigsaw

Scenarios:

1. The tenancy dispute 

2. Seeking Financial advice 

3. Choosing a bank account 

4. Applying for a loan 

5. Managing a budget 

6. Understanding insurance 



Session 3: In this session we have…

Engaged with Module 6 – Taking Charge and explored activities 

that support active learning  

Engaged with Module 5 - Contemporary Issues 2 and explore 
learning and teaching methods that support learning outcomes, 
Key Assignments and The Contemporary Issue Task.   

Planned a unit of learning 



Any questions ?
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