
Enhancing Student 
Engagement with 
Historical Sources



This day is not being recorded

• Use  the link used in the 

morning from your email

• You will be admitted 

from the waiting room as 

soon as possible

If you lose connection…

Please unmute to 

contribute to the 

conversation at any 

stage or use the chat 

function

You are invited to use 

your camera 

throughout the day, 

especially in the 

breakout rooms

Online Participation 



Timeline for today’s workshop

Expanding the 

Lens: Working 

with Visual 

Sources in the 

History 

Classroom

Coffee 

Break
Multi-

Perspectivity 

in the History 

Classroom

Lunch

Break

Harnessing 

the Power of 

Audio in the 

History 

Classroom

9:30 -

11.00

11.00-

11.20

11.20-

13.00

13.00-

14:00

14:00 -

15:30



Junior Cycle 

from 2023/24 

onwards

Current 3rd years to be 

examined in 2024

CBA 1 Yes

At least one

CBA 2 Yes

Assessment 

Task
Yes No

SEC exam Yes Yes

Revised arrangements 



Assessment Arrangements For Leaving Certificate 2024



Assessment Arrangements For Leaving Certificate 2024



Expanding the Lens: 
Working with Visual Sources 
in the History Classroom



Focus of the Session

• To consider the development of students’ skills when engaging 
with historical sources

• To examine ways of enhancing student engagement with 

visual historical sources



What are the Skills of a Historian?

JC History Specification LC History Syllabus

Strand 1: The Nature of History

This unifying strand focuses on 

the nature of history as a 

discipline.

1. Developing historical 

consciousness

2. Working with evidence

3. Acquiring the ‘big picture’

Skills of History

Students should develop a range of 

skills associated with the study and 

writing of history.

1. Recognition of the nature of 

historical knowledge

2. Research skills

3. Skills in working with evidence



The Links Between CBA and RSR

• Skills of research

• Subject knowledge

• Developing enquiry questions

• Justification

• Evaluation of sources



Deirdre Mac Mathuna

History Pedagogy Lecturer 
at the School of Education,

Trinity College Dublin.

What strikes you about working with sources, such as 
those discussed?

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/RidNIwNnfDs


Examples of visual sources in the History classroom

Cartoons, 

illustrations, 

and maps

Films and 

Documentaries

Artwork Photographs



Using Films and Documentaries as Sources

1. What film and/or documentary 
has worked best with your 
students and why?

2. What challenges have you 
encountered in using sources 
such as these with your students 
in the History Classroom?

Please nominate one person to give 
feedback



Portrayal in Film

What’s your impression of 

Captain Sobel from this clip?

David Schwimmer as 

Captain Sobel

Band of Brothers, HBO, 2001

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/644ValXPY28


How does the film portrayal of Captain Sobel        
contrast with the written primary source?

“One of the reasons that Easy Company 

excelled was undoubtedly Captain Sobel.”

“When the war ended, I wondered if he wasn’t 

a big reason some of us were still alive.”

Donald Malarkey, a non-commissioned officer who served 

under Captain Sobel.

Captain Herbert Sobel



Film Vocabulary Enrichment

Archival footage Film footage from the past

Author/writer The person whose work the film/documentary is 

based on

Biographical documentary A documentary about a person’s life

Casting The actors selected to play historical figures

Chronicle A record of a series of events

Director The person responsible for telling actors how to play 

their parts

Documentary A film or TV show about real people or events

Exposé A report that reveals hidden facts

Narrator The person who provides the voice-over for a film or 

documentary

Portrayal How a figure is represented by an actor in a film or 

documentary

Re-enactment The recreation of a past event



Film Scene Review Activity – Google Site Session 1 



Film Review Activity

Students evaluate both the 
entertainment and historical values 
of a film or specific scene.

• Plot summary

• Entertainment rating

• Historical Value

• Accuracy/Inaccuracy

• Supporting sources



Film Scene Review Activity 

Individually

Having watched the clip:

1. Consider the following:

• What questions would you like your students to think about while they watch this clip?

• What prior learning might need to have taken place before using a clip such as this?

• What post learning might be required?

Collaboratively

2. Nominate one person to feedback to the main room

3. Share your feedback to your group and together consider the following:

• How does working with film clips like these support and empower student learning?

• How would you develop this activity further or integrate it into current units of learning?



Feedback



Working with Visual Sources

How do you and your students work with visual 

sources such as this?

Battle of Crécy (1346) by Jean Froissart (1337 – 1405)



Crop It Activity for Visual Sources

Divide the Image into sections Students Focus on One Section

Break an image into 

smaller sections

Students are less 

overwhelmed by taking in 

the full image

Gives students time to 

focus on one aspect and 

steadily build insight and 

knowledge as well as ask 

questions



Working with Images

Perception

Perspective

Framing

Meaning and expression

Composition or content

Origin

Motive

Analysis – thinking critically about the source 

e.g., accuracy, fairness of representation



Images as an Opportunity for Research

Washington Crossing the Delaware by Emanuel Leutze 1851 



Evaluating the Accuracy of an Image

Step 1:

• Identify when the image was made and by who

• Who or what was the image made for?

• Break the image into smaller sections to identify areas 

to research

Step 2:

• Identify reputable sources for comparison

• Compare aspects of the image identified in step 1

Step 3:

• Evaluate the source for accuracy

• Do questions remain?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZYtgykh3OtgbMks2vpi4n-1M22Io-8f7/view?usp=share_link


A More Realistic Depiction Based on Factual Evidence

Washington crossing the Delaware by Mort Künstler 2011



Compare Visual Sources: What are the Connections?

Cartoon of John 

Redmond from Vanity 

Fair Magazine, 1904

Irish Suffragettes Campaigning for 

Votes for Women in Hyde Park, 

London, 21st June 1908

“Dublin, 6 May 1913 - A plaster bust 
of John Redmond MP, which was 
on show at the Royal Hibernian 
Academy, has been attacked by a 
suffragette. It is alleged that 
Geraldine Manning, age 40, from 
Donnybrook, daubed the bust with 
green paint on its face and the lapel 
of the coat.

On the pedestal on which the bust 
rests, a piece of paper was found 
which stated: ‘Why didn’t you get us 
votes for women Mr Redmond? A 
traitors face is no adornment to our 
picture gallery’. Manning was 
arrested and will face court 
tomorrow.”

- Century Ireland



Bringing it All Together

How might we apply some of the 

strategies we have looked at in this 

session, to enhance students’ research 

skills and ability to work with evidence?

• Film Literacy

• Visual Literacy

• Developing source engagement

• Vocabulary Development



Bringing it All Together Activity



Padlet Activity



Coffee Break. See you in 20 minutes.
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