
Multi-Perspectivity 

in the History Classroom



Focus of the session

• Explore multi-perspective approaches to support student thinking 
about History

• Consider pedagogical approaches to multi-perspectivity in History



Continuum of Learning for Students

Primary Curriculum Key Competencies Junior Cycle Key Skills



Perspectivity in the Curriculum

'..develop an appreciation 
of the perspectives and 
motives of people in the 
past and accept that 
individuals and events 
should be understood in 
their historical context.'

'...evaluate their 
historical inheritance 
through the study of 
history from a variety 
of perspectives.'

'... the study of history 
instils in students a 
respect for integrity, 
objectivity and looking 
at issues from different 
perspectives.’



Reeling in the Years 2022

• Choose three events 

that you feel would 

have to be included

• Justify your selections



Reeling in the Years 2022

Russian invasion 
of Ukraine

Assassination of 
Shinzo Abe

Boris Johnson

Liz Truss

Rishi Sunak

Deaths of Queen 
Elizabeth II, 

Mikhail 
Gorbachev

Deaths of 
Christine McVie, 

Meatloaf

West Cork 
fishermen stand 

up to Putin

World population 
exceeds 8 billion

Omicron

Kate Bush 
‘Running Up 

That Hill’

Top Gun
Maverick

Finland and 
Sweden apply to 

join NATO
Roe v Wade



Why is multi-perspectivity important for students of 
History?

Paul Rouse 

Professor School of 

History, UCD

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/uMrBwfAQWzg


Developing the Skills of the Historian

Junior Cycle:

Consider contentious or controversial issues in history 

from more than one perspective and discuss the 

historical roots of a contentious or controversial issue 

or theme in the contemporary world. 

(JC Learning Outcome 1.2)

Senior Cycle:

To promote understanding of the present through the 

development of a historical perspective on issues of 

contemporary importance. 

(LC Syllabus p. 3)

'Barbarie, Civilisation' by René Georges Hermann-Paul, 1899



Share your Practice

• Discuss the approaches you use 

to explore multiple perspectives 

with your own students.

• Appoint a reporter to feed back to 

the whole room.



What teaching approaches can we use?

Looking at our School, 2022, p. 31



Wanted and Roll of Honour: 
Perspectives on Historic Personalities



Framing Perspectives in a Unit of Learning

• Understand the structure of Irish society in 

the 19th century

• Explore the national and international 

causes of the famine in 1840s Ireland

• Consider who the Great Famine impacted 

on most and why

• Investigate the contribution and impact of 

relief efforts

• Make connections and comparisons 

between the impact of the Great Famine in 

society then and similar events in the 

contemporary world

• Consider the most significant impact of the 

Irish famine diaspora



Strategy: Adopt a Viewpoint

Junior Cycle:

• 1.1 develop a sense of historical empathy by viewing people, 
issues and events encountered in their study of the past in their 
historical context

• 2.7 investigate the causes, course and consequences, 
nationally and internationally, of the Great Famine, and 
examine the significance of the Irish Diaspora

Senior Cycle:

• Topic 1 Case Study - Private responses to Famine, 1845-1849



How might this clip support student engagement    
with the learning intentions of the unit?

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/lERtup8qqqE


As a group, read your character profile and the decisions open to them.

Rank the decisions in order of how you believe your character would choose them. Justify your reasons.

As a group, discuss the following:

• What prior knowledge would students require before engaging in this activity?

• How might you extend this activity further to suit your students?

• What other learning outcomes or topics might this activity be applied to?

One person to feedback to the main room.

Famine Activity: Adopt a Viewpoint



Feedback 

Reporter



What Perspectives of Life in Communist Russia are 
Portrayed in these Sources?

Source 1 Source 2

'Private Life in Stalin's Russia: Family Narratives, 

Memory and Oral History' by Orlando Figes (2008)

Stalin and his daughter Svetlana, Moscow, 1933



Contentious Perspectives



Perspectives on Contentious Issues

• How do you teach contentious issues with your students?

• Apart from monuments, what are other gateways to exploring 
contentious issues?



O’Connell St. Through the Decades

How do multiple 

perspectives 

enhance our 

understanding of 

contentious issues? 

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/Af-w6gCVm3M


From your Perspective 

Could you suggest a 
local/national/international 
monument to explore 
contentious issues? 

Seán Russell Statue, Fairview Park, Dublin 



Monument Activity 

1. Select monuments from 
the Google site

2. Research the monuments 
using the links provided

3. Keep/Remove/Replace, 
decide the future of the 
monuments

4. Rationale to provide 
reasons for your decisions



Monument Activity 



Padlet Activity: Add Another Perspective



Lunch - See you back at 2 pm
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