
Harnessing the Power of Audio
in the History Classroom

“To learn, you have to listen”

   - Thomas Jefferson



Focus of this Session

• To explore how audio can be used to enhance student thinking 
about History

• To examine the different audio sources that can be used in the 

classroom, including podcasts, audio clips, music and video



Working with Aural Sources

Junior Cycle:

• Debate the usefulness and limitations of different types of primary 

and secondary sources of historical evidence, such as written, visual, 

aural, oral and tactile evidence; and appreciate the contribution of 

archaeology and new technology to historical enquiry
JC Learning Outcome 1.6

Senior Cycle:

• Recognise different types of historical source materials

• Evaluate the usefulness of particular sources and their limitations
LC Syllabus p. 4



Support and Research for Assessment

“…text, excerpts from primary and/or secondary 

sources, display folder or booklet, digital format(s), 

photographs, images, timelines, charts, graphs, 

audio or audio-visual recordings, model(s), 

artefact(s) etc.” 

Junior Cycle History Assessment Guidelines, pg.17



Repositories of Sound 

“I think a podcast debate on a show like Talking History 

can be a great way of generating a discussion in a class. 

Key questions can include: what argument is the scholar 

making, what evidence is being presented, is anyone 

disagreeing with the perspective, how does this change 

what is currently believed, and do you agree or disagree 

with the point that is being made?"

 Patrick Geoghegan Talking History podcast on Newstalk



Aural Sources

Podcast    

        

Speech     

     

Song       

   

Interview   

      

Sound Clip     



Why would you ask students to engage with 
an audio source?

A hook for

student curiosity

Formative 

assessment

Listen, identify, 

expand



Using Audio as a Hook in the History Classroom

Identify the sound (click 
the icon to play)

What era of history is it relevant to? 

Prior knowledge of the topic:

One piece of new information

https://youtu.be/9x4SHU79B38


Podcast Clips in the History Classroom: Audio Library
Google Site – Session 3



Virtual Classroom Visitors

• As you listen to Tomi Reichental, consider 

what questions would you like students to 

ask if they could speak to him afterward.

• How would integrating audio sources such 

as this improve the learning experience for 

students in the history classroom?

Tomi Reichental, who lives in Dublin, is a survivor 

of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. He 

speaks about his experience to TheJournal.ie

Click the icon to play

https://youtu.be/-oxR5as6ksw


Add any film, documentary, or audio source 



Deep Listening Activities: Northern Ireland in Focus

Junior Cycle

2.5 identify the causes, course and consequences of 

the Northern Ireland Troubles and their impact on 

North-South and Anglo-Irish relations

Senior Cycle:

Topic 5: Politics and society in Northern Ireland, 

1949-1993



Possible Activity: Listen – Identify - Expand

Click the icon to play

https://youtu.be/36iVuLBw5R0


Deep Listening Activities

Before you listen:

As you listen:

After listening:



Deep Listening  

Courtesy of RTE Radio 1 & BBC Northern Ireland

• What do you already know and understand about 

the Troubles in Northern Ireland?

• What new insight, if any, did this audio clip give 

you about the causes, course and consequences 

of the Troubles in Northern Ireland?

• What questions do you still have?

• What was the most remarkable thing about each 

clip for you and why?

• How did you feel after listening to the recording?

• What sources might you consult to learn more?

Click the images to play

https://youtu.be/BgEmEvcie80
https://youtu.be/XTEEmQ-Su2Y


Methodology: Deep Listening in the Classroom 
Instructions:

1. Share screen and sound

2. Read the prompt questions that accompany the clip on 

the website

3. As a group, listen to the audio clip

4. As you listen, and using the prompts, record any comments, 

observations, questions or thoughts you have

5. Discuss your comments, thoughts, observations and questions 

with the other members of the group

6. Nominate one person to feed back to the main room

  

Optional - share a suitable audio source that could be used 

with this methodology on the Padlet



Strategies to integrate audio into your students 
learning experience



Songs for Student Engagement

“They can be songs that have simple repetitive melodies 

and lyrics that have a very particular message to the 

government or an institution to say that something needs 

to change….

…For example, at the Women’s March in the US, they 

had a song called ‘Quiet’ that was circulated beforehand 

that people learned online in a forum, then they all sang 

in solidarity

…but then you can have songs that offer social 

commentary that is incisive, or more metaphorical.”

• How could music or song lyrics 

engage students’ interest and 

deepen their understanding in 

the History classroom?

• What songs with historical 

references would you choose to 

engage your students and why?

Dr Aileen Dillane, Senior Lecturer in 

ethnomusicology at the University of Limerick



Songs for Student Engagement

He came dancing across 

the water  

With his galleons and guns

Looking for the new world

And the palace in the sun

On the shore lay Montezuma

With his coca leaves and pearls

In his halls, he often wandered

With the secrets of the world

Cortez the Killer – Neil Young

• What other sources could you use 

alongside this song to enhance 

student understanding of 

conquest and colonisation?

Click the icon to play

https://youtu.be/tZ3Mu9du1OM


Repositories of Sound



Seeing and Hearing the Big Picture

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/apjcPpgHufQ


Teaching the Great Irish Famine 

Click the image to access Teaching 

the Great Irish Famine website.

https://sites.google.com/view/great-irish-famine/home?authuser=0


Visit our website www.oide.ie  

Contact: info@oide.ie Follow us on X

@Oide_History

Additional Supports

http://www.oide.ie/
mailto:info@oide.ie

	Slide 1
	Slide 2:         Focus of this Session
	Slide 3: Working with Aural Sources
	Slide 4:  Support and Research for Assessment
	Slide 5:    Repositories of Sound 
	Slide 6: Aural Sources
	Slide 7: Why would you ask students to engage with an audio source?
	Slide 8: Using Audio as a Hook in the History Classroom 
	Slide 9: Podcast Clips in the History Classroom: Audio Library Google Site – Session 3 
	Slide 10: Virtual Classroom Visitors
	Slide 11: Add any film, documentary, or audio source 
	Slide 12: Deep Listening Activities: Northern Ireland in Focus
	Slide 13: Possible Activity: Listen – Identify - Expand
	Slide 14: Deep Listening Activities
	Slide 15: Deep Listening  
	Slide 16: Methodology: Deep Listening in the Classroom 
	Slide 17: Strategies to integrate audio into your students  learning experience
	Slide 18: Songs for Student Engagement
	Slide 19: Songs for Student Engagement
	Slide 20:    Repositories of Sound 
	Slide 21:  Seeing and Hearing the Big Picture
	Slide 22: Teaching the Great Irish Famine 
	Slide 23: Additional Supports

