
Supporting Effective Research Skills 
in our History Students



This day is not being recorded

• Use the link used in the 

morning from your email

• You will be admitted 

from the waiting room as 

soon as possible

If you lose connection…

Please unmute to 

contribute to the 

conversation at any 

stage or use the chat 

function

You are invited to use 

your camera 

throughout the day, 

especially in the 

breakout rooms

Online participation 



Today’s sessions

Session 2: 
Supporting Source Evaluation

Session 3:
Using formative assessment 

and feedback to support 
students’ research skills

Session 1: 
Getting Started with Research



Today’s breaks 

Coffee break 
11.00 – 11.20

Lunch
13.00 – 14.00



Junior Cycle and Leaving Cert History
Updates



Current 2nd year 

students to be 

examined in 2026

Current 3rd years to 

be examined in 2025

CBA 1

At least one At least one

CBA 2

Assessment 

Task
No No

SEC exam Yes Yes

Revised arrangements 



CBA dates
Student Cohort 2022 – 2025 (3rd years in 2024/2025) 

Please note that the latest date for completion of CBA1 in all subjects was May 2024 and 
has now passed. 

Student Cohort 2023– 2026 (2nd years in 2024/2025) 



Assessment Arrangements For Junior 
Cycle 2025



Assessment Arrangements For Leaving 
Certificate 2025



RSR Arrangements For Leaving 
Certificate 2025

The Digital Booklet for 
Leaving Certificate 
History is now available 
on examinations.ie



Join our new mailing list to receive news 
and updates



Session 1: 
Getting Started with Research



Focus of the session

Examine opportunities and 
supports to getting started 

with research

Consider approaches 

to support students in the 

research process



Rationale

The Junior Cycle History specification aligns with key features of the 
Leaving Certificate History syllabus. The unifying strand … helps 
students to acquire the skills and dispositions to engage in research 
and working with documents—both key features of senior cycle 
history.’ p. 14

‘Through inquiring, communicating and; understanding and 

connecting, children learn to think critically, ask authentic questions 

and examine historical evidence in a variety of formats.’ p. 8

'Involvement in research is an integral part of the syllabus. While 

offering an insight into the manner in which historians operate, the 

skills developed through such study have a wide applicability.’ p. 2



Where do your students engage 
with research?

CBAsFamily history RSRs Local history TY HistoryProject work



Where does your passion and interest 
for history come from?

Historian, lecturer, and author 

of ‘Women of the Irish 

Revolution’, ‘Revolution in 

Dublin’ and ‘The Fall of Dublin’.

Liz Gillis

Click the image to play 

https://youtu.be/M4VLutCcYI4


Personal area of interest

1. What is an area of historical research 

that you would enjoy?

2. What are the opportunities of research 

for students in their local area?

3. What do students need support with 

when carrying out research?





Supporting students through the 
research process

• Choosing a subject

• Narrowing the focus

• Developing enquiry questions

• Identifying sources

• Choosing a format

• Record keeping

• Reflecting on the experience



What research skills are required at 
Junior & Senior Cycle History? 

• Collection of information

• Interviewing skills

• Analysis of information

• Critical thinking

• Evaluation

• Communication of findings

• Organising of research

• Planning

• Investigation



What is historical literacy? 

“Involvement in research is an integral part of the 

syllabus. While offering an insight into the manner in 

which historians operate, the skills developed 

through such study have a wide applicability.” 

(Syllabus p.2)

Students who are historically literate are familiar with 

both the subject matter of history as well as the 

discipline of the subject. 



The student perspective on research

What stands out to you from 

the students' perspectives 

on research?

Students from Inver College,

Carrickmackross,

Co. Monaghan

A black background with white text

Description automatically generated

Click the image to play 

https://youtu.be/rzEiz9f089c


What inspires your students’ research?

What unique or more unusual 

research subjects have you 

encountered from your students?

Topic choice 

+

Narrow the focus 

Develop enquiry 
question 

Identifying 
sources 

Choosing a 
format 

Record keeping

Reflection on the 
experience



Developing enquiry questions 
Topic choice 

+

Narrow the focus 

Develop enquiry 
question 

Identifying 
sources 

Choosing a 
format 

Record keeping

Reflection on the 
experience



Teacher experience

History teacher David Dillon

St. Francis College,

Rochestown, Cork

The skills of working with historical evidence

• Source and evidence

• Fact and opinion

• Bias and objectivity

• Change and continuity

• Cause and consequence

JC Strand 1 and LC Syllabus

A black background with white text

Description automatically generated

Click the image to play 

https://youtu.be/iF_A2B96HHU


Can you recommend a repository 

or online database that you have 

used with your students? 

What support might students 

require when using a website such 

as this?

Source availability
Topic choice 

+

Narrow the focus 

Develop enquiry 
question 

Identifying 
sources 

Choosing a 
format 

Record keeping

Reflection on the 
experience

Heritage Maps 



Archives Padlet 



English as an additional language



Immersive Reader
A blue background with white text

Description automatically generated

Click the image to play 

https://youtu.be/N1QPvcffhts


Format considerations
Topic choice 

+

Narrow the focus 

Develop enquiry 
question 

Identifying 
sources 

Choosing a 
format 

Record keeping

Reflection on the 
experience

‘The format of the display may feature any combination of modes of presentation, for example, 

text, excerpts from primary and/or secondary sources, display folder or booklet, digital 

format(s), photographs, images, timelines, charts, graphs, audio or audio-visual recordings, 

model(s), artefact(s) etc.’ 

Guidelines for the Classroom Based Assessment Guidelines CBA 1 p.17 

‘Students may choose from a variety of formats to present the written record, such as, an 

article, essay, blog, script for a broadcast, address to an audience, letter to a journal or 

newspaper, obituary, speech etc..’
Guidelines for the Classroom Based Assessment Guidelines CBA 2 p. 27 

‘The research study will be assessed through the medium of a report.’

Leaving Certificate History Syllabus p. 14 



Format considerations
Topic choice 

+

Narrow the focus 

Develop enquiry 
question 

Identifying 
sources 

Choosing a 
format 

Record keeping

Reflection on the 
experience



Record keeping
Topic choice 

+

Narrow the focus 

Develop enquiry 
question 

Identifying 
sources 

Choosing a 
format 

Record keeping

Reflection on the 
experience



Reflection 

‘The student reflection is a form of 

assessment and can also be a 

significant learning experience for 

the student.’

Topic choice 

+

Narrow the focus 

Develop enquiry 
question 

Identifying 
sources 

Choosing a 
format 

Record keeping

Reflection on the 
experience

Transition Year Programme Statement p. 24



Modelling the research process



Activity instructions

1. In your groups discuss the areas from the template that you think your students 
might need support with during their research process.

2. Once you have chosen the three areas you wish to focus on in your groups, 
discuss and record the challenges for your students in engaging in these areas 
and how you would support them in this step.

3. Once you have both these boxes filled in, discuss and record how you would 
model your suggestions for your students.

4. Nominate one person to document your feedback on the template and one 
person to give feedback to the room.





Time for a break. See you in 20 minutes.
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