
Session 2: 
Supporting Source Evaluation



Focus of the session

Developing analytical skills for 

successful research 
Supporting students in forming 

evaluative judgements



Danielle Stephens is a podcast 

producer with The Guardian and has 

previously worked on articles relating 

to the repealing of the 8th Amendment 

and the death of Savita Halappanavar.

Interview with Danielle Stephens 
A black background with white text
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https://youtu.be/V4gGrVdxnTw


Factual research

What is required for 
students to produce a 
factual piece of 
research?

Does factual research 
always produce the 
same historical 
judgements?

Private Eye Magazine, 2023

The Sunday Times 
12 November 2023



Feedback



Alternative perspectives

What viewpoints or 

perspectives could be added 

to these sources to 

strengthen any research that 

is focused on the decision to 

drop the atomic bomb?

A group of men on a stage
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https://youtu.be/XRObsyVmw8w


Showing the research process

Triangulation involves seeking accounts 
from three or more perspectives.

It also allows students to illustrate the efforts 
they have gone to in their research to 
identify the facts and formulate their 
judgements.

Source A Source B

Source C

Research question 



What contributed to the Allied 
success of Operation Overlord?

Source A: 

German military report 

on the Allied Invasion

Source C: 

Operation Fortitude

Source B: 

Message from 

Eisenhower to 

General George 

Marshall on the early 

stage of the invasion

What other perspectives or sources 
could enhance this research?



How might these images support 
students’ consideration of source authenticity?

https://www.historynet.com/from-blurring-imperfections-

to-falsifying-reality-how-stalin-made-the-truth-disappear-

through-photoshop/lenin-speaks-in-sverdl

https://www.theirishstory.com/2016/03/10/

airbrushed-out-of-history-elizabeth-ofarrell-

and-patrick-pearses-surrender-1916/

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/ic

onic-world-war-ii-photo-staged-heroic-true-story



How can we support students in their 
evaluation of historical sources?



Evaluating written sources

Would you consider 

document A to be an 

objective source?

Give reasons for your 

answer, making reference

to the document.

State Examinations Commission, Leaving Certificate Examination, 

2016 History – Higher Level, p. 3



Group research tasks 

Background of author/creator

What questions do I have 

about anything in this 

source? What questions would I like 

to ask the author or 

participants in this source?

What aspect(s) of this event 

offers an opportunity for 

further research?

What can I learn from an 

audio source?

What can I learn from a 

visual source?

What can I learn from 

another written source?What questions would you 

like to ask the author or 

participants? 



Historical literacy and symbols



Student perspectives 

Students from 

Presentation De La Salle,

Bagenalstown,

Co. Carlow

What strategies do 

you use to support 

students overcoming 

their own biases?
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https://youtu.be/gD9mxJ65MlA


Where can we see bias?



Collaborative learning

“Even if individual 

researchers are prone to 

falling in love with their 

own theories, the broader 

process of peer review and 

institutionalised scepticism 

are designed to ensure 

that, eventually, the best 

ideas prevail.”

Chris Mooney, Pulitzer Prize-

winning journalist with the 

Washington Post  

The ability to construct and 

communicate coherent, 

logical arguments on matters 

of historical significance, and 

in so doing utilise skills such 

as thinking critically, 

working collaboratively and 

utilising digital media 

effectively, is also enhanced 

by the study of history. 

 JC History Specification 

p. 5



Using the archives

What advice do 

you give your 

students when 

they are beginning 

their research?

Commandant Daniel Ayiotis,

Officer in Charge of the Military Archives,

Cathal Brugha Barracks,

Rathmines, Dublin 6
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https://youtu.be/nHajOnNrWU8


The Military Archives

How could you support your 

students to engage with this 

and other online archives?



Critical thinking

• Use primary and secondary sources

• Encourage historical enquiry

• Foster historical empathy

• Use collaborative learning

• Ask questions

• Recognise perspectives

• Identify opinions





Activity instructions 

1. Read the question

2. Individually read the sources (originals are on one side and 
the transcripts on the other)

3. As a group decide the usefulness and limitations of each 
source in relation to the question at your table

4. Nominate one person to document your feedback on the 
working with sources sheet and one person to give 
feedback to the room

5. As a group, decide which one of the sources you have 
looked at would be most valuable for your research 
question and explain why



Feedback



1. How did the people of Paris react to the 

liberation of their city?

2. How did French colonial attitudes 

inform the portrayal of the Liberation of 

Paris in the media? 

The Liberation of Paris, 25th August, 1944

https://www.cheminsdememoire.gouv.fr/en/aout-1944-liberation-de-paris



1. What was the impact of the 

bombing of the North Strand on 

the 31st May, 1941 on the people 

of Dublin?

2. Why was the North Strand 

bombed by the Luftwaffe on the 

31st May, 1941?

3. How did the Irish government 

respond to the German bombing 

of the North Strand?

The bombing of the North Strand, 
31st May 1941

https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2021/0531/1224451-north-

strand-bombing-1941-brown-family-edenderry/



Lunch 
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