
Session 3: 
Using formative assessment and feedback 
to support students’ research skills



Focus of the session

Assessment considerations Feedback and reflection on 

next steps



Assessment practices

1. In terms of the development of students’ 
research skills and source analysis, 
how have your formative assessment 
and feedback practices in the History 
classroom changed over the past 
number of years?

2. How do you assess students’ research 
and skills development?

3. Where do you find source material for 
your assessments?





Irish Newspaper Archive

Have you or your students used 

the Irish Newspaper Archive for 

research purposes?

Liz Gillis

Historian, lecturer, and author 

of ‘Women of the Irish 

Revolution’, ‘Revolution in 

Dublin’ and ‘The Fall of Dublin’.
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https://youtu.be/JqxKmHPfBBU


Irish Newspaper Archive – showcase

Note: The Irish Times Archive is also free to 

all schools on the Schools Broadband 

Network (SBN)

How might this resource be used to 

support students’ research skills as 

well as support assessments?



Guide to accessing the Irish Newspaper 
Archive for teachers

How might you use this archive to support 

and assess students’ historical literacy 

skills?

• Micro research – what was happening 

at the time of other events

• Family history

• Local history

• National and International events



Google Site 2024/2025
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https://bit.ly/OideHistory


Archives Padlet 



What support might students require 

when engaging with written sources 

such as these? 

Sources from the Irish Newspaper 
Archive

History teacher David Dillon

St. Francis College,

Rochestown, Cork

A classroom with blue chairs and a white board
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https://youtu.be/1mREOxU2mKw


Literacy supports 



What historical literacy skills and knowledge 
are required to answer these questions?

Extract from the 2023 Junior Cycle History Exam Q8

Learning Outcome 2.10:

Examine how one sporting, cultural or social movement impacted on Irish life.

Continuity means that things continue as they are and don’t 

change very much. What evidence of continuity exists between 

the two photographs?

Name a sporting, cultural or social movement you studied which 

has had an impact on Irish life (at local or national level).

(C)

(E)



Examine how one sporting, cultural or 
social movement impacted on Irish life

What might be added to 

the list provided?



Creating an assessment

1. Choose one of the sources provided and identify an 

appropriate excerpt that will engage your students' 

historical literacy skills

2. Based on your chosen excerpt, design a short assessment 

for either Junior or Senior students that:

• Assesses students’ comprehension skills

• Assesses the students’ historical literacy skills e.g. 

critical thinking skills

• Requires students to make judgements about the 

source

• Includes a follow-up question that links to a wider 

learning outcome or topic of study

3. Identify what prior learning will have to have taken place 

for students to successfully engage with the assessment Marzano’s Taxonomy



Debrief

• Swap assessments – think of your students, is 
there anything you would need to adapt so your 
own students could complete this assessment?

• What do you think is the value of this activity?

• Has engaging with the activity changed your 
considerations around assessing your students’ 
skills development?

• Going forward is there anything you will include 
or change in your assessment practices?



Feedback

‘Teachers regularly provide students with constructive, 

developmental oral and written feedback. Teachers use 

feedback to work with students on clear strategies for 

improvement.’ P. 31

‘Students’ reflection and feedback on their learning are 

systematically reviewed and acted upon during teachers’ 

individual and collaborative planning activities.’ P. 33

‘Teachers, in consultation with students, have collectively 

developed a whole-school approach to providing 

developmental oral and written feedback to students. This 

approach is implemented consistently, and is underpinned 

by the collective review of students’ work.’ p. 34



Feedback

What feedback strategies 

do you find most effective 

in improving student 

achievement in history?



How might AI inform 
future research and 
assessment practices?

Future considerations
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https://youtu.be/CDZ_8q5GkLY


Visit our website 

www.oide.ie  

Contact: 

info@oide.ie

Follow us on X

@Oide_History

Additional supports

Join our new 

mailing list to 

receive news 

and updates 

http://www.oide.ie/
mailto:info@oide.ie
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