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Check in 



Focus of the session

Senior Cycle History 

Redevelopment 

TY Programme Statement 

in focus



Guiding Principles



Senior Cycle Key Competencies



Senior Cycle Key Competencies



Senior Cycle History

• Are you currently teaching 
Senior Cycle History?

• What are the highlights of 
Senior Cycle History for you and 
your students?



Senior Cycle Redevelopment 

https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-

redevelopment/schedule-of-senior-cycle-subjects-for-

redevelopment/



Timeline of supports for Senior Cycle 
History Redevelopment



TY Programme Statement 

“TY offers time, space and autonomy to 

create enjoyable and meaningful 

educational experiences that support 

students in senior cycle. It can be a bridge 

to opening up a broader range of 

possibilities and pathways. The 

programme enables young people to 

develop a greater capacity to respond to 

uncertainty, manage complexity, nurture 

personal interests and become agents of 

positive, ethical change in society.”
p. 7
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History in your TY Programme 

Students from Presentation de la Salle, 

Bagenalstown, 

Co. Carlow

• What does History in TY look like in 
your school?

• What would you like to see? 

• How do you promote History in 
Senior Cycle in your school? 

Click the image to play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvV9obRTqIA


Notable figures who studied history



Examine the TY Programme Statement



Aims of 
the TY 

Programme 
Statement 

1. Nurture the development of the 

student as a whole person by building on 

their previous experiences, through a 

curriculum designed by the school that is 

aligned to the TY Programme Statement

2. Create space and opportunities for 

meaningful, enjoyable learning 

experiences through which the key 

competencies of the student can be 

developed in the classroom and school, 

in the home and in their role as local, 

national and global citizens

3. Expand the student’s experience and 

awareness of diverse future pathways 

and nurture the student’s capacity to 

sustain their growth and development 

through a process of lifelong learning 

4. Evolve continuously to support the 

learning and development of the student 

through a reflection and renewal process 

involving students, teachers, school 

leaders, parents and community 

partners. 



TY Programme Statement

Student Dimensions:

1. Personal Growth

2. Being a Learner

3. Civic and Community 

Engagement 

4. Career Exploration

Curriculum Dimensions:

1. Components

2. Teaching and 

Assessment

3. Recognising and 

Reporting

4. Reflection and 

Renewal
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Curriculum 

Dimensions 



Student Dimensions 

Being a Learner

Civic and Community 

Engagement

Career Exploration

Personal Growth

Student Dimension Description

Students mature socially and emotionally over the course of 

the year, developing in areas that include health and 

wellbeing, autonomy, identity, empathy and leadership.

Building on their previous experiences, students begin to 

develop as senior cycle students, embracing opportunities 

and strategies for learning that work best for the student 

now and into the future.

Students explore diverse future pathways in a guided and 

coordinated manner, gaining first-hand workplace 

experience, and developing career-related competencies.

Students make a positive difference in their schools, 

communities and society. They learn to act on their 

responsibilities and exercise their rights as local, national 

and global citizens in ethical and sustainable ways.
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Being a Learner
Civic and Community 

Engagement

“The four Student Dimensions are the key foundations upon which TY

programmes are designed. They describe how students can develop in TY

and the experiences that can support this development."

TY Programme Statement, p. 11

Being a Learner Career Exploration

Civic and 

Community 

Engagement
Personal Growth

Developmental 

Indicators

Developmental 

Indicators

Developmental 

Indicators
Developmental 

Indicators

Student 

Experiences 

Student 

Experiences 

Student 

Experiences 

Student 

Experiences 

Student Dimensions 



Civic and Community Engagement

• Sustaining more caring and respectful 

relationships with people, place and nature. 

• Having a greater appreciation and respect for 

human dignity and diversity. 

• Deepening their awareness and sense of 

empathy, identity and belonging.

• Recognising and engaging with complexity and 

uncertainty. 

• Taking actions to live more sustainably.  

• Showing more initiative in their schools, 

communities, and society. 

• Setting and reviewing goals for being an active 

citizen. 

• Working more co-operatively with others and in 

teams. 

• Becoming more involved with creative and 

cultural activities. 

• Wanting to contribute to a more just world.

• Understanding better the interconnections of 

local, national and global communities.

Developmental 

Indicators
Student Experiences 

• Working with local or national organisations and 

businesses over the year. 

• Opportunities to volunteer through community 

work and social placement. 

• Education on sustainable development, 

including a meaningful action for a more 

sustainable world. 

• Sharing of knowledge and skills within the 

school community and among community 

stakeholders. 

• Guided creation of a portfolio that captures their 

civic and community engagement. 

• Projects, competitions, activities in the 

classroom, in school, at home, in local 

communities and in society. 

• Meaningful involvement with shaping school 

culture. 

• Learning opportunities around empathy, 

diversity and inclusion.



Civic and Community Engagement 

Developmental 

Indicators
Student Experiences 

• Showing more initiative in their schools, 

communities, and society. 

• Understanding better the interconnections of 

local, national and global communities.

• Opportunities to volunteer through community 

work and social placement. 

• Projects, competitions, activities in the 

classroom, in school, at home, in local 

communities and in society



TY History ideas 

Conflict and resolution 

Memory & identity 

Historical research 

skills 

Digital archive

History book clubReflection

Archaeology 

workshop

Class trips

Create your own 

museum

Being a Learner
Civic and Community 

Engagement
Career ExplorationPersonal Growth

Monument restoration

Volunteering in a local 

museum 

Collate local oral 

histories

History blogMultiperspectivity Careers workshop
Photographic timeline 

of your local area

Propaganda and 

censorship

Ethical dilemmas 

through history

Create a history 

documentary
Local heritage
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What is Heritage?

Source: The Heritage Council. 

Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nf8DyjCz8UE   

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/HWml-sasXx4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nf8DyjCz8UE


Our Heritage
Our heritage is what we have inherited from the past, to 

value and enjoy in the present, and to preserve and pass 

on to future generations.

Our heritage comprises of:

Tangible

Historical sites, buildings, monuments, objects in 

museums, artefacts and archives.

Natural

Waterways, landscapes, woodlands, bogs, uplands, native 

wildlife, insects, plants, trees, birds and animals.

Intangible

Customs, sports, music, dance, folklore, crafts, skills, and 

traditions.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/about/what-is-heritage 

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/about/what-is-heritage
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/about/what-is-heritage
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/about/what-is-heritage
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/about/what-is-heritage
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/about/what-is-heritage


Heritage in my Locality

Tangible

Historical sites, buildings, 

monuments, objects in 

museums, artefacts and 

archives

Natural

Waterways, landscapes, 

woodlands, bogs, uplands, 

native wildlife, insects, 

plants, trees, birds and 

animals

Intangible

Customs, sports, music, 

dance, folklore, crafts, 

skills, and traditions

• Interview the oldest person you 

know for an oral history project 

• Restoration project for local 

historical sites or memorials

• Visit your local library, museum, 

archive, history association or 

OPW site

• Create a photographic timeline of 

your area 

• Interview a member of 

Waterways Ireland

• Volunteer with your local Tidy 

Towns committee

• Visit a local bog, wildlife 

reserve/trust or sanctuary, Coillte 

site or biodiversity organisation

• Audit the native flora and fauna 

in your area and create an action 

plan for conservation

• Interview local craft organisations 

and create videos of their work

• Plan a walking tour of your area 

• Create a repository of local 

folklore stories, customs and 

traditions

• Record local musicians and 

create a playlist for your local 

community 



Using maps in the History classroom

• How do you use maps in the 
History classroom?

• What types of maps do you 
use? Where do you source 
them?

William O’Brien, Rockbrook Park School, Rathfarnham, Co. Dublin

Peter Cahill, Phobailscoil Iosolde, Palmerstown, Co. Dublin

Mary McGrath, Presentation de la Salle, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/ZtkjaoL3kGo


Plan a walking tour of your area 

Have you created walking tours of your 

local area with your History students? 



Digital platforms for creating maps 



Padlet maps for the History classroom





How do you promote Senior Cycle 
History? 

Civic and Community 

Engagement
Being a Learner Career ExplorationPersonal Growth

History debate club

Displays 

History journals 

Self-reflection

Culture appreciation 

days
Reeling in the Years 

Work experience

Class trips

Guest speakers

Make links with your 

local OPW

Liaise with local 

History group 

Reenactments of local 

history events

Personal History 

projects
Time capsule Visits to universities School museum

Peer teachingCross-curricular links Careers day
Walking tour of your 

local area
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Career Exploration 

What guest speakers 
have you brought in or 
could you bring in to 
speak with your students? 

Dr. Sarah-Anne Buckley, History Lecturer, University of Galway 

Dr. Oran Finegan, Director of Forensic Action International

Daniel Mac Sweeney, Director of the Authorised Intervention Tuam

Commandant Daniel Ayiotis, Military Archives, Cathal Brugha Barracks, Dublin   

Click the image to play

https://youtu.be/g00GGuNrA9w


Lunch

Follow 

us on X

@Oide_History

Join our new 

mailing list to 

receive news 

and updates 
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