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Thank you and welcome!

Dr Lynsey Callaghan



Overview

09:30 Tea / Coffee - Registration

10:00 Session 1

11:30 Tea/Coffee - Time to Connect

11:50 Session 2

13:30 Finish



Ask your question

? ?



…integrates the three core disciplines of 

listening, composing and performing. 

These are not taught in isolation but are 

meaningfully connected. 

This integrated approach deepens 

understanding and reinforces theoretical 

knowledge through practical application.

Looking at Music Draft Guide for Post-Primary Schools (2025), p.7

High-quality Music teaching…

Dec 2025



• consider the Why, What and How of vocal warmups for classroom singing

• share our experiences of nurturing and motivating our young singers

• discuss key considerations when selecting and preparing repertoire

• demonstrate how DLT can support singing in the Music classroom

• investigate how to layer up the learning when teaching a song

• experience some beatboxing and lilting

• explore singing as a learning tool when teaching other areas of the curriculum

• meet the final series of our trilogy - Meet the Voice

Learning together, we will…



The Why, 

What and 

How!

Dr Lynsey Callaghan

Vocal Warmups



Vocal Warmups

Consider the vocal warmups on p. 1

Share an exercise that you find 

supports learning in the classroom

Activate Your Voice Booklet, pp.1-2



Motivating the Student

Share strategies for how 

you nurture the shy and/or 

unenthusiastic singer

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.2

Image generated using Google Gemini



Strategies Shared

…model positive 

confident singing

…Some students can be anxious singing in front of 

others. Build resilience over time – start by getting them to 

perform to one person they choose, then a small group of 

friends, then others etc. 

…change the environment e.g., go outside

…pique their interest with a song 

they already know/are familiar with, 

and then bring in the warm-ups 

…don’t be afraid to have fun 

yourself. Positive for the students 

to see that it is enjoyable…start by not singing, do exercises while 

speaking, not singing!

…make singing a part of the 

normal classroom routine,

don’t make a big deal of it

…incorporate physical games



Sharing Repertoire

Share a song that supported your 

students in engaging with singing 

and learning in the Music classroom

Activate Your Voice Padlet

CLOSED



Repertoire Shared



Selecting Repertoire

What key factors do you consider 

when selecting a song for your 

students?

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.3



DLT Supporting Your Selection

• Download MusicXML file

• Import into your notation software

• Adapt as desired

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.7



How to...?         Oide DLT Music Supports

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.24



Preparing for Rehearsal

How do you introduce 

a new song to your 

students?

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.3



Preparing for Rehearsal

Together with your group, consider…

1. overall shape

2. a possible starting point

3. potential technical challenges

4. 3-4 musical features ?
Activate Your Voice Booklet, pp.8-10



A Possible Starting Point 

Response 1

Response 2



Teaching the Song – Tricky Rhythms

Answer each 

call with 

Response 1

Call 1

Call 2

Call 3



Technical Point 1
8ve Leap

Preparatory Warmup



Technical Point 2

bb.29-36

E minor D minor

Modulation



Preparatory Warmup

bb.29-36

Moving from E minor D minor



Singing Across the Curriculum

1

2

3

4

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.8

What learning from other 

areas of the curriculum 

might this song support?



Let’s Sing!

As we sing through this score, 

consider for what cohort of 

your students might this 

arrangement suit?

Full Piano Vocal Score available to download from Oide website

Score on pp.9-10



Time to 

connect

See you 

at 11:45



Meet 
the 

Voice



Activate Your Beatbox

Bass drum

B

Hi-hat

T

Snare drum

K

Crash Cymbal

Tsh



Four to the Floor

Bass drum

B

Bass drum

B

Bass drum

B

Bass drum

B



Backbeat

Bass drum

B

Bass drum

B

Snare drum

K

Snare drum

K



Add the Hi-hat

Bass drum

B

Snare drum

K

Hi-hat

T

Hi-hat

T



Drum Roll

Crash Cymbal

Tsh

Hi-hat

T

Snare drum

K

Hi-hat

T

Snare drum

K

Repeat x 3



Combine Sounds

Bsh
Bass drum and 

Crash Cymbal



Singing On and Off the Beat



Performing the Melody & Accompaniment

B BK KT T T TB KT T B KT T



Harmony Singing in Octaves 

Preparatory Warmup



Harmony Singing in 6ths 

Lower voice moves to the harmony note by step

Preparatory Warmup



Harmony Singing in 6ths 

Preparatory Warmup



Syncopation

Preparatory Warmup



Building the Score and Performance

Syncopation

Melody Accompaniment

Harmony in 6ths



Let’s Sing!

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.3

As we sing through this score, 

consider what cohort of your 

students this song might suit?

?
Score on pp.15-22



Developing the Ear and the Eye - Sight Singing

6      5        3       4        6      5        5       5        6      5        3      4         3      4        5      5  

1               2              3               4       5          1              2        3          4       3          2    5

Movement: 1 = knees, 2 = thighs, 3 = hips, 4 = waist, 5 = shoulders, 6 = head

Develop the inner ear: sing along with the audio 

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=oto3qW9T8hw&list=RDoto3qW9T8hw&start_radio=1


The Conspiracy Reel

What other areas of the curriculum 

might the learning here support?



Lilting Rhythm

Dum Da Dy Do Dee Dy Dum

Da Dy Da Do Dee Dy Day



Layering the Rhythm

Dum Da Dee Dy DumDydin Dodin

Da Dy DayDadin Dodin Deedin Dydin



Lilting with an Upbeat

Da Dee DyDydin Dodin

Dy Dadin Dodin Deedin Dydin

Dee - um

Dee - a

Dum

Day



Progressing the Learning

Eydin Dodin

Adin Dodin Eydin

Dee - um DeedinDiddly Diddly

Diddly Diddly

Dum

DayDee - adin



Lilting Melody



Lilting – Building the Melody



Learning Irish Dance through Lilting



Supporting Inclusion



Possible Lilting Syllables

Dum  Da  

Dy  Do  

Dee  Dy  Day

Dydin  

Dodin  

Deedin  

Dadin

Diddly  

Schkiddery
The next D is often dropped e.g. 

diddly-um, diddly-ey, diddly-adin, 

schkiddery-eydin

Lapadoo  

Deedindoo  

Dydindoo  

Yadindoo

Dee-um  

Dee-a  

(upbeat)

Dum Dee-    

Dy Dee-
The next D is often dropped e.g. 

dee-um, dee-ey, dee-adindoo

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.5



DLT Supporting Vocal Learning

• Google Chrome extension

• Change key and speed

• Loop sections of the music 

Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.6

Play with solid fill

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=RS4klFyB7RE
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=RS4klFyB7RE


Learn Rhythm through Words

Up running up running up running up running

Up running up running running running up

C

Preparatory Warmup



Develop Step Movement

Up running up running up running up running

Up running up running running running up

C fa

D so

Up running up running up running up running

Up running up running running running up

E la



Consider the Learning
Musical Literacy



Perform the Melody

Rehearse Leaps

Explore the Minor Pentatonic Scale

Preparatory Warmup



Let’s Sing

bb. 20-28



Supporting Singing in Harmony

What learning is at the heart of this exercise?

Preparatory Warmup: 2-bar canons

1.

2.



Singing in Parallel 3rds



Progressing 

the 

Learning

Building 

the Score

bb.51-58



My Students, My Context

What learning in this 

song might support 

your students?

?
Activate Your Voice Booklet, p.14



Let’s Sing!

?
Activate Your Voice Booklet, pp.11-14



• considered the Why, What and How of vocal warmups for classroom singing

• shared our experiences of nurturing and motivating our young singers

• discussed key considerations when selecting and preparing repertoire

• demonstrated how DLT can support singing in the Music classroom

• investigated how to layer up the learning when teaching a song

• experienced some beatboxing and lilting

• explored singing as a learning tool when teaching other areas of the curriculum

• meet the final series of our trilogy - Meet the Voice

Learning together, we…



Q&A

? ?



Best of Luck to All Our Young Musicians! 

2026 JC Practicals 
Mon 02 to Fri 13 March

2026 LC Practicals
Mon 13 to Fri 24 April

2027 LC Practicals PROVISIONAL
Mon 5 to Fri 16 April

https://www.examinations.ie/misc-doc/EN-SC-54934724.pdf



www.oide.ie



We welcome your 
feedback

Fáiltítear roimh bhur 
gcuid aiseolais

CLOSED



Thank you for your 
engagement!
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