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Women in Music
Women have played vital roles in music throughout history — as composers, performers, 
innovators, and cultural leaders — even when their contributions were overlooked. 
Studying their stories reveals creativity, resilience, and the lasting impact women have had 
on music across time.

Research, Listen and Respond

1. What families of instruments can you hear at the very beginning of the piece?
2. How would you describe the tempo in the opening?
3. Does the melody sound smooth (legato) or detached (staccato)?

4. How would you describe the mood of the opening?

5. What dynamic level does the piece start with? Does it change within the first minute?
6. Is the texture mostly… Monophonic,  Homophonic or Polyphonic?​

   Explain your choice.

Musical Timeline

• Use the Oide Historical Periods of Music posters to complete this musical timeline.
• Insert the name of a female composer from each music era in the blue boxes above.
• In your copy, create a playlist to include at least one piece of music by each named 

composer. List the pieces in chronological order.

Medieval Renaissance Baroque Romantic

c.500-1450 c. 1750-1810 c. 1910-2000

• Research the French composer Lili Boulanger. Write a paragraph 
describing her life, achievements, and contribution to music, along 
with any other interesting facts.

• Listen to Boulanger’s D'un matin de Printemps, an example of 
‘impressionist’ music, which focuses on mood and emotion in 
music. 

• Answer the questions in your copy.

https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/MUSIC-Historical-Periods-of-Music-Wall-Display.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4JeeXilFKo
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Junior Cycle Music Learning outcomes
1.14 Compare pieces of music that are similar in period and style by different composers from different 

countries
2.3 Adapt excerpts/motifs/themes from an existing piece of music by changing its feel, style, or 

underlying harmony
3.1 Collaborate with fellow students and peers to produce a playlist and a set of recordings to 

accompany a local historical event or community celebration

Compose

LCA Music Learning Outcomes
Unit 1 Music Types
1. demonstrate listening skills for this type of music
2. name some of the prominent personalities involved in this type of music
3. display a knowledge of the instruments associated with this type of music
4. identify the main characteristics of this type of music
5. demonstrate an awareness of this type of music in reference to its historical, social, cultural and 

geographical context

Being a Learner
• Acquiring more knowledge and skills 

relevant to senior cycle
• Expressing their own ideas more clearly 

while engaging with other people’s ideas

Civic and Community Engagement
• Becoming more involved with creative and cultural 

activities
• Wanting to contribute to a more just world

Career Exploration
• Learning how to generate ideas and turn ideas into 

action

Transition Year Developmental Indicators

Possible Curricular Links

Skill of Comparison
Anna Meredith and Eimear Noone are both 21st-century composers, Anna in contemporary 
classical/electronic fusion music, and Eimear in cinematic orchestral music. 

• Listen to Nautilus by Anna Meredith and Warlords of Draenor (from World of Warcraft) by 
Eimear Noone.

• In your copy, compare each of these pieces using two of the following musical elements: 
melodic features, rhythmic features, instrumentation, mood, tempo

Using the two motifs above from D’un matin de printemps, create your own short piece, 20–
40 seconds long, inspired by Lili Boulanger’s style. Your piece should include…

• development of Boulanger’s motifs (light, bright, and energetic) inspired by her music
• your own composed contrasting motif
• articulation and dynamics to suit your chosen instrument(s)
• a clear musical structure

https://www.annameredith.com/
https://www.eimearnoonemusic.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vajhs2wBeCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuSON351IyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4JeeXilFKo


This reflection tool accompanies all Oide Music classroom supports. It offers you, the Music 
teacher, a space to consider how each support might accommodate and further progress your 
students’ learning. We invite you to consider the questions below prior to engaging with these 

classroom supports.
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What year group might engage with this 
learning?

Why might this learning suit these 
students? (Prior learning? Student 
interests? Motivation?)

What learning identified in the Specification, 
Programme Statement or Syllabus does 
this learning link to?

Identify the JC Key Skills and/or the SC Key Competencies activated in this learning.

What tweaks do I need to make so this support will suit my students?

Music Classroom Supports
Teacher Reflection Tool
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