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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A MUSIC TEACHER 
...identifies the continuum of annual support that the Oide Music team will provide over the next four years.  
 

Blank spaces are for you to plot out events that you know will take place in a year of your Music department.  

Some of these events might include, but are not limited to: 

• Assessment - class tests, CBAs, Christmas exams, mocks, practicals, state exams... 

• School events - masses, graduations, open night/day, awards night... 

• Celebration events (e.g., LGBTQI+, Arts week, Music week, Seachtain na Gaeilge, etc.) 

• Local events/school trips 

• Music-specific events (e.g., concerts/musicals/shows) 

• Other 
  

Activity: Identify key moments for a year in the life of your Music department.  

Shade in the relevant months in the image below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SENIOR CYCLE REDEVELOPED LEAVING CERTIFICATE MUSIC 
 

Activity: Make predictions about each of the statements before this PLE begins.  

 Did they hold true at the end of the workshop? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: This exercise is used during this Music PLE 2026-2027, solely to position your thinking about Senior Cycle 

Redevelopment at this time. 



Introducing the New Leaving Certificate Music Specification 

 

Oide.ie  3 

SENIOR CYCLE GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

The 8 guiding principles are a touchstone for schools as they design their senior cycle. 

A touchstone evaluates the quality of something. Select 1 principle from the descriptions below 

and share how your classroom practice reflects this principle. 
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MEET THE LC MUSIC SPECIFICATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. Purpose 

 
 In your specification, p.4, highlight the statements in the RATIONALE that align with your 

beliefs and values as a music teacher. 

 

 Label the five AIMS on p.5 A – E. Organise them according to what is currently done well 

and what may need further development in your music department. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 Highlight 3-4 key messages from the CONTINUITY AND PROGRESSION section on p.6, 

which you might use to showcase the value of choosing music as a Senior Cycle subject.  

 
 

 

2. Senior Cycle Learning 

 
 Select one Key Competency that sings to you. 

 

 Identify how 1-2 attributes from your chosen key 

competency might be activated in your Music classroom. 

 

Working well? Needs further development? 
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3. Learning in the Music Class 
 

As you read through the LEARNING OUTCOMES, use the following symbols to… 

 

• identify learning you currently engage in 

• select learning that you are excited about  

•  identify what learning is new for your context. 

 

 

4. Evidencing the Learning 
 

 Consider the highlighted yellow and blue sections from pp.25-30 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Language of Learning 
 

 As you visit the other 4 stations in our carousel, mark with a ? any new language you 

encounter. 

 

 Once you have finished the carousel activities, take a moment to find the language you 

marked with a ? in the Glossaries at the back of your specification. 

 

 

 

How will engaging with the AAC encourage students to develop a holistic understanding of 
what being a musician involves? 

How does the AAC provide varied performance opportunities for students? 
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NOTES 

Capture feedback in the space below 
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THE SOUNDS OF OUR MUSIC SPECIFICATION 
 
Activity: Continue your group’s 2-bar motif in a descending sequence. 
 
                   Motif 1           Motif 2 

            
 

 
 
Activity: What Key Competencies from pp.10-11 of the specification were activated in this 

learning experience? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mode of Key Competencies in the Music specification 
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TEACHING FOR STUDENT LEARNING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The music classroom is a safe space where relationships are grounded in trust and respect so 

that students feel encouraged to express themselves and their ideas confidently and competently. 

Creativity thrives in the music classroom when students feel confident to experiment with a variety of 

approaches when creating, improvising and performing in ways that promote originality and personal 

expression. By facilitating creativity, students feel supported to propose alternative ideas, challenge 

conventions and take risks, embracing uncertainty and innovation. 

Engagement in performance activities requires strategies which foster confidence, communication and 

inclusivity. Gradual exposure to diverse performance settings, performing individually and as a member 

of a group and scaffolded reflective practice help to build confidence and motivation. Accommodating 

student choice, interests and existing talents in the selection of repertoire helps to support students to 

engage meaningfully in their learning. 

Throughout their studies, students engage with, listen, appraise and respond to a wide range of music. All 

interaction with music begins with the development of aural awareness and critical listening skills. This 

foundation is deepened through exploration and analysis of notated music, where available, thereby 

fostering a more comprehensive understanding of musical structure, musical elements and expression. 

 

Activity: Complete the two tasks below. 
 

1. Consider the three messages below, taken from the Teaching for Student Learning section 
 

2. Using the Modes of Engagement on pp.13-14, describe in detail the learning students will 

engage in to enact these messages as musicians in today’s world. 

Mode of Engagement: Creating and Experimenting 

Mode of Engagement: Performing and Music-making 

Mode of Engagement: Listening, Appraising and Responding 
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LEARNING MUSIC 
 

Activity: Sight sing the complete melody and consider what performance skills will be 
needed to communicate this music effectively. 
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PLANNING FOR LEARNING IN THE MUSIC CLASSROOM  

 
 

Activity: How does your Music department currently plan for 5th and 6th year Music? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Activity: What are the good practices we can continue from planning for Junior Cycle and 

Transition Year Music? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning is the hard thinking teachers need to do in 

order to design quality opportunities for student 

learning. 

Mode of How we currently plan for 5th & 6th Year Music... 

Mode of Planning strategies that have worked well for us are... 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT PLANNING PROMPT QUESTIONS 
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MANUSCRIPT 
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SENIOR CYCLE KEY COMPETENCIES 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate Music (2026), pp.8-9 

 
Each competency has an introductory description, followed by the overarching 

learning outcomes and the associated attributes. 
 

The attributes help to make the competency clearer by setting out how the student will 

develop and apply the learning. 
 

It is unlikely that any one individual will develop all of the attributes equally. 
 

Key Competencies in Senior Cycle (2024), p.3 

 

Further detail in relation to key competencies is available at  
https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-redevelopment/student-key-competencies/   

 

The development of 

students’ literacies and 

numeracy contributes to 

the development of 

competencies and vice-

versa. 

Key competencies is an umbrella term which refers to the knowledge, skills, values and 
dispositions students develop in an integrated way during senior cycle. 

 
The key competencies come to life through the learning experiences and pedagogies 

teachers choose and through students’ responses to them. Students can and should be 
helped to develop their key competencies irrespective of their past or present background, 

circumstances or experiences and should have many opportunities to make their key 
competencies visible.  

 

https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-redevelopment/student-key-competencies/
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THE LANGUAGE OF SENIOR CYCLE REDEVELOPMENT 

 
Additional Assessment Component (AAC) 

encourages students to develop a holistic 

understanding of what it means to be a musician by 

applying their learning, which cannot be readily 

assessed by a written examination, through a 

practical performance.  

 

Attributes are statements which help to make each 

key competency clearer by setting out how students 

will develop and apply the key competency. The aim 

is that students strive to develop as many of these as 

possible, while retaining what makes them uniquely 

themselves. 

 

Learning Intentions are statements created by 

the teacher that clearly describe what the teacher 

wants students to know, understand, and be able to 

do as a result of the learning and teaching activities 

for a lesson or a series of lessons. 

 

Learning Outcomes are statements which outline 

the knowledge, skills, values and dispositions 

students should be able to demonstrate after a period 

of learning. 

 

The integrated Modes of Engagement are 

Creating & Experimenting, Listening, Appraising & 

Responding, Performing & Music-Making, which 

promote deeper musical understanding and provide 

opportunities for students to learn to become 

musicians and realise their musical selves. 

 

Formative Assessment occurs in the ebb and 

flow of daily classroom interaction. It is the process 

of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by 

learners and their teachers to decide where the 

learners are in their learning, where they need to go 

and how best to get there. The five formative 

assessment strategies include Clarifying the 

Intended Learning, Feedback to Progress Learning, 

Eliciting Evidence of Learning, Students as 

Resources for Each Other, and Students as 

Independent Learners. 

Senior Cycle Key Competencies is learning which 

spans across all of the students’ senior cycle 

experiences. It is an umbrella term which refers to the 

knowledge, skills, values and dispositions students will 

develop in an integrated way. 

 

The learning in the Strands is interwoven and should 

be studied concurrently, rather than in isolation or in a 

linear order. There are two strands in the LC Music 

specification: Exploring & Expressing Musical Ideas and 

Music in Context: Past & Present  

 

Students Learn About is a column to the left of the 

learning outcomes, which outlines specific areas that 

students must learn about. It provides more detail and 

scaffolds understanding of the learning outcomes 

without over-elaboration. 

 

The 8 Senior Cycle Guiding Principles are a 

touchstone for schools and other educational settings as 

they design their senior cycle.  

 

Success Criteria are linked to learning intentions. 

They are developed by the teacher and/or the student 

and describe what success looks like. They help the 

teacher and student to make judgments about the 

quality of student learning.  

 

Summative Assessment is used to evaluate student 

learning at the end of the instructional process or a 

period of learning. The purpose is to summarise the 

students’ achievements and to determine whether and 

to what degree the students have demonstrated 

understanding of that learning by comparing it against 

agreed success criteria or features of quality 

descriptors. 

 

Unit of Learning links learning outcomes, which 

clearly set out what students should know, understand, 

and be able to do as a result of learning and teaching 

activities within that unit.   
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FURTHER SUPPORTS 
 

For all queries 
contact 

info@oide.ie 

DEY Senior Cycle 
Redevelopment 

SEC Senior Cycle 
Redevelopment 

Oide Website 
Senior Cycle 

Music 

Sign Up to our 
Mailing List 

Curriculum 
Online 

NCCA Senior Cycle 
Redevelopment 

Music 


