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Students as Active Citizens 

• ‘students at the centre’

• ‘actively participate in their  

communities’

• ‘resourceful and confident   

learners’

• ‘contributes to equality’

• ‘inclusive’

• ‘students make a positive 

difference in their schools, 

communities and society’

• ‘act on their responsibilities 

and exercise their rights’

• ‘global citizens’

• ‘understand and interpret 

that experience in the light 

of our changing world’

• ‘the principles of a just 

society’

• ‘participatory citizenship’

• ‘students to grow in 

awareness of how their 

wellbeing is connected to 

the wellbeing of others, 

locally and globally’

JC RE Specification TY Programme Statement LCA RE Programme

CSPE Specification LC RE Syllabus



The Value of Religious Education

Head: What should students 
know and understand 
through their study of RE?

Hands:  How could students 
apply the skills they are 
learning to their daily lives? 

Heart: What important 
attitudes and values can 
be nurtured through the 
study of RE? 



respectful listening

communication skills

working with others

volunteerism & 

social justice 

projects

Developing skills 

of and in…

being open to the “other”

appreciating religious plurality and 

different responses to life’s Big 

questions 

respect for religious and 

non-religious traditions

the search for meaning 

as a common goal

Nurturing values 

and attitudes that 

allow for …

care of the Earth

personal wellbeing

beliefs and values in action

Knowledge and 

understanding of …

the human condition

different religious and 

non-religious traditions 

how beliefs and values are 

expressed in people’s daily lives

the world around us

moral codes

different beliefs, values, rituals 



Learning Intentions for Session 1

To explore the connection between active learning and living 
our values, we will …

consider how exploring 

different beliefs and values can 

model a positive pluralism that 

nurtures positive attitudes to 

diversity in the RE classroom 

engage with formative 

assessment strategies that 

enable students as motivated, 

active learners.



Living Our Values

Religious Education helps to equip students with the 

knowledge, understanding, skills, attitudes and values to 

support their life journey and enable them to participate in 

their communities and in the world as informed, respectful, 

responsible and caring members of society. 

(NCCA Junior Cycle RE Specification, page 6.)



Statement of Learning 7

Students will learn about issues of concern to them 

and the wider world and be challenged to consider 

how their response in local and wider contexts can 

contribute to creating a more just and sustainable 

world. (NCCA Junior Cycle RE Specification, page 6.)



Student Voice on Issues of Concern

What issues of 

concern do you 

have about the 

world today? 



A Journey of Learning 

Claire’s context and 

motivation 

Considering what we 

understand by an 

inclusive approach to RE 

Building a UoL: Narrative, 

Ritual and Prayer

Distilling key learning 

from LOs

Supporting interreligious learning and 

formative assessment: StoryMaps

Exploring how StoryMaps

may support this learning in our own 

contexts Enabling students 

as motivated, 

active learners 

with the use of 

learning intentions 

and success 

criteria 

Reflecting on how we 

can develop our use of 

LIs and SC 



Junior Cycle Religious Education

Religious Education aims to help students 

understand, respect and appreciate people’s 

expression of belief.

(NCCA Junior Cycle Religious Education Specification, page 5.)



Teacher Voice 



3.1 examine different sources of values and 

ways in which the values of a person relate to 

their everyday choices, their relationships, and 

their responsibilities to others

1.6 examine and appreciate how people give 

expression to religious belief in religious 

rituals, in formal places of worship and other 

sacred spaces

1.7 discuss the significance of non-religious 

rituals/celebrations for people’s lives

1.8 describe the role of prayer in the lives of 

people of faith

2.4 research and present the understanding of 

the Divine found in two major world religions 

drawing upon their origins in sacred texts 

and/or other sources of authority

1.12 synthesise and consider the insights 

gained about how people express and live out 

their beliefs, religious or otherwise

Task: 

Consider the possible key 

learning (KUSAVs) 

students may develop 

when engaging with 2-3 of 

these learning outcomes 

included in the unit of 

learning, 'Narrative, Ritual 

and Prayer.'  

 Students will…

Narrative, Ritual and Prayer
Learning Outcomes

Key Learning



Key Learning Activity

CIRCULATE

around the groups

REVIEW

• the key learning other groups have identified.

• one person in each group will stay at their table and 

present an overview of their work to visiting groups. 

TIME

10 minutes



Students will… (KUSAV)

• understand how a sacred text can influence 

worship and prayer in the life of a person of 

faith

• explain the role that narratives, found in sacred 

texts, play in important religious rituals, marked 

in the life of a person of faith

• explore rituals that people from different 

religious and non-religious traditions engage in, 

to express their beliefs and values 

• recognise and describe how these religious and 

non-religious rituals demonstrate the beliefs 

and values of communities

• appreciate and respect the rich religious 

diversity within Irish society today

Narrative, Ritual and Prayer
Learning Outcomes

Key Learning

3.1 examine different sources of values and 

ways in which the values of a person relate to 

their everyday choices, their relationships, 

and their responsibilities to others

1.6 examine and appreciate how people give 

expression to religious belief in religious 

rituals, in formal places of worship and other 

sacred spaces

1.7 discuss the significance of non-religious 

rituals/celebrations for people’s lives

1.8 describe the role of prayer in the lives of 

people of faith

2.4 research and present the understanding of 

the Divine found in two major world religions 

drawing upon their origins in sacred texts 

and/or other sources of authority

1.12 synthesise and consider the insights 

gained about how people express and live out 

their beliefs, religious or otherwise



Key Learning

Ongoing Assessment

Learning Experiences 

Learning Outcomes

Level 2 LP

Students will…

• read a piece of sacred text and identify 

the key message

• discuss their understanding of this 

message and recall any ritual they may 

have already encountered relating to this 

ritual

• examine religious rituals from a variety of 

faith backgrounds

• watch to a short video clip and answer 

questions that follow and share their 

answers in a group

• consider the ways in which they engage 

in narrative, ritual and prayer in their own 

lives

• reflect on the religious beliefs and values 

of a religious perspective and appreciate 

how these values are lived out in their 

everyday life.

Narrative, Ritual and Prayer  

3.1 examine different sources of values and 

ways in which the values of a person relate 

to their everyday choices, their relationships, 

and their responsibilities to others

1.6 examine and appreciate how people give 

expression to religious belief in religious 

rituals, in formal places of worship and other 

sacred spaces

1.7 discuss the significance of non-religious 

rituals/celebrations for people’s lives

1.8 describe the role of prayer in the lives of 

people of faith

2.4 research and present the understanding 

of the Divine found in two major world 

religions drawing upon their origins in 

sacred texts and/or other sources of 

authority

1.12 synthesise and consider the insights 

gained about how people express and live 

out their beliefs, religious or otherwise.

Students will… (KUSAV)

• understand how a sacred text can 

influence worship and prayer in the 

life of a person of faith

• explain the role that narratives, 

found in sacred texts, play in 

important religious rituals, marked in 

the life of a person of faith

• explore rituals that people from 

different religious and non-religious 

traditions engage in, to express their 

beliefs and values 

• recognise and describe how these 

religious and non-religious rituals 

demonstrate the beliefs and values 

of communities

• appreciate and respect the rich 

religious diversity within Irish society 

today.

Students will…

• choose a religious and/or non-

religious tradition from the Story 

Maps resource

• engage with an extract from the 

sacred text relating to an important 

ritual 

• use Think-Pair-Share or Stop and Jot 

to recall prior knowledge relating to 

this ritual

• use enquiry-based learning to identify 

how the narrative and the ritual 

influence the lives people of faith

• explore further the role of narrative, 

ritual and prayer in the lives of people 

of faith by watching short video clips 

• reflect on how beliefs and values are 

lived out in the lives of people 

belonging to different religious and 

non-religious communities in Ireland 

today. 

Communication and Literacy: 1.4, 1.6, 1.16

Living in a community: 4.6

Reflection Reflect on the importance of learning about and from the different religious and non-religious traditions in Ireland today.



Teacher Voice 



StoryMaps 

https://tinyurl.com/4vp4vafp

https://tinyurl.com/4vp4vafp


Teacher Voice 



Enabling Students as Active Learners

The quality framework views students as active agents in their 

learning who engage purposefully in a wide range of learning 

activities, who respond in a variety of ways to different learning 

opportunities and who are afforded the opportunity to engage 

in meaningful discussions with teachers to inform learning and 

teaching.

(Looking at Our School 2022: A Quality Framework for Post-Primary Schools, page 9)



Aspects of Formative Assessment 

Self-Assessment 

and Evaluation

Peer Assessment 

and Evaluation

Learning Intentions 

and Success Criteria

Effective Use 

of Questioning 

and Discussion

Effective Formative 

Feedback



Learning Intentions & Success Criteria in Focus

… a statement that 

describes what students 

should know, understand 

and be able to do by the 

end of the lesson or series 

of lessons.

… are linked to learning 

intentions. They are developed by 

the teacher and/or the student and 

describe what success looks like. 

They help the teacher and student 

to make judgements about the 

quality of student learning.

Learning Intention Success Criteria



Check-in on Practice 

What is working well in your 

use of learning intentions 

and success criteria?
Is there anything you would like to 

develop in relation to your use of 

learning intentions and success 

criteria? 

What 
is working well?

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

Even 
better if?

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________



Students as Active, Motivated Learners 

Assessment and 

Feedback

Ownership of 

learning

Clear direction

Focus and 

relevance

Metacognitive 

skills



Planning a Learning Experience Activity



Planning a Learning Experience Activity

JOIN
your assigned group

PLAN

a learning experience where students are motivated and 

active learners engaging with the key learning from the UoL 

Narrative, Ritual and Prayer that you identified earlier

TIME

20 minutes



Carousel of the Learning 

• Take a few moments to move around 

the room and review the learning 

experiences other groups have 

developed. 

• One person in each group will stay at 

their table and present an overview of 

their learning experience. 



A Journey of Learning 

Claire’s context and 

motivation 

Considered what we 

understand by an 

inclusive approach to RE 

Building a UoL: Narrative, 

Ritual and Prayer

Distilled key learning 

from LOs

Supporting interreligious learning and 

formative assessment: StoryMaps

Explored how StoryMaps

may support this learning in our own 

contexts
Enabling students 

as motivated, 

active learners 

with the use of 

learning intentions 

and success 

criteria 

Reflected on how we 

can develop our use of 

LIs and SC 



Reflection on Session 1

How does it work in 

this context?
How might it work 

in my context?

What have I seen that 

may enhance my 

students’ experience?

How will I adopt it 

to my practice? 



Learning Intentions for Session 1

To explore the connection between active learning and living 
our values, we have …

considered how exploring 

different beliefs and values can 

model a positive pluralism that 

nurtures positive attitudes to 

diversity in the RE classroom 

engaged with formative 

assessment strategies that 

enable students as motivated, 

active learners.



Learning Intentions for Session 2

To explore the connection between active learning and living 
our values, we will …

engage with strategies that 

support research integrity and 

motivate students as active 

learners

consider how active learning 

experiences can deepen 

students’ understanding of 

what it means to be an active 

citizen. 



Action Verb: Research

Research:

…find suitable information, sort, record, analyse 

and draw conclusions.
(NCCA Junior Cycle Religious Education Specification, page 22.)



31 Learning Outcomes Poster



Research in the RE classroom 

Challenges?

Opportunities? 

Discussion: 

What are some of the 

opportunities and challenges 

you have encountered when 

engaging with research in the 

RE classroom? 



Care for the Earth

What line of inquiry 

could we take?

What relevant sources 

could we engage with?

What strategies could 

support the research on 

this topic? 



Key Learning

Ongoing Assessment

Learning Experiences 

Learning Outcomes

Reflection

Level 2 LP

Students will…

• engage with the research question ‘What 

do different religious and non-religious 

world views teach about caring for the 

earth?’

• participate in a co-operative learning 

strategy ‘Jigsaw’ to support their research

• create a poster and demonstrating their 

learning 

• share their learning with their peers during 

a World View Café activity 

• reflect on their learning using a 4F’s 

reflection template.

Students will…

• answer Enquiry, Exploration 

and Reflection & Action 

questions following research on 

one world view’s teaching on 

the care for the earth

• share their learning with their 

peers 

• craft questions to ask their 

peers about other world views’ 

response to caring for the earth

• create a poster to share their 

learning with the other groups. 

Students will…

• know the teachings of different religious 

and non-religious world view’s regarding 

care for the earth

• understand the impact of these 

teachings on followers’ values and 

actions towards care for the earth

• evaluate the relevance of these 

teachings to contemporary 

environmental issues

• develop an awareness and appreciation 

of the common values and attitudes that 

inform religious and non-religious 

responses to caring for the Earth

• engage with local, national or 

international religious organisations who 

contribute to ongoing efforts to promote 

environmental responsibility.

Communication and Literacy: 1.2, 1.15, 1.17

Living in a Community: 4.6.

Care for the Earth  

Students will tie their learning together using the following reflection. I think it’s important people with different religious and non-religious world views 

care for the Earth because…

3.8 explain how an understanding of 

care for the earth found in a major world 

religion promotes the wellbeing of all 

people and the planet and discuss its 

relevance for today

2.7 explore how the religious teachings 

of a major world religion address an 

issue of concern for the world today

1.12 synthesise and consider the 

insights gained about how people 

express and live out their beliefs, 

religious or otherwise

3.1 examine different sources of values 

and ways in which the values of a 

person relate to their everyday life 

choices, their relationships, and their 

responsibilities to others

3.6 debate a moral issue that arises in 

their lives and consider the influences 

of two different viewpoints on the issue



Jigsaw Strategy



Reflection on Jigsaw

How does it work in 

this context?
How might it work 

in my context?

What have I seen that 

may enhance my 

students’ experience?

How will I adopt it 

to my practice? 



The Challenge of Research

Plagiarism & 

Academic Integrity
Maintaining Focus

Digital LiteracyBias & Misinformation

Reliability & 

Choice of Sources
Digital Fatigue

Information OverloadEthical Considerations



Exploring Challenges of Research 



Challenges of Student Research in 
the RE Classroom

JOIN
your talk partner

SHARE

• a challenge from the list for which you have a solution 

or some background knowledge or experience

• a second challenge with which you would like some 

help with

TIME

10 minutes



Developing a Research-Rich Classroom

Group Discussion

• How can we develop a 

research rich environment 

within our own classrooms? 



Developing a Research Rich Classroom

Begin with 
line of inquiry 

Modelling Research 
Practices

Critical thinking

Provide Feedback 
and Support

Fostering CuriosityPromote Collaboration 
and Active Learning

Empathy and 
understanding

Questioning 

assumptions



Repositories to Support Research 



Independent Research Projects

JOIN
your assigned group

CONSIDER

the prompts on the Values in Action: 

Independent Research Project Guide template

TIME

15 minutes



Learning Intentions for Session 2

To explore the connection between active learning 
and living our values, we have …

engaged with strategies that 

support research integrity and 

motivate students as active 

learners

considered how active learning 

experiences can deepen 

students’ understanding of 

what it means to be an active 

citizen. 



Learning Intentions for Session 3

To explore the connection between active learning and living 
our values, we will …

examine the role 

formative feedback 

has in enabling 

students to be 

motivated, active 

learners

identify strategies 

that support the 

giving and receiving 

of effective 

formative feedback 

reflect on and apply 

our learning to 

furnish feedback on 

samples of student 

work.



Aspects of Formative Assessment 

Self-Assessment 

and Evaluation

Peer Assessment 

and Evaluation

Learning Intentions 

and Success Criteria

Effective Use of 

Questioning and 

Discussion

Effective 

Formative 

Feedback



Evidence of Learning

Assessment is formative when either formal or informal 

procedures are used to gather evidence of learning during the 

learning process and used to adapt teaching to meet student 

needs. The process permits teachers and students to collect 

information about student progress, and to suggest adjustments 

to the teacher’s approach to instruction and the student’s 

approach to learning.

(NCCA Focus on Learning: Formative Feedback, Workshop 03, page 29.) 



Supportive and Constructive Feedback 

Providing supportive and constructive feedback to 

students conveys to students that the teacher cares 

about their learning and believes they can improve. 

(NCCA Focus on Learning: Formative Feedback, Workshop 03, page 29.) 



Student Voice on Formative Feedback



Teacher Voice: Providing Feedback 



Effective Feedback Strategy

What is the most effective feedback 

strategy you currently use in your 

RE classroom? Why? 



Teacher Voice: Benefits of Feedback



Student Engagement with Feedback 

Reflect on a time when you 

witnessed the benefits of feedback 

on student engagement.



Teacher Voice: What Makes Feedback Effective? 



Prompts for Formative Feedback

Reminder Prompts

Simple reminders 

of what they need 

to add or do to 

improve their work

Scaffold Prompts

A clear 

prompt for students 

who may need 
more instruction

Example Prompts

Examples that are 

easy to follow and 
understand



Supporting Formative Feedback

How do you tailor feedback to support the 

learning needs of all your students? 



Teacher Voice: Adapting Teaching in Light of Feedback 



Supporting Formative Feedback

Consider a time you recently made 

adjustments to your teaching in light 

of the feedback you were providing 

to your students



Effective Formative Feedback

Prompts student 

thinking

Indicates suggestions 

for improvement

Allows time for improvement 

to take place

Related to agreed 

success criteria 

Identifies success 

and achievement

Focused on the quality of 

the student work



Key Learning

Ongoing Assessment

Learning Experiences 

Learning Outcomes

Level 2 LP

Students will…

• read a piece of sacred text and identify 

the key message

• discuss their understanding of this 

message and recall any ritual they may 

have already encountered relating to 

this ritual

• examine religious rituals from a variety 

of faith backgrounds

• watch to a short video clip and answer 

questions that follow and share their 

answers in a group

• consider the ways in which they engage 

in narrative, ritual and prayer in their 

own lives

• reflect on the religious beliefs and 

values of a religious perspective and 

appreciate how these values are lived 

out in their everyday life

Narrative, Ritual and Prayer  

3.1 examine different sources of values and 

ways in which the values of a person relate 

to their everyday choices, their relationships, 

and their responsibilities to others

1.6 examine and appreciate how people give 

expression to religious belief in religious 

rituals, in formal places of worship and other 

sacred spaces

1.7 discuss the significance of non-religious 

rituals/celebrations for people’s lives

1.8 describe the role of prayer in the lives of 

people of faith

2.4 research and present the understanding 

of the Divine found in two major world 

religions drawing upon their origins in 

sacred texts and/or other sources of 

authority

1.12 synthesise and consider the insights 

gained about how people express and live 

out their beliefs, religious or otherwise

Students will… (KUSAV)

• understand how a sacred text can 

influence worship and prayer in 

the life of a person of faith

• explain the role that narratives, 

found in sacred texts, play in 

important religious rituals, marked 

in the life of a person of faith

• explore rituals that people from 

different religious and non-

religious traditions engage in, to 

express their beliefs and values 

• recognise and describe how these 

religious and non-religious rituals 

demonstrate the beliefs and 

values of communities

• appreciate and respect the rich 

religious diversity within Irish 

society today

Students will…

• choose a religious and/ or non-

religious tradition from the Story 

Maps 

• engage with an extract from the 

sacred text relating to an important 

ritual 

• use Think-Pair-Share or Stop and Jot 

to recall prior knowledge relating to 

this ritual

• use enquiry-based learning to identify 

how the narrative and the ritual 

influence the lives people of faith

•  

• explore further the role of narrative, 

ritual and prayer in the lives of people 

of faith by watching short video clips 

• reflect on how beliefs and values are 

lived out in the lives of people 

belonging to different religious and 

non-religious communities in Ireland 

today. 

Communication and Literacy: 1.4, 1.6, 1.16

Living in a community: 4.6

Reflection Reflect on the importance of learning about and from the different religious and non-religious traditions in Ireland 

today.



Student Assessment



Learning Intentions

• reflect on how the rituals during Diwali are an 
expression of Hindu faith.  

• recall what we already know 
about Hinduism 

• engage with a sacred narrative from the 
Hindu tradition to find what it teaches 
about darkness and light 

• discover how followers of the Hindu faith, living 
in Ireland, celebrate Diwali through ritual and 
prayer

Today we are 

learning about the 

importance of Diwali 

for many followers of 

the Hindu faith

We will …
Learning 
Intentions



Success Criteria

• reflect on the significance of Diwali for 
people of Hindu faith. 

• explain what a sacred Hindu 
narrative teaches about darkness 
and light

• describe important rituals that many 
followers of the Hindu faith perform 
during Diwali

• show an understanding of the role 
of prayer during Diwali

I can…

Co-creating 

Success Criteria 

for Assessment 

Activity

Success 

Criteria



Feedback on Student Work

JOIN

your assigned group and using the learning 

intentions and success criteria

CONSIDER

the sample of student work and provide 

feedback using What worked well? Even 

better if…

TIME

10 minutes



Take a few 

moments to 

move around 

the room and 

review the 

formative 

feedback given 

by other groups

Gallery Walk 



Teaching Adaptation: Feedback Response

Reflecting on the feedback provided 

today, what might be the next steps 

in learning for this class? 



Session 3 Reflection

How does it work in 

this context?
How might it work 

in my context?

What have I seen that 

may enhance my 

students’ experience?

How will I adopt it 

to my practice? 



Learning Intentions for Session 3

To explore the connection between active learning and living 
our values, we have…

examined the role 

formative feedback 

has in enabling 

students to be 

motivated, active 

learners

identified strategies 

that support the 

giving and receiving 

of effective 

formative feedback 

reflected on and 

apply our learning to 

furnish feedback on 

samples of student 

work.



Department Reflection

will take as a 

department to 

safeguard the use 

of research in the 

RE classroom 

1 decision we…

could connect to 

school or 

community-based 

projects and 

initiatives to  

develop skills of 

active citizenship 

2 ways we…

could adapt our        

use of Learning 

Intentions, 

Success Criteria 

and Formative 

Feedback to 

support learning in 

the RE classroom

3 ways we…



Religious Education Updates

Mailing List Link

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kbF7o4upVUygsPmrXzRebbT8kw1VcKtJkVraZOg-ZYhUNVZTT0lNVEoyRzZYSzA0NlI4SlUxS1VMNSQlQCN0PWcu


Thank you
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