
info@oide.ieoide.ie

The key competencies come to life through the learning experiences and pedagogies teachers 
choose and through students’ responses to them. Students can and should be helped to develop 

their key competencies irrespective of their past or present background, circumstances or 
experiences and should have many opportunities to make their key competencies visible. 

Further detail in relation to key competencies is available at
https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-redevelopment/student-key-competencies/ 

Senior Cycle Redevelopment

Transition Year Programme Statement (2024), p.3

Key Competencies is an 
umbrella term which refers to 
the knowledge, skills, values 

and dispositions students 
develop during the senior cycle.

Senior Cycle Key Competencies

Senior Cycle aims to educate the whole person. It consists of a standalone Transition Year (TY), 
followed by a 2-year course of subjects and modules. Senior Cycle has 8 guiding principles, which are 

a touchstone for schools as they design their senior cycle. 

 Wellbeing and relationships

Inclusive education and diversity

Challenge, engagement and creativity

Learning to learn, learning for life

Choice and flexibility

Continuity and transitions

Participation and citizenship

Learning environments and partnerships

https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-redevelopment/student-key-competencies/


Thinking and solving problems
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Being Creative
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Communicating
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Working with others
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Participating in society
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Cultivating wellbeing
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Managing learning and self
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