Senior cycle

Learners in genior eyele are approaching the end of their time in 2chool and are focusing on the
directions they would like to take in their future lives. Senior cycle plays a vital role in helping learners
to address their current needs as voung adults and in preparing them for life ina changing economic
and social context.

Senior cyele is founded on a commitment to educational achievement of the highest standard for all
learners, commensurate with their individual abilities. To support learners as they shape their own
future, there i2 an emphasis on the develapment of knowledge and deep understanding: on learners
taking responsibility for their own learning; on the acquisition of key ckills; and on the processes of
learning. The broad curriculum, with some oppartunities for specialisation, supports continaity from
junior cyele and sets out o meet the needs of learners, some of whaom have special educational needs,
but wha all share a wide range of learning interests, aptitudes and talents.

Curriculum components at senior cycle promate a balance between knowledge and skills, and the
kinds of learning strategies needed to participate in and contribute to a changing world where the
future s uneertain. For an overview of senior eyele, see Figure 1onp 7

Azzessinent in senior eyele invalves pathering, interpreting and using information about the processes
and outeomes of learning. It takes different formes and isused for a variety of purpoges. [t is uged Lo
determine the appropriate route for learners through a differentiated curriculum, to identify specific
areas of difficulty or strength for a given student and to test and certify achievement. Assessment
supports and improves learning by helping learners and teachers to identify the next steps in the
teaching and learning process.



