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Structure of our Day

Scan to Access 

Today’s Resources

Session 1 • Senior Cycle Redevelopment Updates

• Purpose of Education for Students

• Igniting Student Engagement

11:00 Tea/Coffee

Session 2 • Student Engagement with:

       Action Verbs

       Key Competencies 

• Guidance on AI in Schools

• Exploring the AAC Guidelines

• Coursework Rules and Procedures

13:00-14:00 Lunch

Session 3 • Research, Referencing, Reflection

• Authenticating Student Work

• Subject Planning

https://tinyurl.com/SCR-

Padlet

https://tinyurl.com/SCR-Padlet
https://tinyurl.com/SCR-Padlet
https://tinyurl.com/SCR-Padlet


Workshop Resources

Click to View

Writing Activity

Video Clip

Individual Activity Group ActivityPair Activity

Pedagogical Strategy

Digital Strategy

Feedback

Professional Learning Booklet p.3 and p. 29

https://tinyurl.co

m/SCR-Padlet

Scan to Access 

Today’s Resources



Our Education Partners



PLE Intentions

To develop a shared understanding of the purpose of senior cycle 
education and reflect on our role in shaping curriculum change. 

To consider a whole school approach to supporting student 
engagement with effective learning experiences.

To explore student engagement and how we can effectively engage 
students with the action verbs of redeveloped specifications and 
with senior cycle key competencies. 



Senior Cycle 
Redevelopment Updates



Subject Tranches 2025-2029



Key Dates Tranche 2 Subjects

September 2025

Specification 

Term 1 25/26

AAC Guidelines

Term 2 25/26

Sample 
Examination 

Papers 

September 2026

Introduction in 
classroom

Term 1 26/27

Sample AAC Brief

Term 2 26/27

Live AAC Brief

27/28

AAC Submitted

June 2028

Written State 
Examination



Key Documents

Professional Learning Booklet p.6



PLE Intentions

To develop a shared understanding of the purpose of senior 
cycle education and reflect on our role in shaping curriculum 
change. 

To consider a whole school approach to supporting student 
engagement in effective learning experiences.

To explore student engagement and how we can effectively engage 
students in the action verbs of redeveloped specifications and with 
senior cycle key competencies. 



What do you want for your students?

Think about what you 

believe is the purpose 

of education for your 

students in this 

educational phase?

Professional Learning Booklet p.8



Diamond 9 Activity

Record 12 words/phrases that illustrate the purpose of 
education for your students.

Reduce the 12 words/phrases to 9.

Rank the 9 responses into a diamond 9 placing the 
most important one at the top.

Share the top three from the diamond 9.

Professional Learning Booklet p.9



Questions to Consider

As you watch, 

consider how might you 

link it to the purpose of 

education?

Professional Learning Booklet p.10



Copi and Paste Video

Alike by Daniel Martínez Lara and Rafa Cano Méndez, 2015



Reflect on the Copi and Paste Video

Consider how might 

you link it to the 

purpose of education?

Would you change 

anything about your 

Diamond 9?



What Do We Want for Our Students?

What opportunities 

are there in your 

classroom to make 

this happen?
…analyses of 21st century challenges 

have led to a re-appraisal of what students 

need to learn in school to support them in 

the lives they are currently experiencing, 

as well as to prepare them for more 

uncertain future lives…

McGuinness, C (2023) Student Competencies

 in a Redeveloped Senior Cycle. p7



Educational Change

NCCA, Senior Cycle Review, 2022, p.7

Beyond schools and the world of 

education, much has been changing in 

the wider contexts of society, culture, 

the economy and technology.



Tracking Our Thinking

Make a note of anything that you could:

• Keep

• Introduce

• Remove

• Adapt 

Professional Learning Booklet p.4-5



PLE Intentions

To consider a whole school approach to supporting student 
engagement in effective learning experiences.

To explore student engagement and how we can effectively 
engage students in the action verbs of redeveloped 
specifications and with senior cycle key competencies.

To develop a shared understanding of the purpose of senior cycle 
education and reflect on our role in shaping curriculum change. 



Student Engagement



Student Engagement

How do you effectively engage 

students at senior cycle?

Professional Learning Booklet p.11



Effective Student Engagement

How could you 

use this learner 

experience in 

your classroom? 

Professional Learning Booklet p.11-13



a) What was the learner 

experience that engaged 

the students?

b) What sparked student 

engagement?

c) How did the learner 

experience engage 

all learners?

Igniting Student Engagement

Describe a learner 

experience where 

your students were 

actively engaged in 

your senior cycle 

classroom.

Professional Learning Booklet p.14 and 29



The Purpose of Action Verbs

New Senior Cycle Specifications

Each action verb is described in terms of 

what the learner should be able to do 

once they have achieved the learning 

outcome. 



Engaging Students through Action Verbs



Senior Cycle Specifications

Give an account of the similarities and (or) differences between 

two (or more) items or situations, referring to both (all) of them 

throughout

Climate Action and Sustainable Development Specification



Action Verbs in The Classroom

1. What action verbs could be 

activated in your chosen 

learner experience?

2. How could these action verbs 

be activated in your classroom?

Professional Learning Booklet p.15-17



Linking Action Verbs and 
Key Competencies

‘'...it is vital to recognise that key competencies 

and subject or module learning are developed 

in an integrated way. By design, key 

competencies are integrated across the 

rationale, aims, learning outcomes and 

assessment sections of specifications.’ 

NCCA, 2024 p.4



What key competencies aligned to your 

learner experiences?

Courtesy of NCCA

Key Competencies in Senior Cycle

Professional Learning Booklet p.18-19



Key Competencies in Senior Cycle 

NCCA, Key Competencies, 2024
Professional Learning Booklet p.20



Key Competency: Communicating
Learning Outcome Attribute

deepen their understanding 

of various forms of 

communication and of the 

material they are studying. 

• deepening understanding words, symbols, 

numbers, language, sound, movement, tools, 

media, and texts.

• listening, viewing and reading attentively and 

responding meaningfully.

• asking questions to figure out ideas, viewpoints 

and emotions.



Key Competency Activity

Gallery walk

1. Using one of the examples from the 

igniting student engagement activity.

2. How are the attributes of one of the 

learning outcomes from a key 

competency brought to life? 

Professional Learning Booklet p.20



Tracking Our Thinking

Make a note of anything that you could:

• Keep

• Introduce

• Remove

• Adapt 

Professional Learning Booklet p.4



Guidance on Artificial Intelligence 
in Schools

Primary objectives:

1. Provide teachers and school leaders with a 
common understanding of AI, its potential 
applications in education and establish 
principles for its responsible and appropriate 
use.

2. Support teachers and school leaders in 
making informed decisions on the use of AI, 
having regard to safety and privacy 
requirements.



Commitment to Ethical Use of AI

Guidelines for the Responsible Use 

of Artificial Intelligence in the Public Service p.12

Seven Principles



Current Uses of AI in Education

Guidance on Artificial Intelligence in Schools p.17



An AI Roadmap for Schools 
4P Approach

Guidance on Artificial Intelligence in Schools p.21



Getting Started with AI in your School

Supports: AI in Schools Hub

tiny.cc/aischoolshub

AI for Schools – Online Course

Webwise AUP Generator

Good Practice Videos of AI in Schools

AI in Schools Projects – Get Involved

../../AI/tiny.cc/aischoolshub
../../AI/tiny.cc/aischoolshub


Acceptable Use Policy (AUP)

Addresses the rights, 

privileges, responsibilities 

and sanctions associated 

with the use of the internet 

and digital technologies 

within the school.

Professional Learning Booklet p.7

webwise.ie/aup-2/Easy-to-use, Editable, Easy to export

http://www.webwise.ie/aup-2/
http://www.webwise.ie/aup-2/
http://www.webwise.ie/aup-2/


PLE Intentions

To consider a whole school approach to supporting student 
engagement in effective learning experiences.

To explore student engagement and how we can effectively engage 
students in the action verbs of redeveloped specifications and with 
senior cycle key competencies. 

To develop a shared understanding of the purpose of senior cycle 
education and reflect on our role in shaping curriculum change. 



Sustaining Student Engagement

Getting Started Sustaining and 

supporting the 

learning

Managing 

multiple 

activities

Giving feedback Completion

Share how you might support students to engage in tasks using the 

headings below:

Professional Learning Booklet p.21



Prompt Questions

Professional Learning Booklet p.22



NCCA TY Supports

Professional Learning Booklet p. 26



TY Portfolio and Micro Modules



Focusing on the Learning Process

DEY 2024, Information Note Issue 5, p.6

‘The AACs should be understood as an 

integrated part of the teaching and 

learning of the subject; as a process that 

facilitates and supports good teaching and 

learning practices and enables students to 

fulfil the objectives of the subject 

specification rather than simply a product 

to be submitted to the SEC for marking.’



Engaging with the Learning Process



Exploring the AAC Guidelines

• Overview of AAC 

• Process for Completion

• Format and Submission

• Descriptors of Quality

• Role of the Teacher

• Appendices

• Guidelines to Support Referencing

• Suggested Prompt Questions
Professional Learning Booklet p.6



The Role of the Teacher 

Read the Role of Teacher in 

any of the AAC Guidelines 

and think about:

How does this support 

teachers?

Professional Learning Booklet p.23

https://tinyurl.com/SCR-Padlet

https://tinyurl.com/SCR-Padlet
https://tinyurl.com/SCR-Padlet
https://tinyurl.com/SCR-Padlet


What Does the Guidance Say?

SEC, Coursework Rules & Procedures 2025-2026, p. 4 & 6



Coursework Rules and Procedures: 
Overview of Appendices

To provide practical guidance, official 

forms, and subject-specific details to 

support the completion, 

authentication, and submission of 

coursework in line with SEC 

regulations.

1 Guidance on referencing sources correctly to avoid plagiarism.

2 Rules governing permitted and prohibited use of AI in coursework, including 
acknowledgements.

3 List of LC, LCA, and Junior Cycle subjects with coursework components 
(2026).

4–8 Official SEC forms supporting coursework authentication, transfers, external 
candidates and breaches.

7 Principal checklist to ensure consistent and robust coursework 
authentication processes.

9 Clarifies where and how coursework may be completed under supervision.

10 Guidance for students and parents/guardians, including home tuition 
arrangements.



• Learning outcomes of new specifications

• Additional Assessment Components

o Investigation questions

o Research tasks

o Action projects

Guide to Research



Guide to Referencing

To allow others to identify the sources that 
you used (authentication)

To provide supporting evidence

To show understanding of the topic

To avoid plagiarism

Why?

Appendix 4: Guidelines to Support Referencing



Guide to Referencing

Written Sources : Author’s name, title of the publication, 

year of publication, and, if necessary, page number or 

chapter/section. 

Online Sources: Enough accurate detail to enable the reader 

to authenticate the reference, include the hyperlink and date 

read or downloaded.

AI Tool: Include the name of the AI tool used, the date the 

content was generated and a brief explanation of how it 

was used. 

URL should be included in the list of research sources or 

include the name of the tool and the prompt used​.

Appendix 4: Guidelines to Support Referencing



Appendix 2 – Rules for the Use of AI in SEC 
Examination Coursework.

Permissible uses of AI tools in 
coursework.

Prohibited use of AI tools in 
coursework.

Appendix 2: Rules for the Use of AI in SEC Examination Coursework

• Gathering background information 

on a topic from credible sources.

• Structuring coursework plans.

• Clarifying research material.

• Using one or more AI tools to generate 

coursework content, responses, or 

creative elements directly. 

• Copying or paraphrasing AI generated 

material. Any ideas, prompts, or 

suggestions derived from the use of AI 

tools must be explicitly acknowledged.



Appendix 2 – Rules for the Use of AI in SEC 
Examination Coursework.

Prohibited use of AI tools in 
coursework.

Appendix 2: Rules for the Use of AI in SEC Examination Coursework

Coursework AI  Appendix :

•  The name and version of the AI tool used (e.g., ChatGPT-3.5 or Microsoft Copilot, 

version GPT-4 etc.).

•  The developer or publisher of the AI tool (e.g., OpenAI or Microsoft).

•  The date the AI output was generated.

•  A brief description of how the AI tool was used (e.g., “Used to refine initial 

research notes” or “Summarised data findings”).

• If the tool generates a shareable URL or session link, this should also be included 

in the appendix



Reflection in Senior Cycle Redevelopment

Key Competencies

Subject Specifications

Additional Assessment Components

TY Programme Statement



Research, Referencing and Reflection

Consider the prompts below and complete a placemat 

on your assigned topic. 

Actions

Priorities

Opportunities

ChallengesWhat’s working well?

Professional Learning Booklet p.24

1.

2.

3.



Authenticating Students’ Work

What do you do if you have concerns 

about a student’s work?



Where do you draw the line?

‘Never fear. We may let the scaffolds fall

confident that we have built our wall.’ 

– Scaffolding by Seamus Heaney



Tracking Our Thinking

Make a note of anything that you could:

• Keep

• Introduce 

• Remove

• Adapt 

How might I enhance

my practice further to 

prepare for the process 

of AACs?

Professional Learning Booklet p.5



Subject Department Planning Time

In your subject department groups, reflect on the main aspects of today's PLE.

Consider how you are planning for 

learner experiences that engage your 

students at senior cycle.

Examine any upcoming unit of learning 

and reflect on the learner experiences 

you have designed that engage your 

students in their learning. 

Key Competencies

AAC Guidelines

Action Verbs

Coursework

Research, Referencing, Reflection

Authentication

Professional Learning Booklet p.25



PLE Intentions

To consider a whole school approach to supporting student 
engagement in effective learning experiences.

To explore student engagement and how we can effectively engage 
students with senior cycle key competencies and action verbs of 
redeveloped specifications. 

To develop a shared understanding of the purpose of senior cycle 
education and reflect on our role in shaping curriculum change. 
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