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Early days

1. How have your students responded to continuing or starting their learning an ancient 

language?

2. Are there particular texts, topics, or themes that have sparked strong student 

interest?

3. What teaching approaches have helped students engage most with the language and 

cultural content?

4. Have you tried any new strategies or activities inspired by the new specification?

5. What areas of the new specification have been most enjoyable or rewarding to teach 

so far?

6. What areas of the specification are you most looking forward to teaching next?

7. How are you supporting students with different levels of prior experience in Classical 

Languages?

8.  Other



Questions



Session 1

The role of the Research 

Study and fostering learner 

agency to support the AAC



In this session we will:

Åexamine the role of the Research 

Study as part of learning, teaching 

and assessment.

Åexplore how to foster learner agency 

in everyday learning, teaching and 

assessment practices that support 

independent research processes 

and more specifically the AAC.

1963 Cleopatra Elizabeth Taylor as Cleopatra and Richard Burton 

as Mark Antony



Classical Languages key documents

January 2026

Ancient Greek

Live brief for AAC issued

January 2026

Latin

Live brief for AAC issued



Where to find the key documents



Prescribed Material for the Leaving 
Certificate 2027 - the Capstone Text

Circular 

0028/2025
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General outline of the Research Study

Assessment of the Leaving certificate Ancient Greek and Latin comprises of two components:

1. Written examination  - (300 marks - 60%)

2. Additional Assessment Component - Research Study ï Text in Context ï (200 marks - 40%) 

(reported through the medium of a report called the Research Study Report )

Åcommon brief for both Ordinary Level and Higher Level (differentiation is achieved at final level 

chosen by the student for written examination)

ÅPDF file submitted to SEC in 6th Year

Åoverall word count should not exceed 1700 words*



Key document: 
Guidance to Support the Research Study

Read page 4

Overview of the Research Study

1. Identify the words, phrases or sentences that show the centrality of the 

student in the research process.

2. Identify and highlight the parameters within which students must complete 

their Research Study.



NCCA, 2024, p.4 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



NCCA, 2024, p.4 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study

SEC, 2025, p.5 Leaving Certificate Examination

Sample Brief Ancient Greek Research Study ï Text in Context



Key points

Students

ÅInvestigate, evaluate, report

ÅSelf-directed study

ÅChoice of topic (language centred)

ÅNarrow focus for depth

ÅUse of primary and/or secondary sources

Procedures and requirements

ÅResearch Study assessment

ÅState Examinations Commission (SEC) brief

ÅInstructions, authentication, submission

ÅCompletion dates (annual)

ÅThematic framework provided each year

Individual topic linked to broader contexts: 

ÅAnchored to the specification

ÅLiterary, linguistic, artistic, historical, cultural, social, political, philosophical, religious etc.



Key Competencies made visible 
through the Research Study

Identify what key competencies 
can be made visible for students 
throughout the research process.



Student participation

ñThe quality framework emphasises the need for all 

students to be meaningfully included in their school 

community...

éstudent-centred, informed and evidence based, 

and that supports young people to participate in and 

make progress in all areas of their learning and 

development

éto ensure that all young people are provided with 

opportunities  to meet their full potential in 

accordance with their abilities, strengths, stages of 

development, and identified learning needs.ò

DE Inspectorate, 2022, p.8 Looking at Our 

School 2022: A Quality Framework for Post-

Primary Schools



Student participation and learner agency

What does student 
participation and learner 
agency mean to you?

How do you foster learner 
agency in your classroom?



What is learner agency?

Agency
ñé is understood as the capacity to act 

independently and to make oneôs own choices.ò
Manyukhina, Y. & Wyse, D., 2019

ñé is a feeling of being in the driving seat when it 

comes to our actions.ò 
Moore, J. W. (2016). p.1 What is the Sense of Agency 

and Why Does it Matter? Frontiers in Psychology

Learner Agency
ñóthe ability and the will [of students] to positively 

influence their own lives and the world around themô. 
Chief Inspector's Report 2021-2023, p.55 

According to Albert Banduraôs social cognitive theory, 

agency is the "power to originate action .ò



Lundy Model

This model provides a pathway to help conceptualise Article 12 of 

the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. It focuses on four main 

distinct, albeit interrelated, elements. The four elements have a 

rational chronological order.

SPACE

Children and 

young people 

must be given 

safe, inclusive 

opportunities to 

form and express 

their views

VOICE

Children and 

young people 

must be facilitated 

to express their 

views

AUDIENCE

The views must 

be listened to

INFLUENCE

The views must 

be acted upon, as 

appropriate



What is the role of the teacher in 
developing learner agency?

ñé merely instilling in children, a 

sense of agency is not sufficient for 

empowering them to take 

ownership of their learning. Real 

opportunities must be provided for 

students to exercise their agency 

to acquire effective control over it.ò

Jennifer Bown from Brigham Young 

University finds a direct link between agency 

and studentsô capacity for autonomous 

learning.

ñ... to effectively manage learning and 

regulate emotional responses, learners 

must be aware of their own agency and 

must believe themselves capable of 

exercising that agency.ò

Bown, J. (2009). SelfȤregulatory strategies and agency in 

selfȤinstructed language learning: a situated view. The 

Modern Language Journal.

Manyukhina, Y. & Wyse, D. (2019). Learner 

agency and the curriculum: a critical realist 

perspective. The Curriculum Journal.



What is the role of the teacher in 
developing learner agency?

ñé merely instilling in children, a 

sense of agency is not sufficient for 

empowering them to take 

ownership of their learning. Real 

opportunities must be provided for 

students to exercise their agency 

to acquire effective control over it.ò

Jennifer Bown from Brigham Young 

University finds a direct link between agency 

and studentsô capacity for autonomous 

learning.

ñ... to effectively manage learning and 

regulate emotional responses, learners 

must be aware of their own agency and 

must believe themselves capable of 

exercising that agency.ò

Bown, J. (2009). SelfȤregulatory strategies and agency in 

selfȤinstructed language learning: a situated view. The 

Modern Language Journal.

Manyukhina, Y. & Wyse, D. (2019). Learner 

agency and the curriculum: a critical realist 

perspective. The Curriculum Journal.



Student Voice:
Classical Studies at Leaving Certificate

https://youtu.be/EU0aWxEGaeY
https://youtu.be/Rpp8LDX7E0Q


Classroom culture

What conditions

are necessary 

to support 

learner agency?



Classroom culture and 
classroom context

1) How do/could you, foster learner agency 
in the classroom?

2) What supports must be in place for 
students to make meaningful decisions?



The Research Study (AAC)

ñIt is designed to allow students to engage in 
self -directed study and to pursue in more 

depth an aspect of their study of the 
language that animates their interest and 

curiosity é 

é aims to foster in students a spirit of 
enquiry about the significance and broader 
context of the language and literature that 

they encounter within the specification  as 
well as developing a range of skills to 

facilitate that enquiry.ò

NCCA, 2024, p.4 Guidelines to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



The 
research 
process

NCCA, 2024, p.5 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



Key Document:
Guidance to Support the Research Study

Read pages 5 ï 6

Process for the completion of the Research Study

Stages 1 and 2



What advice could you give to students after 

reading the óProcess for the completion of the 

Research Study ï Stages 1 and 2ô?



Sample Brief

Allow ample time for your students to 

read this very important document 

Explore it and discuss it



Research Study Report - structure

Read pages 7-8



100-200 words

1200-1500 words*

100-200 words

Overall structure, word count and mark allocation

SEC, 2025, p.7-8 Leaving Certificate Examination

Sample Brief Ancient Greek Research Study ï Text in Context



The AAC and Capstone Text

ñéit is important to note that candidates are not permitted to 
include research on this yearôs Capstone Text in their 
Research Study Report. This exclusion pertains to the 
Capstone Text in its entirety and not only the sections 
prescribed in Ancient Greek and in translation.ò

SEC, 2025, p.6 Leaving Certificate Examination

Sample Brief Ancient Greek Research Study ï Text in Context



Overall structure: 
time to discuss

A Roman Feast depicted by Roberto Bompiani in the late 19th 

century. Getty Museum



Sample Brief - Research Study - 
Linking to the Specification

Read pages 6



Å Silent self reflection

Å Generate ideas in pairs building on original ideas

Å Share and further develop ideas in foursomes ï 

attention focused on similarities and differences

Å Present one idea that stood out in the 

conversations ï each group to share



In this session we:

Åexamined the role of the Research 

Study as part of assessment for 

Classical Languages.

Åexplored how to foster learner agency 

in everyday learning, teaching and 

assessment practices that support 

independent research processes and 

more specifically the AAC.



Tea/Coffee Break 

A twelfth portion of the Cretan laws on the walls written 
in Doric Greek 5th to 6th century BCE at Gortyn, Crete, 
Greece. I t details laws on marriage, divorce, inheritance, 
property, and adultery, reflecting social hierarchies and 
differences in treatment based on class.



Session 2

Making connections, 

evaluating sources, 

conducting research and 

finding a narrow focus for 

the Research Study Report
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In this session we will:

Åexplore connections between the 
Additional Assessment Component 
and the specification.

Åidentify and examine strategies to 
conduct effective research.

Åconsider how to evaluate sources 
as part of the research process.



Changing 

perspective

Image source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/



Sample Research Study - Linking to the 
Specification

First Steps

Topic: 

Learning Outcomes:

Sources:

Broad focus/Line of enquiry:



THE PROCESS OF WORKING 

ON THE RESEARCH STUDY


