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Early days

1. How have your students responded to continuing or starting their learning an ancient 

language?

2. Are there particular texts, topics, or themes that have sparked strong student 

interest?

3. What teaching approaches have helped students engage most with the language and 

cultural content?

4. Have you tried any new strategies or activities inspired by the new specification?

5. What areas of the new specification have been most enjoyable or rewarding to teach 

so far?

6. What areas of the specification are you most looking forward to teaching next?

7. How are you supporting students with different levels of prior experience in Classical 

Languages?

8.  Other



Questions



Session 1

The role of the Research 

Study and fostering learner 

agency to support the AAC



In this session we will:

• examine the role of the Research 

Study as part of learning, teaching 

and assessment.

• explore how to foster learner agency 

in everyday learning, teaching and 

assessment practices that support 

independent research processes 

and more specifically the AAC.

1963 Cleopatra Elizabeth Taylor as Cleopatra and Richard Burton 

as Mark Antony



Classical Languages key documents

January 2026

Ancient Greek

Live brief for AAC issued

January 2026

Latin

Live brief for AAC issued



Where to find the key documents



Prescribed Material for the Leaving 
Certificate 2027 - the Capstone Text

Circular 

0028/2025



Key documents for today

Guidelines to 

support the 

Research Study

Research Study 

Sample Brief

Classical Languages 

Specifications 



Additional Assessment 

Component

40%

Examination

60%

Teaching, Learning 

and Assessment
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General outline of the Research Study

Assessment of the Leaving certificate Ancient Greek and Latin comprises of two components:

1. Written examination  - (300 marks - 60%)

2. Additional Assessment Component - Research Study – Text in Context – (200 marks - 40%) 

(reported through the medium of a report called the Research Study Report)

• common brief for both Ordinary Level and Higher Level (differentiation is achieved at final level 

chosen by the student for written examination)

• PDF file submitted to SEC in 6th Year

• overall word count should not exceed 1700 words*



Key document: 
Guidance to Support the Research Study

Read page 4

Overview of the Research Study

1. Identify the words, phrases or sentences that show the centrality of the 

student in the research process.

2. Identify and highlight the parameters within which students must complete 

their Research Study.



NCCA, 2024, p.4 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



NCCA, 2024, p.4 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study

SEC, 2025, p.5 Leaving Certificate Examination

Sample Brief Ancient Greek Research Study – Text in Context



Key points

Students

• Investigate, evaluate, report

• Self-directed study

• Choice of topic (language centred)

• Narrow focus for depth

• Use of primary and/or secondary sources

Procedures and requirements

• Research Study assessment

• State Examinations Commission (SEC) brief

• Instructions, authentication, submission

• Completion dates (annual)

• Thematic framework provided each year

Individual topic linked to broader contexts: 

• Anchored to the specification

• Literary, linguistic, artistic, historical, cultural, social, political, philosophical, religious etc.



Key Competencies made visible 
through the Research Study

Identify what key competencies 
can be made visible for students 
throughout the research process.



Student participation

“The quality framework emphasises the need for all 

students to be meaningfully included in their school 

community...

…student-centred, informed and evidence based, 

and that supports young people to participate in and 

make progress in all areas of their learning and 

development

…to ensure that all young people are provided with 

opportunities to meet their full potential in 

accordance with their abilities, strengths, stages of 

development, and identified learning needs.”

DE Inspectorate, 2022, p.8 Looking at Our 

School 2022: A Quality Framework for Post-

Primary Schools



Student participation and learner agency

What does student 
participation and learner 
agency mean to you?

How do you foster learner 
agency in your classroom?



What is learner agency?

Agency
“… is understood as the capacity to act 

independently and to make one’s own choices.”
Manyukhina, Y. & Wyse, D., 2019

“… is a feeling of being in the driving seat when it 

comes to our actions.” 
Moore, J. W. (2016). p.1 What is the Sense of Agency 

and Why Does it Matter? Frontiers in Psychology

Learner Agency
“‘the ability and the will [of students] to positively 

influence their own lives and the world around them’. 
Chief Inspector's Report 2021-2023, p.55 

According to Albert Bandura’s social cognitive theory, 

agency is the "power to originate action.”



Lundy Model

This model provides a pathway to help conceptualise Article 12 of 

the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. It focuses on four main 

distinct, albeit interrelated, elements. The four elements have a 

rational chronological order.

SPACE

Children and 

young people 

must be given 

safe, inclusive 

opportunities to 

form and express 

their views

VOICE

Children and 

young people 

must be facilitated 

to express their 

views

AUDIENCE

The views must 

be listened to

INFLUENCE

The views must 

be acted upon, as 

appropriate



What is the role of the teacher in 
developing learner agency?

“… merely instilling in children, a 

sense of agency is not sufficient for 

empowering them to take 

ownership of their learning. Real 

opportunities must be provided for 

students to exercise their agency 

to acquire effective control over it.”

Jennifer Bown from Brigham Young 

University finds a direct link between agency 

and students’ capacity for autonomous 

learning.

“... to effectively manage learning and 

regulate emotional responses, learners 

must be aware of their own agency and 

must believe themselves capable of 

exercising that agency.”

Bown, J. (2009). Self‐regulatory strategies and agency in 

self‐instructed language learning: a situated view. The 

Modern Language Journal.

Manyukhina, Y. & Wyse, D. (2019). Learner 

agency and the curriculum: a critical realist 

perspective. The Curriculum Journal.



What is the role of the teacher in 
developing learner agency?

“… merely instilling in children, a 

sense of agency is not sufficient for 

empowering them to take 

ownership of their learning. Real 

opportunities must be provided for 

students to exercise their agency 

to acquire effective control over it.”

Jennifer Bown from Brigham Young 

University finds a direct link between agency 

and students’ capacity for autonomous 

learning.

“... to effectively manage learning and 

regulate emotional responses, learners 

must be aware of their own agency and 

must believe themselves capable of 

exercising that agency.”

Bown, J. (2009). Self‐regulatory strategies and agency in 

self‐instructed language learning: a situated view. The 

Modern Language Journal.

Manyukhina, Y. & Wyse, D. (2019). Learner 

agency and the curriculum: a critical realist 

perspective. The Curriculum Journal.



Student Voice:
Classical Studies at Leaving Certificate

https://youtu.be/EU0aWxEGaeY
https://youtu.be/Rpp8LDX7E0Q


Classroom culture

What conditions

are necessary 

to support 

learner agency?



Classroom culture and 
classroom context

1) How do/could you, foster learner agency 
in the classroom?

2) What supports must be in place for 
students to make meaningful decisions?



The Research Study (AAC)

“It is designed to allow students to engage in 
self-directed study and to pursue in more 

depth an aspect of their study of the 
language that animates their interest and 

curiosity… 

… aims to foster in students a spirit of 
enquiry about the significance and broader 
context of the language and literature that 

they encounter within the specification as 
well as developing a range of skills to 

facilitate that enquiry.”

NCCA, 2024, p.4 Guidelines to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



The 
research 
process

NCCA, 2024, p.5 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



Key Document:
Guidance to Support the Research Study

Read pages 5 – 6

Process for the completion of the Research Study

Stages 1 and 2



What advice could you give to students after 

reading the ‘Process for the completion of the 

Research Study – Stages 1 and 2’?



Sample Brief

Allow ample time for your students to 

read this very important document 

Explore it and discuss it



Research Study Report - structure

Read pages 7-8



100-200 words

1200-1500 words*

100-200 words

Overall structure, word count and mark allocation

SEC, 2025, p.7-8 Leaving Certificate Examination

Sample Brief Ancient Greek Research Study – Text in Context



The AAC and Capstone Text

“…it is important to note that candidates are not permitted to 
include research on this year’s Capstone Text in their 
Research Study Report. This exclusion pertains to the 
Capstone Text in its entirety and not only the sections 

prescribed in Ancient Greek and in translation.”

SEC, 2025, p.6 Leaving Certificate Examination

Sample Brief Ancient Greek Research Study – Text in Context



Overall structure: 
time to discuss

A Roman Feast depicted by Roberto Bompiani in the late 19th 

century. Getty Museum



Sample Brief - Research Study - 
Linking to the Specification

Read pages 6



• Silent self reflection

• Generate ideas in pairs building on original ideas

• Share and further develop ideas in foursomes – 

attention focused on similarities and differences

• Present one idea that stood out in the 

conversations – each group to share



In this session we:

• examined the role of the Research 

Study as part of assessment for 

Classical Languages.

• explored how to foster learner agency 

in everyday learning, teaching and 

assessment practices that support 

independent research processes and 

more specifically the AAC.



Tea/Coffee Break 

A twelfth portion of the Cretan laws on the walls written 
in Doric Greek 5th to 6th century BCE at Gortyn, Crete, 
Greece. It details laws on marriage, divorce, inheritance, 
property, and adultery, reflecting social hierarchies and 
differences in treatment based on class.



Session 2

Making connections, 

evaluating sources, 

conducting research and 

finding a narrow focus for 

the Research Study Report



Additional Assessment 

Component

40%

Examination

60%

Teaching, Learning 

and Assessment

Indicative Vocabulary List

Capstone 

Oide Support 

Document

Ancient Greek/Latin
Specification 

AAC 

Guidelines
Sample 

Papers x4

Department Circular 0028/2025 

Capstone 

Text
Grammar for 

Unseen Texts

Key 

Competencies

Learning 

Outcomes



In this session we will:

• explore connections between the 
Additional Assessment Component 
and the specification.

• identify and examine strategies to 
conduct effective research.

• consider how to evaluate sources 
as part of the research process.



Changing 

perspective

Image source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/



Sample Research Study - Linking to the 
Specification

First Steps

Topic: 

Learning Outcomes:

Sources:

Broad focus/Line of enquiry:



THE PROCESS OF WORKING 

ON THE RESEARCH STUDY





Focus

Planning

Report

Reflect

Source choice 

and 

evaluation

THE PROCESS OF WORKING 

ON THE RESEARCH STUDY

Focus in on a topic that 

is of a genuine interest 

followed by a deeper 

enquiry into the topic – 

rationalise the worth of 

such research and wider 

significance, importance 

or personal interest

Adopt an approach to 

conduct research, 

develop key research 

questions that will 

achieve the overall 

intended aim.
Reflect upon the 

research process 

undertaken and on 

learning, knowledge, 

skills and 

insights acquired.

Develop 

arguments/points into a 

cohesive and persuasive 

case – this will involve 

critical thinking, drafting, 

reviewing and editing to 

formulate conclusions.

Evaluate what is 

revealed by the research 

process and 

make judgements.

Dead 

End

I’m 

lost!

Back on 

track



The process of working on the research study

Focus

• Focus in on a topic that is of a genuine 

interest followed by a deeper enquiry into 

the topic – rationalise the worth of such 

research and wider significance, 

importance or personal interest.

Planning

• Adopt an approach to conduct research, 

develop key research questions that will 

achieve the overall intended aim.

Source choice and evaluation

• Evaluate what is revealed by the research 

process and make judgements.

Report

• Develop arguments/points into a cohesive 

and persuasive case – this will involve 

critical thinking, drafting, reviewing and 

editing to formulate conclusions.

Reflect

• Reflect upon the research process 

undertaken and on learning, knowledge, 

skills and insights acquired.

NCCA, 2024, p.5-9 Guidance to support 

the Leaving Certificate Latin Research 

Study



PAUSE



What questions do you have?
What broad area will you now examine more closely?



Key Document:
Guidance to Support the Research Study

Read page 6 closely 

with purpose

What questions do 

you want answered?



What is your research focus? Share 

[2] αὐτὴ δὲ κατέκειτο μὲν ὑπὸ σκιάδι χρυσοπάστῳ 

κεκοσμημένη γραφικῶς ὥσπερ Ἀφροδίτη, παῖδες δὲ τοῖς 

γραφικοῖς Ἔρωσιν εἰκασμένοι παρ᾽ ἑκάτερον ἑστῶτες 

ἐρρίπιζον. ὁμοίως δὲ καὶ θεραπαινίδες αἱ καλλιστεύουσαι 

Νηρηΐδων ἔχουσαι καὶ Χαρίτων στολάς, αἱ μὲν πρὸς οἴαξιν, 

αἱ δὲ πρὸς κάλοις ἦσαν. ὀδμαὶ δὲ θαυμασταὶ τὰς ὄχθας ἀπὸ 

θυμιαμάτων πολλῶν κατεῖχον.
Plut. Ant. 26.2



Key Document:
Guidance to Support the Research Study

Read page 7

Planning and researching the topic



What strategies/methods have, or could you use 
to help students conduct effective research? 

NCCA, 2024, p.7 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



Key Document:
Guidance to Support the Research Study

NCCA, 2024, p.7 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



“Appropriate sources for the research study could 
include books, dictionaries, commentaries, 

translations, journal articles, newspaper or magazine 
articles, images, websites, podcasts, blogs, interviews 

or television and radio documentaries.”

How to conduct research?
Selecting appropriate and reliable sources

NCCA, 2024, p.7 Guidance to support the Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



Read page 7 

Selecting relevant and reliable 

sources of information

NCCA, 2024, p.7 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study





NCCA, 2024, p. 15-16 Guidance to support 

the Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study

Approaches to the use of AI
“Plagiarism is a serious offence and occurs when work other than the student’s own is 

used without clear acknowledgement of the source of the work.  This includes the use of 

material generated using artificial intelligence (AI) software or AI applications.  

Direct copying of material from any source without proper acknowledgement is not 

permitted and may incur penalties, up to and including the withholding of related results.”

 “Where students have used material generated by artificial intelligence (AI) 

software and AI applications this must be acknowledged.  The reference should 

include the name of the AI tool used, the date the content was generated and provide a 

brief explanation of how it was used. Many Generative AI tools generate shareable 

URLs that set out the content of chat sessions that took place. Where such a tool has 

been used, the URL should be included in the list of research sources. Where an AI 

tool does not generate a sharable URL, student should include the name of the tool 

and the prompt used.”

“Quis custodiet ipsos custodes? 

Who will watch the watchers?”  

Juvenal, The Sixteen Satires



How do/could you support your students to 
evaluate sources specific to an ancient language?



Other 
voices

Mic and audio filter

A grey circle with a white arrow in the center

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://youtu.be/LFKfN2nsPTw
https://youtu.be/LFKfN2nsPTw




Evaluating sources
Who? Sextus Propertius a Roman elegiac poet born around 50–

 45 BCE in Umbria, Italy. He was active in Rome during 

the reign of Augustus.

What? Author of Elegies (Elegiarum Libri Quattuor), a 

collection of Latin love poetry that explores themes of 

passion, jealousy, and poetic identity. His verses 

combine personal emotion with mythological allusion 

and reflect on the nature of love, art, and Roman 

society.

When? Composed between approximately 30 and 15 BCE during 

the early Augustan period.

Where? Rome

Why? Propertius aimed to express the complexities of love 

and individuality within the constraints of Roman 

society. 

How? His poetry survives through manuscript tradition and is 

studied through critical editions by reputable classical 

scholars. 





Reading with Purpose

When undertaking research 
how might someone go about 
reading with purpose?





Reading with Purpose

Survey: Skim the text of Elegy 3.11 - love and 

desire, personal emotion vs. public life, mythological 

references reflections on poetry itself. Look for 

mentions/references of Roman political figures.

Questions: How does Propertius depict Cleopatra’s 

influence over Rome and its leaders? In what ways is 

Cleopatra compared to mythological women. How 

does the poem reflect Roman attitudes toward 

foreign women in positions of power?

Read: read the whole article through noting 

descriptive language, literary devices, context and 

symbolism.

Review: through lens of foreign queen challenging 

Roman authority.

Recall: Write the answers to my questions, and retell 

in my own words, back to myself.

Survey: Keywords identified and noted.

Questions: Propertius presents Cleopatra as a 

symbol of the threat posed by powerful, foreign 

women, blending fascination with fear, and 

reinforcing Roman anxieties about female authority 

outside traditional domestic and cultural norms. She 

is depicted as exotic and alluring, with qualities that 

are both seductive and dangerous.

Read: Cleopatra’s power, cunning, attempts to 

dominate Rome, mythological allusions, contrasts, 

and hyperbole that emphasise her threat.

Review: Reviewed highlighted sections - 

mythological allusion, imagery, and Roman moral 

ideology.

Recall: answered my questions and told it back to 

myself.





Supporting the research process

Broad Topic: 

Cleopatra and her affairs with 

Roman men.

•  Why am choosing this? 

Sources: 

 Need to find some primary 

sources for text-based 

analysis.

Propertius 3.11 (Loeb) 

Adele 

James as 

Cleopatra 

- Netflix



Latin source example: close-reading 

Close reading

• What are the key words here?

• What is the imagery?

• What themes can be identified?

• What does the language/ style/ historical references 

in this text tell me about Rome’s opinion of 

Cleopatra? 

• What do I learn about Cleopatra from this poem?  

• What is this poem about? 

• How many ways can it be read? 

• What will other translations tell me about the Latin 

language and its interpretation? (source evaluation – 

Bloomsbury)

Propertius 3.11 (Loeb) 



Further research



Cleopatra’s Magistery of Pearl

εὐθὺς οὖν τινὰ βουλόμενος εὐκολίαν ἐπιδείκνυσθαι κ

αὶ φιλοφροσύνην ὑπήκουσε καὶ ἦλθεν. ἐντυχὼν δὲ πα

ρασκευῇ λόγου κρείττονι μάλιστα τῶν φώτων τὸ πλῆθ

ος ἐξεπλάγη. τοσαῦτα γὰρ λέγεται καθίεσθαι καὶ ἀναφ

αίνεσθαι πανταχόθεν ἅμα, καὶ τοιαύταις πρὸς ἄλληλα

κλίσεσι καὶ θέσεσι διακεκοσμημένα καὶ συντεταγμένα

πλαισίων καὶ περιφερῶν τρόπῳ, ὥστε τῶν ἐν ὀλίγοις

ἀξιοθεάτων καὶ καλῶν ἐκείνην γενέσθαι τὴν ὄψιν.

τῇ δ᾽ ὑστεραίᾳ πάλιν ἀνθεστιῶν αὐτὴν ἐφιλοτιμήθη μὲν

ὑπερβαλέσθαι τὴν λαμπρότητα καὶ τὴν ἐμμέλειαν, ἀμφοῖ

ν δὲ λειπόμενος, καὶ κρατούμενος ἐν αὐτοῖς ἐκείνοις, πρ

ῶτος ἔσκωπτεν εἰς αὐχμὸν καὶ ἀγροικίαν τὰ παρ᾽ αὑτῷ.

πολὺν δὲ ἡ Κλεοπάτρα καὶ τοῖς σκώμμασι τοῦ Ἀντωνίου

τὸν στρατιώτην ἐνορῶσα καὶ βάναυσον, ἐχρῆτο καὶ τούτ

ῳ πρὸς αὐτὸν ἀνειμένως ἤδη καὶ κατατεθαρρηκότως.

Plut. Ant. 27.1Plut. Ant. 26.4



The episode represented in this painting is drawn from the Roman 

historian Pliny’s Historia naturalis (Natural History). Here Pliny 

recounted the tale of a famous contest between the Egyptian and 

Roman rulers, whereby Cleopatra wagered that she could stage a 

feast more lavish than the legendary excesses of Mark Antony.
Tiepolo’s 1743-44- Google Arts and Culture



A narrowed focus



Narrowing the topic – student perspective

Some questions that could be 
considered at this stage:

• Will I just focus on this one poem by 
Propertius and write about portrayal of 
women in this poem?

• Will I focus on Cleopatra and use the 
Propertius poem along with Pliny as a 
secondary source? 

• Will I look for secondary sources to 
help develop or support my 
argument? 





The 
research 
process

NCCA, 2024, p.7 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



In this session we:

• explored connections between the 

Additional Assessment Component 

and the specification.

• identified and examine strategies to 

conduct effective research.

• considered how to evaluate sources 

as part of the research process.



Lunch 1-2pm



Session 3

Understanding the role of 

the teacher, exploring the 

descriptors of quality and 

how to support students to 

reflect upon the research 

process



In this session we will:

• consider the role of the teacher 
and the importance of feedback 
as part of the research process.

• explore the descriptors of quality 
to support students with the 
writing process.

• consider how to support students 
to reflect upon the research 
process.



Consider where the key 

competencies are made visible 

throughout the research  process?

Key Competencies



How will you support your 
students with the writing process?



Read page 12

Key Document:

Guidance to Support the Research Study



“Students are able to negotiate 

and reflect on their learning, 

thereby increasing their 

autonomy and effectiveness 

as learners.”

Looking at Our School, 2022, p.29

A Quality Framework 

for Post-Primary Schools

“Through engaging in self-
directed learning activities and 

reflection students will plan, 
monitor, and evaluate their 

own learning and develop a 
positive sense of their own 

capacity to learn.” 

NCCA, 2016, p.13 Junior Cycle Classics 
Specification

Learner agency

“By setting appropriate, real-life and 

engaging tasks, by asking higher-order 

questions and by giving feedback that 

promotes student agency, assessment 

will support learning as well as capturing 

achievement.” 

Department of Education, 2024, p.2 Curriculum 

Specification for Leaving Certificate Latin



What feedback encourages students to reflect 
and improve their enquiry and thinking skills?

“A benefit consists not in what is 

done or given, but in the intention 

of the giver or doer.” 

Seneca the Younger, De Beneficiis, Book I, 

section 6

“We were born to work together 

like feet, hands and eyes, like the 

two rows of teeth, upper and 

lower. To obstruct each other is 

unnatural. To feel anger at 

someone, to turn your back on 

him: these are unnatural".

Marcus Aurelius book 2 chapter 1 Mediations



Meaningful feedback

Focuses on the quality of the work

Relates to what success could look like

Identifies success and achievement

Indicates suggestions for improvement

Prompts student thinking

Allows time for improvement to take place

Descriptors of Quality



Feedback loop

What strategies do you 
use to provide feedback 
to support students 
becoming self-reflective 
and active agents in their 
learning?

What happens with the 
feedback you give?

Where are the 
opportunities for students 
to be self-reflective?



NCCA, 2024, p.8 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



Read page 9-10

Key Document

Guidance to Support the Research Study



Descriptors 
of Quality

NCCA, 2024, p.10 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



NCCA, 2024, p.9 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



Descriptors 
of Quality

NCCA, 2024, p.10 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



Reflection questions

Develop 3 effective questions that you 

could ask your students to elicit 

responses that would enable students to 

match the quotation above.

NCCA, 2024, p.8-9 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



NCCA, 2024, p.8-9 Guidance to support the 

Leaving Certificate Latin Research Study



What are your next 

steps on how to 

support your 

students?

Next steps



Format and submission of the 
Research Study Report



In this session we:

• considered the role of the teacher 
and the importance of feedback 
as part of the research process.

• explored the descriptors of quality 
to support students with the 
writing process.

• considered how to support 
students to reflect upon the 
research process.



What professional 

support would be most 

valuable at this stage?



Visit our website 

www.oide.ie  

Contact: 

info@oide.ie

Follow us on X

@Oide_Classics

Additional supports

Join our new 

mailing list to 

receive news 

and updates 

http://www.oide.ie/
mailto:info@oide.ie
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