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Nurturing Voices:
Deepening Learning in
the English Classroom
through Writing, Oracy
and Digital Tools.




Structure of our Day

Session 1 Designing Learning Experiences That
9:15 —-11:00 Deepen Student Writing

Session 2 —
11:20 — 13:00

www.oide.ie

Session 3 - Supporting English Teaching in a Scan to Access

14:00 — 15:45 Changing Digital Landscape
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Session 1:

Designing Learning Experiences That
Deepen Student Writing

<)
RIS



In This Session We WiIll...

/Reﬂect on writing as a process in Junior Cycle English

« Explore how learning experiences can build towards meaningful

writing tasks

« Consider how feedback and the Collection of Texts can support

students’ growth as writers

Throughout the session, we invite you to use the unit of learning you brought with you

\ today as a lens for reflection, discussion and planning. /
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Our Supports

Oide =

English
Professional Learning Booklet
2026-2027

(GNOLCH

tinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27

Oide

tinyurl.com/EnglishSession1Padlet
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https://tinyurl.com/EnglishSession1Padlet
https://tinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27
https://tinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27
https://tinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27

Key Documents Oide
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Curriculum Specification for
Leaving Certificate English

Transition Year
Programme Statement

Junior Cycle
English

For ot 0on 20ross o schoods in S far infrod scoion 42 schoas 20 earf e than Segterber 2007

Prepared by the Nathonal Cound for C cubur Progamd by the Naterwd Coored bor Camicadam and Aosen urert INCOA]

It is planned that English will be
infroduced no earlier than 2028’

- Senior Cycle Redevelopment
Schools Information Note 14
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Writing Opportunities Across the Curriculum

\
‘Students manage the development of a collection of personal writing,

which they build up over time. Students learn to see writing as a process
to learn about and refine.’

\_ (NCCA, Junior Cycle English Specification 2018 pg8) J

4 )

"TY offers time, space and autonomy to create enjoyable and
meaningful educational experiences that support students
in Senior Cycle.”

\_ (NCCA, Transition Year Programme Statement, 2024 pg7) Y,
4 ‘speaking, listening, reading and writing not just as instrumental skills
but as interpretative, creative activities through which specific
meanings can be placed on experience.’

N (NCCA, Leaving Certificate English Syllabus, 1999, pg7) y

‘Leaving Certificate English builds on the aims of Junior Cycle English
and encourages the further development and expansion of the skills of
communication, creativity, aesthetic appreciation and critical thinking’

(NCCA, Redeveloped SC specification, p4)

)

\,
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Writing at Junior Cycle

| Oide

/ =\

School Reports

School Inspection Reports

Search School Inspection Reports

What is working well

L I I D B I O B B B

« Writing is regular and embedded

« Students engage with a wide range of
writing tasks

« Strong teacher support and scaffolding

@ N

\

Opportunities to build on

« Build deeper thinking through writing

» Further develop purpose & meaningful
writing

» Broaden task types & experiences
« Increase student voice & choice

« Develop and maintain a Collection of
Texts from first year as evidence of
process writing, drafting and
improvement =
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Writing at Junior Cycle 'Oide

~ AL o e Rk i CBA 2 : The Collection of the Student's
Q‘ Oide === === Texts

Learning Outcomes
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a portfolio of personal writing, which
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they build up over time. Through this

Demorstrane thelr understanding that there & 2 dedr purpose for all writing acthities
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they learn to see writing as a
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a choten purpose for aifferent Judiences

- Specification for Junior Cycle English, p.9

impact: select vocsbulary. morder woeds, phrates and COURES, CONMDIT PENCTUATION e
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O%»

. Subset of learning cutcomes for first yoar
7 Learming sutcomes on which the final assessment will be based
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Patricia Forde

As you watch:
N 4§ Consider how we might
Porand G R connect our students
LaureatenanOg B ZET - to reading and writing in
A our classrooms.

Al

Click to play
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https://youtu.be/LxcKsKZrzLQ

Writing Tasks In Our Classrooms

Read and enjoy the poem by Jamie
Anderson (Student from St. Catherine’s

Vocational School, Killybegs, Co. Donegal)

The Hangs That Haulad The Ropas
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National Write a Poem Competition 2026/27

Oide is inviting students to Write a Poem in English under two categories: Junior Cycle and Senior
Cycle. We hope that this popular competition will encourage young writers to compose poetry and
assist teachers in supporting the writing of poetry.

Mmmﬂﬂglﬂ
+ Al entries must be typed on a Word document (not scanned or hand-written) and then
attached and submitted via email.
+ Each entrant must submit one poem
+ Each entry must include:

= student name

= the name and address of the school

« the teacher’s name and school email address
o the category - Junior or Senior

and the poet must be clearly stated on the entry and, where possible, a copy of the original
poem should be attached.

« The competition is aimed at individual writers. Class sets of poems will not be considered as
entries for the competition.

Award Ceremony:

The winning poets in each category will be notified and receive a commemorative plaque. Their
poem will be published in the National Poetry Award booklet. Prizes will be presented as part of the
Wellread National Award ceremony, organised by Oide, in association with Laois Education Centre.
This ceremony will take place in the Killeshin Hotel, Portiacise on Wednesday, April 7th 2027.

All entries should be emailed to PPEng

lishandliteracy@oide.ie
Closing date for receipt of entries is Friday 11th December 2026

https://tinyurl.com/OidePoetry2627
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Making Writing Possible

Memorable writing rarely happens by accident

How might the task, preceding learning
and feedback support students to write

successfully?

The Task

What students were
asked to write

The Learning Experiences

What students did before and
during the writing process

The Feedback Process

How students were
supported to improve
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Designing Learning For All

What support might students need to access the task and participate fully in the learning?

ACCESS ENGAGEMENT

How will all students access the learning? How will students connect with the learning?

Clear learning Vocabulary and Choice and Relevant and
intentions language supports student voice meaningful texts

Opportunities Inclusive classroom
for discussion culture

B Texts in Scaffolds when
accessible needed
formats

Learning
for All

EXPRESSION SUPPORT

How will students show their learning? What supports will remove barriers?

Speaking Writing Teacher Feedback and EAL Su pports
modelling redrafting
Creatin Presentin Assistive (adiional
9 9 technology supports when

needed
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Planning — Start With The Learning

Learning outcomes are Learning
_ _ outcomes Develon
statements in curriculum Selected from the | learning ——
- _ _ specification intentions leagnin
specifications to describe the S pprriarrey A Develop
_ _ teacher shared — . 2?;2?15: Feedback
knowledge, understanding, skills with students. | e e
assessment greed by teacher
and values students should be Sxperiencesto | and students

learning intention

able to demonstrate after a

Figure 1: Planning teaching learning and assessment

period of learning”

NCCA Focus on Learning: Learning Outcomes Pg 5

What should students know, understand, be able to do, and value
by the end of the unit?
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Planning For Writing

Step 1: Learning Outcomes

Step 2: Learning Intentions
Step 3: Learning Experiences
Step 4: Writing Task
Step 5: Writing Process

Step 6: The Collection of Texts

What learning outcomes will frame this
unit of learning?

What knowledge, understanding, skills and
values will we priortise within this unit?

What experiences will enable students to build the
knowledge, understanding, skills and values identified?

How will student demonstrate their learning
through writing?

How will we provide opportunities to develop, receive
feedback on and refine their writing over time?

Student Collection of Texts: Evidence of
development, reflection and refined writing

ELLj [&F

aim
eannairi
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Oide

From Learning Outcomes to Key Learning

What do we want students to know, understand, be able to do and value by the end of the unit?

OL2
. w3 KNOWLEDGE UNDERSTANDING
Engage actively and ) )
responsively within class Write for a variety of
groups in order to listen to purposes, for example to What might students What might students
or recount experiences analyse, evaluate, come to know? come to understand?
and to express feelings imagine, explore,
and ideas. engage...
@ SKILLS 9 VALUES
W7 What mi _ _
R7 t might students What might students
Respond imaginatively in learn to do? come to value?
writing to their texts showing 5‘:‘*'9‘“ key mn'ments from
a critical appreciation of their texts and give thoughtful
language, style and content, value judgements... The text can Change,
choice of words, language but the key |earning
atterns, tone, images. .
P J stays visible. @
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A Text In Focus — Key Learning

O( DER

IREI_AND

th . 5
i g a
E-’ I a n d Follower
o Seamus Hea
7
My father work rse-plough, !
His s ull sail strung
Betw P . ‘
The horses strained at his clicking tongue. 1 - =

Click to play

As you watch: Identify one way the text could
develop the selected knowledge,
understanding, skill or value.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjSBDE2dKm8

From Key Learning to Writing Task

What could students write that would allow them to
demonstrate the learning?

Write about how Alex Fegan * What do we want students to show us
presents older people in about their learning?
Older Than Ireland
* What purpose, audience and form
1 might allow them to do that?

Create a piece of writing that explores « How could the task allow for

how a person’s experiences can interpretation, perspective, connection
shape the way they see the world. and personal response?
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Oide

From Key Learning to a Writing Task

Using a recent Unit of Learning

Stage 1: Identify the Stage 2: Identify the key Stage 3: Identify the writing
learning outcomes from learning task currently used
the unit .
Consider: Does the task allow students
_ * How can all students access to:
« As a department, consider the learning? . interpret ideas?
the process of choosing . make connecti.ons’?
your learning outcomes * How can students connect - explore different pérspectives?
with the learning? « express a personal response?
_ « communicate something
* How can students show their meaningful?
learning?

Will the writing reveal the
 What supports are in place? learning we intended?
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The Writing Process

A process students can

Focused revisit across a
Feedback

@ Unit of Learning

Collection of Redraft

Texts
a0
=
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The Writing Process

As you watch,
consider:

* What supports
writers to develop
their ideas and refine
their work?

 How might we create
similar opportunities
for our students?

Click to play
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Sharing Practice:
Supporting Writing Development

Oide

What strategies have you found most effective at any stage
of the writing process?

Pre-Writing Drafting Feedback Re-Draft Reflection
What supports What supports What approaches What approaches How can students
students to students to shape make for effective ~ supports students be supported to
generate and and express their feedback? to revisit and reflect on
develop ideas? thinking? improve their themselves as
work? writers?

Tacti leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional

Ghairmilil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Mainteoiri and Teachers




Oide

iﬁ:ﬁ@ Examine

i\l@i@;‘ Students engage with exemplars of writing.

Model

Teachers make the writing process visible
through think-alouds, shared writing and drafting.

"Dialogue about
exemplars develops
students' capacities to
make judgments.”

Discuss

Students identify and articulate
what makes the writing effective.

Evaluate

Students recognise features
of quality writing.

-David Carless & David Boud (2018)
Apply

Students transfer these features
into their own writing.

AV VA VO 4

Adapted from Carless & Boud (2018) and Sadler (1989).
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Supporting Quality Writing
Through Feedback

Feedback should cause (DO students know what needs \

thinking; it should be L : s
related to the learning attention in their writing?

goals. Indeed, the whole

purpose of feedback Do students know what action to
should be to increase take next?

the extent to which

students are owners of + Do students know what success
their own learning

kwould look like in a revised draft? /
— Dylan Wiliam
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Opportunities For Feedback

» Live feedback during writing

» Feedback Stations

* Feedback codes/symbols

» Verbal feedback /Audio feedback
* Modelled revision

 Digital feedback tools and comments

Feedback Move Cards (7 | oide

Improve Structure

Focus: Structuring ideas effectively.

Action: Evidence of Improvement:
+ Group similar ideas together. |n the revised draft, | would
« Reorder paragraphs. expect to see:
« Add linking phrases. « A more logical structure.
« Ensure each paragraph has . Stronger progression of
a clear purpose. ideas.
« Improved coherence across
the piece.
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The Student Collection of Texts:

Growth Over Time

Junior Cycle
English

“Students manage the development of a collection
of personal writing, which they build up over time.
Through this they learn to see writing as a
process to learn about and refine.”

- Junior Cycle English Specification, 2015

“The Collection of Texts supports students to
develop their own voice and identity as
writers, experiment with different genres and
forms, and engage in the process of drafting
and revising.”

- Junior Cycle English — Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessment
(NCCA)
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The Student Collection of Texts iIn
Everyday Learning

Listen for how the (7 oide
Collection of Texts Supporting Student Writing
supports: ~ Q@

1

4

al
*voice &> 4
o " Mary - Elaine Tynan
reflectlon Education Officer

drafting § licex

*progression Click to play

How has the Collection of
Texts become part of
everyday teaching and
learning?

How does it help students
recognise their
development as writers?

(7|Ncea

i module Transition Year micro-module

AAAAAAAAA


https://youtube.com/shorts/dppyXV5R3JQ

Sharing Practice 7

Step 1

Review
Consider:
« preparation for writing
« task quality
 feedback and revision
 evidence retained in the

Collection of Texts

7 ' Oide

Step 2

Borrow and Refine

Move: and review
another department’s
plan.

BoOrrow: one idea,

learning experience,
writing task or strategy

Record: one
refinement you
might consider
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Individual Reflection Oide

' What have | seen that
may enhance my
understanding?
How am | feeling

about these
changes?
What actions * 2
should | take? o ,'
- What have |
learmed?

How might | adapt it d

to my practice?

Fefactive model adagted from the Kikpatack Maded of Evaluation, Kirkpatrick, 0, and
Kirkpalrick, J.. 2008 Evalualing ieining progreams: The four levals. Bemell-Koshler
Pukblishers.
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BREAK
11.00 - 11.20

g

' 'tinyurl.comlOideEngIishMaiIingList
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