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Structure of our Day

Scan to Access 

Session 1 

9:15 – 11:00

Designing Learning Experiences That 

Deepen Student Writing

11:00 – 11:20 Tea/Coffee

Session 2 –

11:20 – 13:00 

Developing Students’ Oracy Through Planning, 

Practice and Assessment

13:00-14:00 Lunch

Session 3 - 

14:00 – 15:45

Supporting English Teaching in a 

Changing Digital Landscape

www.oide.ie



Session 1:

Designing Learning Experiences That 

Deepen Student Writing



In This Session We Will…

• Reflect on writing as a process in Junior Cycle English

• Explore how learning experiences can build towards meaningful 

writing tasks

• Consider how feedback and the Collection of Texts can support 

students’ growth as writers

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Throughout the session, we invite you to use the unit of learning you brought with you 

today as a lens for reflection, discussion and planning.

 



Our Supports 

tinyurl.com/EnglishSession1Padlettinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27 

https://tinyurl.com/EnglishSession1Padlet
https://tinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27
https://tinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27
https://tinyurl.com/EnglishBooklet26-27


Key Documents

‘It is planned that English will be 

introduced no earlier than 2028’

- Senior Cycle Redevelopment 

Schools Information Note 14



Writing Opportunities Across the Curriculum

‘Students manage the development of a collection of personal writing, 

which they build up over time. Students learn to see writing as a process 

to learn about and refine.’
 (NCCA, Junior Cycle English Specification 2018 pg8)

"TY offers time, space and autonomy to create enjoyable and 

meaningful educational experiences that support students 

in Senior Cycle.”
(NCCA, Transition Year Programme Statement, 2024 pg7)

‘speaking, listening, reading and writing not just as instrumental skills 

but as interpretative, creative activities through which specific 

meanings can be placed on experience.’ 
(NCCA, Leaving Certificate English Syllabus, 1999, pg7)

‘Leaving Certificate English builds on the aims of Junior Cycle English 

and encourages the further development and expansion of the skills of 

communication, creativity, aesthetic appreciation and critical thinking’ 
(NCCA, Redeveloped SC specification, p4)



Writing at Junior Cycle



Writing at Junior Cycle

"Students manage the development of 

a portfolio of personal writing, which 

they build up over time. Through this 

they learn to see writing as a 

process to learn about and refine."

- Specification for Junior Cycle English, p.9 
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Connecting Students to Writing

As you watch: 

Consider how we might 

connect our students 

to reading and writing in 

our classrooms.  

Click to play

https://youtu.be/LxcKsKZrzLQ


Writing Tasks In Our Classrooms

Read and enjoy the poem by Jamie 

Anderson (Student from St. Catherine’s 

Vocational School, Killybegs, Co. Donegal)

5.

https://tinyurl.com/OidePoetry2627

https://tinyurl.com/OidePoetry2627


Making Writing Possible

Memorable writing rarely happens by accident

The Task The Learning Experiences The Feedback Process

What students were 

asked to write

What students did before and 

during the writing process

How students were 

supported to improve

How might the task, preceding learning 

and feedback support students to write 

successfully?



Designing Learning For All

EAL Supports

What support might students need to access the task and participate fully in the learning?



“Learning outcomes are 

statements in curriculum 

specifications to describe the 

knowledge, understanding, skills 

and values students should be 

able to demonstrate after a 

period of learning”

NCCA Focus on Learning: Learning Outcomes Pg 5

Planning – Start With The Learning

What should students know, understand, be able to do, and value 

by the end of the unit?



Planning For Writing
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From Learning Outcomes to Key Learning

What do we want students to know, understand, be able to do and value by the end of the unit?

The text can change, 

but the key learning 

stays visible.



A Text in Focus – Key Learning
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As you watch: Identify one way the text could 

develop the selected knowledge, 

understanding, skill or value.

Click to play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjSBDE2dKm8


What could students write that would allow them to 
demonstrate the learning?

From Key Learning to Writing Task

Write about how Alex Fegan 

presents older people in 

Older Than Ireland

• What do we want students to show us 
about their learning? 

• What purpose, audience and form 
might allow them to do that? 

• How could the task allow for 
interpretation, perspective, connection 
and personal response?

Create a piece of writing that explores 

how a person's experiences can 

shape the way they see the world.



From Key Learning to a Writing Task

Stage 1: Identify the 

learning outcomes from 

the unit 

• As a department, consider 

the process of choosing 

your learning outcomes
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Stage 3: Identify the writing 

task currently used

Does the task allow students 

to:

• interpret ideas? 

• make connections? 

• explore different perspectives? 

• express a personal response? 

• communicate something 

meaningful? 

Will the writing reveal the 

learning we intended?

Stage 2: Identify the key 

learning

Consider:

• How can all students access 

the learning?

• How can students connect 

with the learning?

• How can students show their 

learning?

• What supports are in place?

Using a recent Unit of Learning



The Writing Process

A process students can 

revisit across a 

Unit of Learning



The Writing Process

As you watch, 

consider:

• What supports 

writers to develop 

their ideas and refine 

their work? 

• How might we create 

similar opportunities 

for our students?
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Click to play

https://youtu.be/Y42Dr8g4IuM


Sharing Practice: 
Supporting Writing Development

What strategies have you found most effective at any stage 

of the writing process?



"Dialogue about 

exemplars develops 

students' capacities to 

make judgments."

-David Carless & David Boud (2018)

Recognising Quality in Writing

Adapted from Carless & Boud (2018) and Sadler (1989).



Supporting Quality Writing 
Through Feedback

• Do students know what needs 

attention in their writing?

• Do students know what action to 

take next?

• Do students know what success 

would look like in a revised draft?

"Feedback should cause 

thinking; it should be 

related to the learning 

goals. Indeed, the whole 

purpose of feedback 

should be to increase 

the extent to which 

students are owners of 

their own learning"

— Dylan Wiliam



Opportunities For Feedback

• Live feedback during writing

• Feedback Stations

• Feedback codes/symbols

• Verbal feedback /Audio feedback

• Modelled revision 

• Digital feedback tools and comments 

How might these 

approaches create 

meaningful opportunities 

for students to act on 

feedback, revise their 

work and improve as 

writers?
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The Student Collection of Texts: 
Growth Over Time

‘‘The Collection of Texts supports students to 

develop their own voice and identity as 

writers, experiment with different genres and 

forms, and engage in the process of drafting 

and revising.’’

- Junior Cycle English – Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessment 

(NCCA)

“Students manage the development of a collection 

of personal writing, which they build up over time. 

Through this they learn to see writing as a 

process to learn about and refine.”

 
- Junior Cycle English Specification, 2015



The Student Collection of Texts in 
Everyday Learning

• How has the Collection of 

Texts become part of 

everyday teaching and 

learning?

• How does it help students 

recognise their 

development as writers?

Listen for how the 

Collection of Texts 

supports:

•voice 

•reflection 

•drafting 

•progression Click to play

https://youtube.com/shorts/dppyXV5R3JQ


Sharing Practice

Step 1

Review

Step 2

Borrow and Refine

Consider:

• preparation for writing 

• task quality 

• feedback and revision 

• evidence retained in the 

Collection of Texts

Move: and review 

another department’s 

plan.

Borrow: one idea, 

learning experience, 

writing task or strategy 

Record: one 

refinement you 

might consider



Individual Reflection



BREAK

11.00 – 11.20

tinyurl.com/OideEnglishMailingList
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