
Oracy and Collaboration in the Classroom



Our Focus for this Session:

• Exploring Senior Cycle Key Competencies, the 

Transition Year Programme Statement and Student 

Experiences

• Supporting oracy, collaboration and critical literacy in our 

English classrooms.



Oracy Across 
The Continuum of Learning

There is a strong focus 

on... the vital 

importance of learning 

through oral 

language. This makes 

the English classroom 

an active space, a 

place of ‘classroom 

talk’ where learners 

explore language and 

ideas as much through 

thinking and talking as 

through listening and 

writing (p. 9).

Oral and social 

construction of meaning 

through listening and 

speaking supports 

reading and writing 

where the child is 

required to engage 

individually and to 

understand and 

respond in the 

construction of 

meaning with written 

texts (p.17)

Primary Language 

Curriculum 2019

Junior Cycle English 

Specification 2018 

Transition Year 

Programme 

Statement  2025

Leaving Certificate 

Syllabus 1999

Teaching and 

assessment… are 

characterized by 

'...increased 

opportunities for 

student involvement, 

enjoyment and agency 

in their own learning... 

(p.22)

‘Formal and informal 

opportunities to speak 

and present in class, 

in public and in 

interviews.’ (p. 13)

The development of oracy 

is a significant aspiration 

of this syllabus

...approaches which 

emphasise dialogue, 

group-discussion… are 

strongly recommended. 

Students should be 

encouraged to express 

their opinions, speculate 

and engage in argument 

to foster their capacity to 

think well (p.7)



1. Take a moment to explore the Key 

Competencies.

2. Consider how oracy in the classroom 

can build student key competencies in 

Senior Cycle?

Senior Cycle Key Competencies

Video Courtesy of NCCA

https://youtu.be/vNX-1qxSchI


TY Programme Statement 

Student Dimensions provide the foundations:

• Personal Growth – self-confidence, empathy, 

leadership

• Being a Learner – goal-setting, independent 

learning

• Civic & Community Engagement – social 

responsibility, inclusion

• Career Exploration – communication & 

presentation skills

tinyurl.com/SCKeyDocs



Student Experiences

Step 1: Reflect 

• What’s new to your TY English 

classroom?

• What experiences from previous TY 

programmes are worth keeping?

• What would you like to see in future TY 

English programmes?
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Step 2: Student Experience

• Consider the texts that have worked for you in the past or texts you would like 

to incorporate into your plan.

• How can you use the student experiences from the Programme Statement to 

support engagement with these texts. (You might like to consider a text, a 

student experience and relevant tasks or activities)

• Share your ideas on the paper provided to support the Gallery Walk in Step 3.



Take a moment to walk around consider what TY English looks like in 
different contexts. Note any activities you might adopt or adapt for your 
own classroom.

Step 3: Share & Explore



Collaborative Learning

‘Through listening, speaking, discussion 

and collaboration, student agency and 

self-efficacy are developed both 

individually and in collaboration with 

others.’

(Curriculum Specification for Leaving Certificate English 2025, p. 10)



Voices from the Classroom

1. As you watch, consider how 

you might create spaces in 

your classroom for this kind 

of dialogic, reflective 

learning?

2. How might we support all 

learners to engage in these 

activities?
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https://youtu.be/1zugxNqm3PY


Oracy at Senior Cycle

"The development of oracy is a 

significant aspiration of this 

syllabus. To that end the 

development of methodological 

approaches which emphasise 

dialogue, group-discussion, oral 

presentations and performances 

are strongly recommended. 

Students should be encouraged to 

express their opinions, speculate 

and engage in argument to foster 

their capacity to think well. ​"

(The Leaving Certificate Syllabus, 1999, p8.) 

“The English classroom is an inclusive 

space for discussion, debate and 

argument. Oracy in the English 

classroom is pivotal to the development 

of the skills and competencies 

required by students as they develop 

lifelong learning and prepare for active 

involvement in the world around them - a 

world where they will ask critical 

questions, interrogate opinions, 

respond and engage empathetically, 

create imaginatively, formulate reasoned 

responses and work collaboratively."

(The Leaving Certificate English Specification, 2025, p.4)



Considering Types of Talk

‘“The difference between the two functions of 

talk is that in presentational talk the 

speaker’s attention is primarily focussed on 

adjusting the language, content and manner to 

the needs of an audience, and in exploratory 

talk the speaker is more concerned with 

sorting out his or her own thoughts”
  (Douglas Barnes, 1992, p.7)



Learner Tasks

Consider the tasks in your own school context that you 

use to critically engage learners?
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Exploratory Talk in the Classroom – 
Spider Web Discussion

As you watch, consider how the 

students use talk to develop their 

thinking – not just show what 

they know?

https://youtu.be/u3BNO7p2g00


A Window into Classroom Dialogue

Adapted from Wiggins, Alexis The Best Class You Never Taught 2017.
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An Approach to Assessment



Adapting Oracy Strategies for an 
Inclusive Classroom

How do you support all learners through strategies like 
Spider Web Discussions?
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Oracy and Progression – 

TY and Beyond

“Formal and informal opportunities to speak and present in class, in 
public and in interviews.”

“Having greater capacity to negotiate ethical dilemmas and reflect 
on personal values.”

“Broadening their communication and presentation skills.”

“Meaningful learning opportunities that incorporate student 
input.”

“Deepening their awareness and sense of empathy, identity and 
belonging.”

“Learning opportunities around empathy, diversity and inclusion.”

Student Experiences across Student Dimensions

Developmental Indicators across Student Dimensions

(Transition Year Programme Statement 2025)



Collaboration and Critical Literacy

“Offering enrichment and advanced 

opportunities keeps learners engaged 

and motivated, allowing them to excel 

and reach their full potential in a 

climate of inclusivity and equity. 

This benefits both individual learners 

and enhances the classroom 

environment, promoting 

collaboration and peer learning.” 

(Ireland’s Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Literacy Strategy 2024-2033, p19)

tinyurl.com/

OidePPLiteracyPadlet



Collaborating with a Critical Lens
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‘Step Inside’ with a Critical Lens



Deepening Talk for Learning

While you listen think about the benefits 

of stepping inside a character like Aífe? 

https://youtu.be/mLD9xsT6Erw


Choice and Learner Agency

Dramatic 

Monologue: 

Write and perform 

as a voice within or 

silenced by the text. 

Explore moral 

responsibility or 

complicity.

Visual Poem or Art 

Response: 

Use mixed media to 

show crises or 

epiphanies that the 

characters encounter 

in the text.

Podcast Snippet 

‘Moral Dilemma’: 

Create a “Moral 

Dilemma” podcast 

where you debate 

or reflect on the 

choices depicted 

in the texts.

Review of an Evening 

With…:

You are reviewing a recital 

by an author. Consider 

how experiencing their 

texts read aloud affects 

your interpretation of their 

work.

Possible Creative Tasks for Critical Engagement

1. What are the possible benefits of offering choice 

for learners when asking them to respond to texts? 

2. What opportunities for critical engagement do 

tasks such as these provide for learners?23



Deepening Talk for Learning

Task: Based on your chosen stimulus piece 

create a task with an oral element, which 

supports the students to adopt a different 

perspective.

Step 1: In your departments, think about how 

you might encourage meaningful discussion 

around the elements of characterisation in these 

poems.

• You may like to discuss some of the 

strategies explored today.

• How might you draw out critical engagement?

• What skills will your students need?



Deepening Talk for Learning

Step 2: Choose one of the characters you have discussed and create a task with an oral 

element, which supports the students to adopt a different perspective.

Points to consider:

• What is the purpose of your oral task?

• Does it build on a prior knowledge?

• Can student choice be built into the task?

Step 3: Share your tasks with the room.



Reflection

You may like to discuss:

• What opportunities students have for oracy, collaboration and 

exploratory talk?

• What routines or scaffolds we could use to support richer 

discussion?

• How this influences how we implement the TY programme – or 

prepare learners for Senior Cycle?



Break. See you at 2pm.

tinyurl.com/OideEnglishMailingList
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