
Writing with Purpose: Opportunities for 

Authentic Student Expression



Our Focus this Session is to…

• Design purposeful writing opportunities that are engaging and 

inclusive

• Identify how purpose, audience, and format shape meaningful 

writing

• Develop approaches to foster student voice, confidence and 

growth through TY writing experiences.



Opening Thought

“Reading is like breathing in

                                            and writing is like breathing out”

                                                                                                                             (Pam Allyn, 2015)



Writing for Pleasure?

• Fewer than 3 in 10 (28.7%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said 
that they enjoy writing in their free time.

• Just 1 in 9 (11.1%) children and young people said that they wrote 
something daily in their free time.

• Of children and young people aged 8 to 18 who wrote at least once a 
month, 3 in 5 (59.1%) did so to be creative, while 1 in 2 (52.8%) wrote to 
express their ideas and imagination (52.8%) or their thoughts and 
feelings (47.7%).

• Many also wrote to support their mental wellbeing, with 2 in 5 (40.4%) 
writing to relax and 1 in 3 (33.1%) because it made them feel happy.

  National Literacy Trust Annual Literacy Survey 2024



Would You Rather...Write

A podcast episode reflecting on 

how someone inspired you

A comic strip showing how you 

overcame a real challenge
Personal 

Growth



Would You Rather...Write

A speech you wish your 

future self could hear

A journal entry reflecting on a piece of 

writing you were proud of
Being a 

Learner



Would You Rather...Write

A monologue from the 

perspective of someone 

affected by injustice

A fictional news article about 

how you helped solve 

a local problem

Civic and 

Community 

Engagement



Career 

Exploration

Would You Rather...Write

A job advertisement for your 

dream job, with you as 

the ideal candidate

A fictional story set 

in your dream career
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Civic and 

Community 

Engagement



Transition Year

“TY offers time, space and 

autonomy to create enjoyable 

and meaningful educational 

experiences that support 

students in senior cycle.”
— Page 7



Writing Progression

In what ways can Transition Year offer a space for students to build on the 

foundations of Junior Cycle and grow as writers over time?

Junior Cycle: Collection of 

Texts



Julian Girdham – TY Writing Experience

Is there anything similar going 

on in your English 

department?
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https://youtu.be/vtHZBz1g4pA


(Dostal and Gabriel, Designing Writing Instruction that Matters, 2016)

Purpose – Audience – Format (PAF)



‘Once students have been allowed to 

consider the reciprocal 

relationships between purpose, 

audience, and format, they are able to 

make more robust connections 

between the skills and strategies 

for writing they learn in school and 

the place of writing in their lives’.

(Dostal and Gabriel, Designing Writing Instruction that Matters, 2016)

Purpose – Audience – Format (PAF)
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'Pick ‘N’ Mix’ - Exercise

Purpose – Audience – Format: 
Classroom Activities

Purpose, Audience, Format. 

Each jar contains slips of paper (e.g. Inform / Persuade / 

Entertain; Friend / Community / Newspaper; Poem / Speech / 

Blog).

Task: Students draw one slip from each jar to create a random 

PAF challenge.29



Pick & Mix In Action

Persuade

Inform

Reflect

Advise

Parents

Politicians

JC Students

Local Community

Speech

Magazine Article

Blog

Personal Essay

Stimulus: ‘Home is not a place, it’s a feeling.’

Step 1: In your departments, pick one purpose, one audience and one 

format

Step 2: Use the Planning for Writing worksheet to map out why you’re 

writing (purpose), who you’re writing for (audience), and how you’ll 

present it (format).



Purpose – Audience – Format

• What skills does it help students practice?

• What benefits did you notice when you tried it?

• How could you adapt this for an inclusive 

classroom so all learners can take part?
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Student Pre-Writing Checklist
What might students ask themselves before starting to write?

➢ Do I know what the task is asking me to do?

➢ Who will be my audience? What do they need to 

know/feel?

➢ What do I already know about this topic? What 

do I need to know?

➢ What is the best genre/writing format to use?

➢ How should I structure my ideas?

➢ What examples evidence might I need? 

(quotations, statistics, anecdotes, etc.) Image courtesy of Cork 

University Press

Adapted from

(Selena Wilkes, Teaching of English in Post-primary Education, ​2023)
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Skills and Habits

What am I already doing in my 

classroom that builds towards this?

What changes could I make this year 

to nurture creative voice more 

deliberately?

(Atomic Habits, 2018)
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Student Profile and Purposeful Writing

“Authentic and purposeful 

writing projects have the 

power to secure young 

writers’ engagement and 

significantly contribute to 

positive academic 

achievements.”

(Young and Ferguson, 2021)

“Empowering students to 

communicate effectively through 

the written and spoken word, 

nurturing their creative voices 

and developing their skills to 

critically engage with the world 

around them .”

(Leaving Certificate English Specification, 2025)



Designing a TY English 
Micro Module

A dedicated writing component in TY English is 

designed to provide engaging, real-world writing 

experiences across genres. 

Students participate in a variety of TY English 

activities throughout the year, writing for a purpose 

will help to develop voice, confidence and style for 

personal, functional and creative purposes. 

It complements other components of TY English, such 

as reading, oral language and film/drama. 



Moyne College ‘Story’
Writing Experience

Have you an example of a writing 

experience you could share with us? 

https://youtube.com/shorts/dUh-YCzC2XY


Designing TY for Your
 Context: Micro Modules

A TY micro-module is typically designed to provide a 

concentrated learning experience, within the 

parameters of the Transition Year Programme Statement, 

to enhance the educational experience of students. 

They can be designed and delivered as standalone 

components or designed to be integrated with other 

TY components. 

TY micro-modules can be developed for a duration of up 

to 10, 20, or 30 hours, whilst having the flexibility for 

schools to decide on the most suitable balance of class 

contact time and self-directed, independent learning.



Designing TY Micro Module

This micro-module will:

‘help students to become more information and news literate 

through building student critical literacy when engaging with 

media content, and will empower students to develop the 

knowledge, skills, values and dispositions that contribute to being 

able to engage meaningfully with content regardless of where they 

source their news and information’ 

(NCCA, Developing news and information literacy, 2025, p5)



1. Title & Aim – give your module a working title and aims.

2. Student Dimensions – choose 2-3 relevant indicators.

3. Rationale – why this matters for TY in your context.

4. Student Experiences – list 1-2 core activities.

5. Senior Cycle Link – how does it build skills for 5th/6th year?

Considerations

BUILD a Transition Year Writing Experience
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Designing Purposeful Writing

Welcome & How to use this Padlet

Step 1: Familiarise yourself with each section of 

the Padlet.

Step 2: Browse School Samples to see what other 

schools are doing.

Step 3: Download Blank 'Supporting Planning in TY'.

Step 4: Begin to design a TY Writing Experience and 

upload to Padlet.
tinyurl.com/TYModulesPadlet



Reflection Questions: 

• What kinds of writing experiences are most meaningful 

for your students?

• How do these experiences scaffold towards senior 

cycle expectations (e.g., personal response, critical 

thinking, voice)?

• What opportunities are there in your school to share or 

celebrate students' writing?

Designing Purposeful Writing



Reflecting on our Day

Navigating stories and perspectives

Writing with purpose: Opportunities for authentic 

student expression

Oracy and Collaboration in the Classroom



Feedback

 • We appreciate your feedback on the 
day and on your future support needs.

• Please follow the link below 
and complete the feedback form:

• Log onto 
https://registration.oide.ie/feedback



Visit our website www.oide.ie Follow us on Twitter

@Oide_English

@Oide_PPLiteracy

Additional Supports

http://www.oide.ie/
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