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Please respect everyone's right 

to privacy

No discussing individual 

students



Junior Cycle L1LPs & L2LPs

• There will be termly online information sessions regarding 
Junior Cycle L1LPs & L2LPs for school leaders and teachers 
who are new to the programmes this year.

Online 
Information 
Sessions

• Teachers can attend a dedicated workshop for school leaders, 
teachers from special classes and core SET team.

• This workshop will focus on planning individual learning 
programmes for students with SEN in Junior and Senior Cycle.

Subject Cluster 
Day

• Oide provides contextualised in-school support in a range of 
priority areas, including Junior Cycle L1LPs and L2LPs. 

• Schools apply for this support through the Oide support portal.

In-school 
Support



Senior Cycle L1LPs & L2LPs

• There will be termly online information sessions regarding Senior 
Cycle L1LPs & L2LPs for school leaders and teachers who are new 
to the programmes this year.

Online Information 
Sessions

• We are offering Senior Cycle L1LP & L2LP professional learning for 
mainstream schools via a live webinar which will be recorded in late 
September.

Webinar

• Teachers can attend a dedicated workshop for school leaders, 
teachers from special classes and core SET team.

• This workshop will focus on planning individual learning 
programmes for students with SEN in Junior and Senior Cycle.

Subject Cluster 
Day

• Oide provides contextualised in-school support in a range of priority 
areas, including Senior Cycle L1LP and L2LP. 

• Schools apply for this support through the Oide support portal.
In-school Support



Key 
Documents

L1LPs 

Guidelines

L2LPs 

Guidelines

Information Note TC 0006/2024.

Updates on the implementation of 

the Framework for Junior Cycle 

with particular reference to the 

school year 2024/25. To be read in 

conjunction with Circular 0028/2023
Preparation for 

Teaching and 

Learning – Guidance 

for Primary & Special 

Schools



• To develop our understanding of how the Junior Cycle Level 1 Learning 

Programmes (JCL1LPs) & Junior Cycle Level 2 Learning Programmes 

(JCL2LPs) sit within the Junior Cycle framework

• To explore the Junior Cycle Priority Learning Units, Elements & Learning 

outcomes within the JCL1LPs & JCL2LPs

• To build on our understanding of Junior Cycle Level 1 & Level 2 Short Courses

• To become more aware of the assessment & reporting of learning at Junior Cycle 

Level 1 & Level 2

Learning Intentions



Continuum of Education

Aistear
Primary 

Curriculum
Junior 
Cycle

Senior 
Cycle



8 Principles

24 Statements of Learning

L1LPs
Other Areas 

of Learning

Short 

Courses
WellbeingSubjectsL2LPs

8 Key Skills

Assessment and Reporting
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The Junior Cycle Framework



National Framework of Qualifications

L1LPs 

broadly 

aligned to 

Level 1

L2LPs 

broadly aligned 

to Level 2

Junior Cycle 

Subject 

Specifications 

broadly aligned 

to Level 3 



Target Groups L1LPs L2LPs

Students with the below listed strengths and needs 
may require support, but that support is not 

necessarily met through the L2LPs

Physical Disability

Hearing Impairment/Visual Impairment

Emotional behavioural Difficulties (EBD)

Autism

Specific Speech and Language Challenges

Pupils with SEN Arising from an Assessed Syndrome

Multiple Disability

Specific Learning Disability; Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, 

Dyspraxia etc.

Who are the L1LPs for?

Low Moderate General Learning Disability

Severe or Profound General 

Learning Disability

Who are the L2LPs for?

Low Mild General Learning Disability

High Moderate General Learning Disability



Who are Junior Cycle (JC) Level 1 
Learning Programmes (L1LPs) 
designed for?

Students at an early stage of 
cognitive development.

Students with an identification of a 
general learning disability in the low 
moderate to severe and profound 
categories.



JC L1LP’s: What might a student engage 

with?

6 Priority 

Learning 

Units 

(PLUs)

2 Short 

Courses:

Levels 1 or 

2

A 

Programme 

of 

Wellbeing

Individual 

Learning 

Targets

Other Areas 

of Learning

Underpinned by the individual student’s strengths and 

needs as identified in the Student Support File



JC L1LPs  PLUs

Communication, 

language and literacy

Numeracy

Physical Education

Personal care & wellbeing

The arts

Being part of a community

Over 3 years

250 hrs  =  Per PLU



JC Level 1 Progression Pathways 



Who are JC Level 2 Learning Programmes 
(L2LPs) for?

Pg 23. A Framework for Junior Cycle 2015

Learners with a low mild to high moderate 
general learning disability.

'The special needs of these children is such as 
to prevent them from accessing some or all 
of the subjects and short courses on offer at 
junior cycle that are broadly aligned with Level 
3 NFQ.’



JC L2LP’s: What might a student engage 

with?

5 Priority 

Learning 

Units 

(PLUs)

2 Short

Courses:

Levels 1, 

2 or 3

Level 3  

Subjects

Level 3

Subject  

CBAs

A 

Programme 

of 

Wellbeing

Individual 

Learning 

Targets

Other 

Areas of 

Learning

Underpinned by the individual student’s strengths and 

needs as identified in the Student Support File



JC Level 2 PLUs 

Personal Care

Living in the

Community

Numeracy

Preparing for Work

Communication,

and Literacy

Over 3 years

250 hrs  =  Per PLU



Timetable 

Reflect a Broad 
and Balanced 

Curriculum 

Cross-Curricular 
Activities 

Demonstrate a 
rounded holistic 

approach to 
teaching & learning 



JC Priority Learning Units Posters

For example, 

L2LPs PLU Communicating and 

Literacy has 6 Elements and 37 

Learning outcomes



Personalised Junior Cycle Programmes

Priority Learning Units

Communication, Language and 

Literacy

Numeracy

Personal Care and Wellbeing

Being Part of the Community

The Arts

Physical Education

Short Course

Around the World in 80 days Level 1

Grow it, Cook it, Eat it Level 2

History Level 2

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Enterprise in Animation Level 2

Digital Media Literacy Level 2

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Physical Education Level 2

SPHE Level 2

Subjects

Visual Art

Home Economics



JC PLU Structure

L1LPs 

PLU

Element

Learning 

Outcomes

Learning 

Outcomes

Element

L2LPs 

PLU



JC Short Courses Level 1 & Level 2

Minimum of 100 hours timetabled engagement



JC School-developed Level 2 Short Courses

NCCA Scoping 

Document
School Developed short courses can be 

found on Scoilnet.

If your school chooses to engage with a 

school developed short course complete 

the scoping document 

found at www.ncca.ie

http://www.ncca.ie/


Knowledge 

of the 

curriculum

Knowledge 

of children 

and their 

prior 

learning

Knowledge 

of 

pedagogy

Learning Environment and 

culture

Preparation for Teaching and Learning

Preparation for Teaching & Learning 

“Decisions are also underpinned by high- quality assessment 
practice which is used to inform teaching and learning.”

(Preparation for Teaching and Learning - Guidance for All Primary and Special Schools Pg.7)

Teachers as committed, skillful and agentic professionals



Assessment of Level 1 & Level 2 
Priority Learning Units

Ongoing formative assessment and reporting by teacher(s)

A portfolio of evidence of students’ work.

Assessment of portfolio is school based

The JCPA will reflect on all learning achieved in PLUs after 3 years.



What does a Portfolio look like?

Evidence of which teacher 

completed the work with the 

student

Varied types of evidence

Examples of the students work 

with identified success criteria

Shows student progression

Includes teacher feedback

Can be digital, 

paper or a 

combination of both



Evidence of Learning

Video/audio 
recording

Receipts, leaflets etc
Teacher or student 
notes (written or 
recorded)

Written/typed/ Oral - step 
by step account of their 
experience. 

Visual art 
representation of 
experience

Photograph or photo-
story.

Completed worksheet
Completed Teacher 
observation sheet Project work



Assessment Resources



Level 1 & Level 2 Descriptors

• L1LPs

• Successfully Completed
• Evidence in the portfolio which 

shows the student has achieved 
along the progression pathways the 
majority of the LOs across the entire 
PLU

• CBA has met the FOQ outlined in the 
Short Course Assessment 
Guidelines

• Progress Achieved
• Evidence in the portfolio which the 

student has benefitted from 
accessing some of the learning from 
the PLU and/or Short Course

• L2LPs

• Achieved 
• Evidence in the portfolio which  

shows the student has achieved 
the majority of LO’s from every 
element in the PLU

• CBA has met the FOQ outlined in 
the Short Course Assessment 
Guidelines 



Assessment of JC Short Courses

Students complete a Classroom Based 

Assessment (CBA) which is assessed 

using Features of Quality.

The JCPA will use the descriptor 

‘Achieved’ (L2) and ‘Progress 

Achieved/Successfully Completed’ 

(L1) to reflect on the Short Courses that 

have met the Features of 

Quality/benefited from access to LOs



Assessment journey

3rd Yr.2nd Yr.1st Yr.

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Short Course 
CBAs

Short Course 
CBAs

Final Portfolio 
Assessment



Final Reporting Summary

Students 

Engaging 

with L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

experience 

all learning 

outcomes in 

each PLU 

and short 

course they 

are engaging 

in.

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at Level 1 

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across a PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at level 2

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across every 

element in every PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at Level 1 

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines & the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Progress Achieved’ 

or ‘successfully completed’

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at level 2

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines and the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Achieved’

Students 

Engaging with 

L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

have all areas 

of learning 

recognised on 

the JCPA 

including 

Subjects, 

subject CBAs, 

Wellbeing and 

other areas 

of learning.



Registering and Recording results for the 
Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement

All students 

following 

L1LPs and 

L2LPs in 

special 

schools are 

registered 

on POD

If the student is engaging 

in L2LPs and any junior 

cycle level 3 SEC exam

JCPA will be 

generated 

on P-POD

If the student is engaging 

in L1LPs & L2LPs PLUs 

and Short courses only

JCPA will be 

generated 

on JCAD



Pause & Reflect

What was your key learning today?

What will your next steps be?



Thank You
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