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Our Focus for This Session is…

To reflect on teaching, learning and assessment and

collaboratively consider how we can integrate English language 

support in our mainstream post primary classrooms.



Structure of Our Session



Who is an EAL Learner?

An EAL learner is any learner whose home 

language is different to the language of schooling.

Every EAL learner will have different social, 

emotional and learning needs based on their 

background and experience.
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Who is Responsible?

 "EAL support teachers are appointed to assist 
schools in providing additional EAL support 
teaching for pupils. The EAL pupil remains the 
responsibility of the mainstream class teacher at 
primary level and the subject specialist teachers 
at post primary level who will work closely with the 
EAL support teachers."

   Meeting the needs of pupils learning English as an Additional Language (EAL)
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Key Messages

Every EAL learner has the potential to learn and should be given the 
opportunity to access the same curriculum as their peers.

Language support should be curriculum-linked and aimed at helping the 
EAL learners acquire the language necessary to access the curriculum.

It is essential that we have a knowledge of each EAL learner's English 
language proficiency level so that the student, their family and teachers all 
know their starting point, the next learning steps and their potential learning 
destination.



BICS and CALP: 
The Importance of Teaching Key Words

Basic Interpersonal 

Communication Skills:

The language necessary for everyday 

interactions and social communication.

Cognitive Academic 

Language Proficiency:

The language necessary to access 

the curriculum.



Recent Reports



Linking Language Targets to Subject Learning
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Inspection for Improvement: Follow-through inspections of provision for 

EAL, Inspectorate, 2024, Chapter 11, pp. 2–4

The school’s approach to supporting learners of 

English as an Additional Language is informed by 

the findings of the Inspectorate’s follow-through 

inspections (2024). In particular, the emphasis on 

assessment, clear language target-setting, 

explicit teaching of language in mainstream 

classrooms, and regular review of progress 

reflects practices identified in schools that made 

good or very good progress in implementing 

inspection recommendations 



Assessment Toolkit: Key Steps
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Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (CEFR)



Development Across All Four Skills of 
Language Acquisition

Which targets are your 

EAL students currently 

working towards?



Additional Supports: Assessment Toolkit Guide
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https://tinyurl.com/EALAssessmentGuide



Welcoming Environment
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My Classroom as a Welcoming Place

What can we do to support 

our students to feel safe, 

that they belong and that 

they can achieve? 



Building Learner Confidence
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What lessons 

did you have 

today?

What is your 

favourite 

subject?

• Importance of daily 

conversations

• Habits/rituals

• Recycle the language of 

schooling

• Simple daily strategies



Support with the Language Mats
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• Chinese

• French 

• German

• Italian

• Japanese

• Korean

• Lithuanian

• Polish

• Portuguese

• Romanian

• Russian

• Spanish

• Ukranian

Versions of each language mat 

are also available as gaeilge.



Overcoming Potential Challenges

or



Inclusive Classroom Practice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARPcCgPMUMg


Approaches for Teaching and Learning 
in the Mainstream Classroom
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The Importance of Developing Oral Language

"It is important that children and young people who 

require support to develop their English language skills 

can learn in mainstream classrooms with peers who 

are native speakers of English in a scaffolded, 

immersive environment.

Their full involvement in all aspects of school life is an 

important factor in supporting them to acquire effective 

communication skills."

Meeting Additional Language Needs: Whole-school and Classroom 

Approaches for Inclusive Language Learning, February 2024



Structured Opportunities to Interact 
with Peers in the Classroom
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Image courtesy of Inclusion4Schools.eu

EAL learners will be strategically seated to promote 

structured peer interactions and opportunities to use the 

language where possible to build confidence. 



Signposting and Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 

• Giving one instruction at a time

• Explicitly teach key vocabulary needed to access the 
lesson content

• Explicit vocabulary lists can easily be created in multiple 
languages. For example, using Google Sheets or 
Immersive Reader

• Keywords can be displayed in the classroom, taken down 
from the board, printed off, or emailed to students.

• Keywords can be used to pre teach a topic, during a 
lesson, as homework, to support homework, or as a 
revision tool.



Tier 1, 2 and 3 Vocabulary and EAL

Adapted from Isabel Beck, L. Kucan and Margaret McKeown, Bringing Words to Life, 2002

Book, window, chair, 

lunch, happy, class 

Examine, authority, describe, 

analyse, measure, repeat, 

suggest, curve 

Photosynthesis, osmosis, 

plate tectonics, simile, 

theorem 

Tier 3 vocabulary are subject-
specific words which are 
typically foregrounded in 
textbooks in a helpful manner.

Tier 2 words are common 
academic words which are 
likely to require explicit teaching. 
They may have multiple 
meanings and appear in a 
variety of subjects

Tier 1 words are words in our 
everyday language



Translating Apps to Support Language 
Acquisition and Learning
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Observations Relating to Resources / Handouts

Further Points to Note:

• Use bullet points

• Summarise long/complicated text(s) 

• Label drawing/classroom units/posters

• Effective use of digital technology



Linking Language Support to the Curriculum 



Listening Targets Across the CEFR Benchmarks

Working towards 

A1 Pre-Literate

Working towards 

A1 Literate A1 Breakthrough



Linking Language Support to the Curriculum - 
Sample Tasks For Listening – Woodwork 

Sample Tasks for Listening

Working Towards A1 Pre-literate Follow a single step routine or instruction

Working Towards A1 Literate Listen for and understand words & phrases from 

immediate environment

A1 Breakthrough Listen for & understand isolated, familiar words and 

phrases

• Dictation

• Question and Answer

• Rally coach

• Chunking

• Audiobooks

• Podcasts as a stimulus

• Think Pair Share, Placemat, Turn and Talk and other 

structured group/pair activities



Rally Coach for Paired Listening Activities

1. In this approach, students pair up. Between them, 

they have a task and one pencil. As they listen 

Student A is responsible for initiating the 

discussion, and Student B listens. Student B 

questions, challenges the assumptions or ideas 

offered and discuss the answer with Student A.

2. Students discuss their points together, question 

each other's ideas and rephrase their thoughts. 

They work collaboratively on word choice and 

coherency.

3. Student B then records their answer.



Speaking Targets Across the CEFR Benchmarks

Working towards 

A1 Pre-Literate

Working towards 

A1 Literate A1 Breakthrough



Linking Language Support to the Curriculum - 
Sample Tasks For Speaking – Business Studies

Sample Tasks for Speaking

Working Towards A1 Pre-literate Respond to visual cues /gestures/objects to 

make a choice verbally or nonverbally

Working Towards A1 Literate Name familiar objects in immediate environment

A1 Breakthrough Use a series (3-4) short phrases on a familiar topic

• Recognise key visuals

• Use Immersive Reader to show connection 

between visuals and written word, use audio 

function to practice pronunciation

• Repeating key words at the beginning and end of 

lesson

• Summarise points orally throughout the lesson

• Group/ pair work

• Identify and locate key words in the text, repeat orally



Reading Coach: An Inclusive Approach to Speaking

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gm2ymtYN_OQ


Reading Targets Across the CEFR Benchmarks

Working towards 

A1 Pre-Literate

Working towards 

A1 Literate A1 Breakthrough



Linking Language Support to the Curriculum - 
Sample Tasks For Reading – Home Economics 

Sample Tasks for Reading

Working Towards A1 Pre- literate Respond to pictures or symbols

Working Towards A1 Literate Read and understand 1-2word instructions with 

accompanying illustrations

A1 Breakthrough Use a bilingual dictionary to look up keywords 

provided by the teacher

• Paired reading

• Coral Reading

• Dual Coding

• Chunking

• Using audio tools like the Reading Coach to check 

pronunciation

• Practice with using the bilingual dictionary.

• Using tools like Microsoft Lens to translate text to 

home language to follow for increased 

comprehension



Using the Bilingual Dictionary as an Agentic Learner

• Limit the use of the dictionary to key words, skim and 

scan a piece of text to determine these.

• Search for the base of the word (the infinitive form of the 

verb: to run, to explain etc).

• Notice the parts of speech – is it a noun or a 

verb, record can be a noun (meaning music 

record/disc) or a verb (to record). This helps with 

meaning making.

• Create vocabulary lists and make connections with 

words that are related or have a similar prefix.



Linking Language Support to the Curriculum – 
Working Toward A1 Pre-Literate – Writing – Geography/Science

Working towards A1 Pre-Literate



Working Toward A1 Pre-Literate - Sample Tasks For Writing

• Grip

• Using highlighters

• Pens/ Pencil

• Forming letters SAPTIN

• Dual Coding
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Working towards A1 Pre-Literate



Linking Language Support to the Curriculum - 
Working Towards A1 Literate – Writing – Geography/Science

Working towards A1 Literate



Working Toward A1 Literate - Sample Tasks For Writing
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Working towards A1 Literate • Circle capital letters, replace capital 
letters/full stops

• Fill in missing letters

• Remove extra letters/words

• Rewrite lower/uppercase letters

• Key word search

• Rearrange words to form sentences



Linking Language Support to the Curriculum – 
A1 Breakthrough – Writing – Geography/Science

Working towards A1 

Breakthrough

vapour



Working Toward A1 Breakthrough – 
Sample Tasks For Writing
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Working towards A1 

Breakthrough

• Remove keywords – have students complete 
independently

• Find the plurals for these words or write the 
singular for these plurals

• Underline the adjectives / nouns / verbs / 
prepositions

• Choose a noun from the box to complete the 
sentences

• Choose your own noun / verb / preposition to fill in 
the gaps in the following sentences

• Rewrite the passage in the past / future tense



Choice in the Mainstream Classroom
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Scaffold for success to build confidence

Consider: 

• Giving credit for a broader range of 

assessment.

• Does the assessment have to be based 

on pen and paper?

• Could CBAs serve as a model?

• Acknowledging and giving recognition 

for progress students have made.



AI for Translating Long Texts in 
Multiple Home Languages



Using Digital Tools to Support EAL Learners 
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Live Translated Captioning in Microsoft Translate

https://padlet.com/jct2/digital-supports-for-eal-cs2zv3x8um3hmx5g/wish/MbejW1OEnwzAQNkG


NotebookLM
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https://padlet.com/jct2/digital-supports-for-eal-cs2zv3x8um3hmx5g/wish/x5m7aoLyMjvBQkAV


Using AI for Inclusive Planning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=745ggB7QqCI


Reflection and Booklet Link

Take a moment to reflect 

on the various approaches 

discussed in this session 

and how they can support 

your students. 

tinyurl.com/OideEALBooklet



Visit our website www.oide.ie  

Contact: info@oide.ie

Follow us on X
@Oide_PPLiteracy

Padlet of Resources and Additional Supports

www.elsp.ie

English Language 
Support Programme

www.ncca.ie

http://tinyurl.com/OideEALSupports

http://www.oide.ie/
mailto:info@oide.ie
mailto:info@oide.ie
mailto:info@oide.ie
http://www.elsp.ie/


Many thanks!

Míle buíochas

Danke | Gracias | Grazie |Merci | Дякую

 

info@oide.ie www.oide.ie @Oide_Ireland
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