Statements for the Diversity Walk

Take a step forward if you can:

1.

You have access to books, internet and other resources at home to support your
learning.

You have a quiet dedicated space at home where you can study without
interruptions.

Your parents / guardians have high expectations of you academically,
communicate with your teachers about your progress and attend parent-teacher
meetings.

You have access to extra-curricular activities and clubs that help you build your
interests and skills outside the school.

You don’t have to worry about whether you’ll have food to eat during the day
Your first language is the primary language of instruction at school

You feel that you are encouraged to share your ideas in class, and that your
contributions are valued and respected by your peers and teachers.

You feel like you belong at school and are accepted by your peers

You really enjoy group work in class

Take a step back if:

1.

You often take care of younger siblings or help with household responsibilities
which limits the amount of time you can spend on schoolwork.

You often experience bullying or exclusion because of your background, accent
or appearance.

You have frequent changes to your living situation / arrangements, moving
between different homes or environments.

You are often distracted or disengaged in class due to personal or family related
stress.

You find it difficult to get to school on time due to transport issues or difficulty
rising on time.

You hate group work or having to present to your peers

You want to do an apprenticeship when you leave and don’t feel school prepares
you for this area of work

You feel you don’t have the necessary communication and language skills to
access and participate in class discussions and activities.



Reflection:

After the activity, lead a discussion about the experience. What did they notice about
where they ended up compared to others? How does this relate to equity in education?

Debrief Questions for Reflection:

What did you notice about how far you were able to walk compared to others?
How did you feel when you couldn’t take a step forward?

How do these barriers affect the students in our classrooms?

How do we as teachers capture their response/feelings/sentiment of our students in
our classrooms to these constraints/barriers?



