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Focus of the webinar 

• To explore ways of developing students’ analytical and critical 

thinking skills when working with a broad range of historical 

documents

• Supporting students to develop an understanding of the historical 

context of the case study and the wider themes and issues of the 

period through their engagement with a variety of historical sources



Developing Critical Thinking

Leaving Certificate History Syllabus, p. 2

The study and writing of history is no more static than 

life itself. New evidence and new insights can lead to 

revision of the historical record and to a deepening of 

our historical understanding. This gives history a unique 

potential to develop the student's skills of critical 

thinking. Living within a changing world, the student of 

history will learn that his/her own judgements 

concerning the nature of historical events should be 

subjected to the most searching analysis and criticism.



The Documents-Based Study

The study of one of the topics will involve 

the structured use of historical documents. 

This will allow the student to develop 

expertise in the evaluation of evidence and 

the capacity to make reasoned judgements.

Leaving Certificate History Syllabus, p. 2



Context



140th Anniversary of the GAA 

The study of human experience in the past, 

its particularity and its variety, is 

indispensable to a student’s developing 

understanding of the human condition and 

human motivation. In encountering, through 

the study of evidence, the past experiences 

of his/her own community, the student gains 

valuable insights into the roots of his/her 

own identity and inherited traditions.

Leaving Certificate History Syllabus, p. 2
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Key Personalities

Micheal Cusack 

Maurice Davin Micheal Davitt

Archbishop Thomas Croke

Frank B. Dineen

Charles Stewart Parnell 



Obituaries 



Supports for Students

How familiar are your 

students with the 

personalities, symbols 

and key terminology 

present in the GAA to 

1891 case study?



Timeline of Events



What Type of Sources do Your 
Students Engage With? 

Audio, film and 

documentaries 

Photographs, images and maps Newspapers, diaries 

and reports



Irish cricket team of 1858

https://phoenixcricketclub.com/club-history/

Prompting Enquiry
How might photographs such as these inform students’ understanding of the background 

to the formation of the GAA?

Irish rugby team of 1875

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Ireland_nation

al_rugby_union_team#/media/File:Ireland-First-Team-

1875.jpg



Investigate your local GAA club

The Rise Of The Gaelic Athletic Association
By Michael Cusack

Published in The Shan Van Vocht, August 2, 1897.
MO H-SEAN BHEAN BHOCHT DHILISH.

• What is the history of your student's local club?

• When was it founded?

• Who was it named after?

https://www.gaapitchfinder.com/



The Rise of English Team Games

Rugby

Cricket

What, then is all the fuss about “Rugby football?” Football had 

been in existence for many years, and has of late become 

enormously popular. Has it really grown more dangerous? 

Certainly, it is now more played, and there has been more 

accidents – just no the rinking craze, with its tumbles called 

attention to danger of skating in general. 

Letter to Editor in Belfast Newsletter, 15 February 1884, page 3

“The development of progress of cricket in Ireland has been of 

such rapid growth during the last few years, and the game has 

now assumed a position of so much national importance, that no 

“Cricketers Companion” could fairly lay claim to the title, which did 

not devote a fair quota of its pages to place on record the doings 
of the Irish clubs”
Extract from "John Lillywhite's Cricketers Companion for the Present Year" published in 
Freemans Journal 30 March 1865

How might documents such as these 

develop students’ understanding of the 

background of this case study?

What other types of sources would be 

of use when exploring the background 

of this and other case studies?



Student Led Enquiry 

• Formulating questions and 

students understanding

• Exploration and analysing of 

sources

• Drawing conclusions 



The Challenge of Finding 
Appropriate Sources

Newspapers, diaries 

and reports

Off the Ball – Paul Rouse discusses obtaining information about the GAA 

from Newspapers for his book, The Hurlers

A person sitting at a table with a microphone and a glass
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https://youtu.be/xk2Ac7A_g6Q


Comprehension

https://cartlann.org/authors/michael-cusack/How do you support your students’ responses to 
comprehension questions?



Reading with Purpose 

‘Carefully framed questions can arouse 
the curiosity of students and focus 
attention on matters of key importance.’

Leaving Certificate Guidelines for Teachers, p. 37 



Reading with Purpose 

Letter from Archbishop Croke to the founding 

board of the GAA. Published in The Freeman’s 

Journal on the 24th December 1884

What is my enquiry question 

• To what extent did the Catholic Church have influence 

over the GAA?

What do I want to know? 

• Why according to Archbishop Croke were English 

influences having a negative effect on Irish culture and 

identity?

What sources would best provide the evidence to support 

my enquiry?

• Other correspondences from Archbishop Croke and 

members of the Catholic Church. Newspaper articles 

from the time

Key words I came across that I need to research further

• tip-in-the-hat, top-pegging, national celebrations, snap-

apple night, broadcloths, England’s bloody red



Comparison

GAA Hurling Rules 1888 

Letter to Editor in Belfast Newsletter, 

15 February 1884, page 3



Evaluating the Credibility of a Source

Letter from Michael Cusack to Maurice Davin 

suggesting the first meeting of the GAA – 26th 

August 1884

https://gaelicart.ie/product/gaa-founders/

Lateral reading is 

searching for information 

about a source as you are 

reading it. 



An Example of Lateral Reading

Letter from Michael Cusack to Maurice Davin suggesting the first 

meeting of the GAA – 26th August 1884

Dear Mr. Davin, The Irish Association with its members must be formed before 

the end of this year. The Association could organize the whole country within 

the year 1885. We could then safely hold the projected national gathering in 

1886. The business must be worked from Munster. Suppose we held a meeting 

of delegates in some central place in Tipperary on the 1st of November next. 

Don’t bother your head about Dublin. The place couldn’t well be worse than it is. 

We’ll have to look to the provinces for men. Dublin will have to fall in or keep up 

the connection with England. I have written to Cork this day telling them that 

you have responded most heartily. I am sure Mr. Stack of Listowel will look after 

North Kerry. Although I am not a member of the National League, I think I am 

not without influence with several of its leading members. The national press 

will give me room for signs when I am ready. The shamrock is also at my 

disposal. I hope to see it enlarged in about a month and then the education of 

the people could start in earnest. The paragraphs on athletics in ‘United Ireland’ 

are exploding like shells in the enemy’s ranks. Of course, they know it is my 

doing and their paper is not likely to hang fire soon. I have found it to be utterly 

hopeless to revive our national pastimes without the assistance of the leaders 

of the people and I have not hesitated to urge my claim with a persistence that 

brooks no refusal. After a protracted struggle I won all round. Our business now 

is to work together caring for none but the Irish people and quietly shoving 

aside all who would denationalise these people. I’ll write to you again when 

business is a little further advanced. With many thanks. I am yours faithfully.     

Michael Cusack 

Mr Davin – Co founder and first president of 

the GAA

Micheal Cusack – Founder of the Gaelic 

Athletic Association 

Irish Association – The Gaelic Athletic 

Association

National League- Irish National League 

political party founded by Parnell 

National Pastimes – Irish sports e.g. hurling 

and Gaelic football

National press – Nationalist newspaper

Shamrock – Irish literary newspaper 

United Ireland – William O’Brien's Irish 

Nationalist newspaper 



Criticism

How do you support your students’ 
critique of documents?

How might this support be used to 
develop students’ critique of 
documents?



Supports for Analysing and 
Comparing Sources



Evaluating visual sources

What can a cartoon such as this 

tell us about the issues of the time?

“When Gael Meets Gael” The Union, 10th December 1887



Cartoon/Image Analysis

The cartoon references the annual convention 

of the Gaelic Athletic Association at Thurles, 

Co. Tipperary where on 9 November, 1887, 

where “a split occurred between "Fenians" and 

"priests". (National Library of Ireland) The 

image is an unflattering depiction of two 

sportsmen attacking each other. The cartoon is 

similar to other unflattering portrayals of the 

Irish during this period and suggests that the 

Irish are unfit for Home Rule.



Working with Audio Sources



Working with Documentary and 
Interview Clips

Extract from the Wednesday Report, RTÉ 1970

A group of people posing for a photo
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https://youtu.be/abVRvvk7HOo


Working with Statistics

What strategies do you use to 

support students' engagement 

with numerical data?

How might these sources 

support students’ 

understanding of the topic?



Tipperary Star, Saturday, December 17th, 1983 

Cultural References

Have you used any 

particular song or poem 

with your students when 

studying the GAA? 



Contextualisation

What Contributed to the Decline of 

the GAA in the early 1890s?



What Contributed to the Decline of the 
GAA in the early 1890s?

What can we learn from 
these sources about the 
nature and the reasons for 
the decline of the GAA in 
the 1890s?

Kerry Sentinel, November 1st 1890 Letter to the Editor of the 

Nationalist published in 

Nationalist and Leinster Times 

on 3rd August 1889

Kerry Sentinel, January 13th 1894Nation, March 21st 1891



Documents-based Questions



Documents-based Questions 
Group Activity

https://nyirishhistory.us/article/the-new-

york-gaa-origins-to-golden-jubile/

Atlas of the Irish Revolution Parnell and Sport, p103  WF Mandle National Archives (S.P.O. CBS 2701/S)



Finding Sources 



Padlet for Sharing Further Supports



Further Supports



Further Supports
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