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Important Information 

The Child Protection Procedures for Schools 2025 

and the accompanying Circular 0041/2025 should be 

the primary source of information for school 

personnel on matters relating to child protection.  

The content of this Professional Learning Event and 

Professional Learning Booklet is not intended to 

replace the need to fully engage with the Child 

Protection Procedures for Schools 2025. 

Child Protection Procedures can be found here. 

Our Current Practice 

Discuss and record what child safeguarding and child protection look like in your 
school. 

What are you doing well? 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/policy-information/child-protection-procedures-in-schools/#child-protection-procedures-2025-and-supports-for-schools
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/policy-information/child-protection-procedures-in-schools/#child-protection-procedures-2025-and-supports-for-schools
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Types of Child Abuse  

Read through the scenarios and use Sections 2.2.1 – 2.2.4 to: 

1. Identify the predominant type of abuse evident. 

2. Identify the relevant examples of abuse. 

 

Scenario  Scenario 

  

Scenario Scenario 
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Types of Child Abuse: Neglect  
(CPP for Schools 2025 pg. 17-18) 
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Types of Child Abuse: Emotional Abuse  
(CPP for Schools 2025 pg. 18-19) 
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Types of Child Abuse: Physical Abuse  
(CPP for Schools 2025 pg. 19-20) 
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Types of Child Abuse: Sexual Abuse  
(CPP for Schools 2025 pg. 20-21) 
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Types of Child Abuse: Sexual Abuse 
(CPP for Schools 2025 pg. 20-21) 

Dealing with Disclosures 

Although there will always be barriers to children talking about the complex issue of 
child abuse, teachers can create conditions which support children in making 
disclosures. (Nohilly & Treacy, 2024) 

Discuss and record: 

Barriers that prevent students 

from disclosing abuse 

Conditions that support 

students in disclosing abuse 
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Dealing with Disclosures 

(CPP for Schools 2025 pg. 27-28) 
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Dealing with Disclosures  

(CPP for Schools 2025 pg. 27-28) 
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Reporting of Concerns 

Key Steps  
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Child Safeguarding Activity 

What safeguarding practices are happening in your school under each of the four 

key areas of wellbeing?  

Culture Curriculum 

Policy and Planning Relationships 
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Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessment  

Please note: The examples provided below are to assist schools in undertaking their risk 

assessment under the Children First Act, 2015. Schools should note that this list of examples 

is not intended to be exhaustive, and that the inclusion of an example of a policy or procedure 

on these lists does not make it mandatory.  

It is the responsibility of each school to ensure, as far as possible, that any other risks and 

procedures that are relevant to its own particular circumstances are identified and specified in 

the written risk assessment and that adequate procedures are in place to address all risks 

identified. 

 

Examples of Risk Assessment  

Child Protection Safeguarding Booklet (pg. 11-16) 
 

List of School 
Activities 

Risks Identified Against  
Each School Activity 

Measures in Place  
to Mitigate Risk 

Administration 
of Medicine 

Risk of child being harmed by a 
member of school personnel. 

 

The school has in place a policy and 
procedures for the administration of 
medication to pupils.  

The school has in place a policy and 
procedures for the administration of First 
Aid.   

Curricular 
provision in 
respect of 
SPHE, RSE, 
Stay Safe 

Risk of harm due to bullying of a child.   

Risk of harm due to racism. 

Risk of child being harmed in the 
school by another child. 

Risk of harm due to children not being 
provided with the opportunity to 
develop self-protection skills. 

Risk of harm due to inappropriate 
relationship/communications between a 
child and another child or adult. 

 

The school implements in full the Social, 
Personal, and Health Education 
(SPHE)curriculum. 

The school implements in full the 
Wellbeing Programme at Junior 
Cycle. 
 
School authorities have a code of  
Behaviour and an anti-bullying 
policy in place in accordance with 
the department’s “Bí Cineálta” 
procedures to prevent and address 
bullying in schools and as outlined 
in Circular 55/2024. 

The school undertakes anti-racism 
awareness initiatives and inclusion 
initiatives e.g. Roma and Traveller 
culture. 

 

https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/Child_Protection_Safeguarding_Booklet.pdf
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Activity 

1. Read the worked examples in the Risk Assessment on page 13.
2. From the perspective of your own personal role within the school (mainstream

class teacher, special class teacher, SET, SNA, secretary, bus escort,
caretaker, etc), consider some typical school activities outlined.

3. Identify the specific risks against each school activity.
4. List which measures and procedures are/will be put in place to mitigate the

risks.

List of School 

Activities 

Risks Identified Against 

Each School Activity 

Measures in Place 

to Mitigate Risk 

Use of digital 
technologies by 
students and 
staff in school, 
including internet 
access and use 
of social media.  

School Outings 

Visitors present 
in school during 
school hours 
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Student Friendly Child Safeguarding (Post Primary). CSS 4(a) 

Review the sample Student Friendly Child Safeguarding Statement. 

 

In your day-to-day role, what steps could you take to ensure that the key messages of 

the Student Friendly Child Safeguarding Statement are known and understood by all 

children?   e.g.  classroom discussions, involving the student council, discussion of 

trusted adults in the school, and pointing out where the CSS is displayed at pupil eye 

level in the school. 
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Useful Supports 

      

Useful Websites 

 

 

Key Learning Reflection  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.gov.ie/childprotectionschools 

www.tusla.ie 

www.oide.ie  

 

General queries: childprotection@education.gov.ie 
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Reflection 

As you progress through the day capture your thoughts below 

Things that I have learned 

Actions I will take 

Questions I have 
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