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Role of the teacher

The teacher has an important role to play in supporting and supervising student work on the Business
Alive Investigative Study. Teaching and learning related to the additional assessment component should
be integrated into ongoing classroom practice to maximise opportunities for students to achieve the
learning outcomes of  the specification and support the development of  key competencies.

The release of  the common brief  by the SEC in term two of  year one allows teachers to signpost the
requirements and content of  the brief  from an early stage of  learning in the subject. It will also facilitate
teachers in planning for the integration of  the AAC, as appropriate, into the natural flow of  teaching and
learning in the classroom.

clarifying the requirements of  the Business Alive Investigative Study brief
helping students to understand how the brief  issued by the State Examinations Commission for the
Business Alive Investigative Study links to the Leaving Certificate Business specification
identifying any particular areas of  the specification that students may need to engage with in order to
undertake the AAC
ensuring students are aware of  the descriptors of  quality associated with the AAC
offering prompt questions, such as those supplied on pages 16-19 to stimulate and support
students’ planning and critical thinking throughout the process
encouraging students to focus on the requirements of  the brief  and to relate their work to the
learning outcomes in the specification
guiding students in the continued development of  their research skills
helping students to appreciate the importance of  good referencing practices and the necessity to
avoid any form of  plagiarism
facilitating access to appropriate resources
providing appropriate access arrangements for students with additional learning needs, in
accordance with the State Examinations Commission provision of  reasonable accommodations
making students aware that they must comply with any relevant mandatory regulations or
requirements such as those relating to health and safety, General Data Protection Regulations
(GDPR), accessing public or private property etc.
using feedback appropriately to promote a reflective approach to work on the AAC
providing instructions at strategic intervals to facilitate the timely completion of  the AAC
drawing students’ attention to any requirements in relation to the submission of  the AAC specified in
the brief
promoting opportunities afforded by the AAC to develop Senior Cycle key competencies.

In order to facilitate the authentication process, teachers should engage regularly with students’ work on
the AAC. Teachers should be aware that only work which is the student’s own can be submitted for
assessment to the State Examinations Commission and that each student must submit their work on an
individual basis. Where more than one student within a class is working on a similar AAC, it is important
that each student takes an individualised approach to work. The feedback provided to students should
be general and nondirective in nature. Teachers should not provide any excessive or inappropriate
support to students, such as editing draft work or providing model text or answers to be used in the
students’ evidence of  learning.

NCCA (2025), Guidelines to support the completion of  the Business Alive Investigative Study, p. 14-15
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Clarity 
Do students understand what is
expected? 
Is the purpose of the AAC clearly
explained? 
Are success criteria transparent? 
Do students understand the boundaries of
teacher support? 

Predictability 
Is there regular structured engagement? 
Are timelines and check-ins visible? 
Is feedback provided at strategic
intervals? 
Are expectations consistent across
subjects?

 

Balance 
Are students overwhelmed by competing
demands? 
Is the level of scaffolding appropriate, ie.
not too much, not too little? 
Are teachers protecting boundaries near
submission?
How is class time being used? 

 

Voice 
Do students feel able to ask questions? 
Are they encouraged to explain and
justify decisions? 
Is reflection built into the process? 
Do they experience ownership of the
work? 
Are they asked about the experience?
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Activity
In small groups, consider the role of the teacher in AACs. For each of the four lenses,

discuss how teacher practice can enhance the student experience 
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Activity
Think-Pair-Share 

What protocols / common practices are needed? 

How will these be communicated to students and parents? 



Where are AAC-type assessments already
happening in our school?

What existing systems support
authentication of project work?

Does the school’s Assessment Policy
address AAC processes? 
Is authentication referenced?

What whole-school clarity and support
might be needed for:

Referencing
AI use
Feedback
Other

What might students and parents need to
understand about AACs?
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Whole School AAC considerations
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