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School Directed Sequence —
Our Context
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Rationale

On average how many guestions do you
think a teacher asks in a normal 40-minute
class period?
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Rationale

On average how many questions do you
think a teacher asks in a normal 40 minute _
class period?

» That Iis approximately one question every 72 seconds

» Who answers these questions?
» Do we ask too many guestions?

» |Is this an effective use of questioning?
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NCCA "Effective Questioning” Toolkit

"In the discussion teachers can learn something about
where the pupils are coming from....what ideas they
already have and build on them.....rather than start
with something that doesn’t connect with

their thinking."

EFFECTIVE
QUESTIONING

"Effective Questioning allows space for discussion in

the classroom, it is not about the right answer."
(NCCA, 2015, p. 3)
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Effective Questioning-
Designing a classroom environment

Children must be
facilitated to express
their view

Dealing with incorrect
answers productively

THE RIGHT TO
EXPRESS VIEWS

ARTICLE

12
THE RIGHT TO HAVE VIEWS
GIVEN DUE WEIGHT .
: The view must be
The view must be :
o listened to by those

acted upon, as
appropriate.

with decision-making
power.

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, 2021
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NCCA Effective Questioning

-t

EFFECTIVE o
QUESTIONING Ko
Open the NCCA Effective Questioning Booklet by clicking on the image above. p 27
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Paul Black — Effective Questioning 'Oide

Activity 1
How are we doing?

Reflect on how you use questions in your classroom using the table below

Traffic light your responses to the Klway Sometimes Never
questions below using this code: . .O .

I think about the questions | am going to ask in class and
plan one or two really good questions per lesson

I ask questions that challenge and engage the students

Before teaching a new topic | use questions to assess the
students’ prior knowledge and understanding

I ask questions that force students to use existing knowledge
or understanding to create new understanding,

I ask questions to encourage creative and critical thinking.
I try 1o avoid asking too many closed questions.

1 allow time for thinking after 2 question is asked in lass.

7 | oide ==

Take a few minutes to share your reflections with a colleague. Whole-School Plannin
and Self-Evalu

Reflect on how you use questions in your classroom by completing the activity on p.5 of
the Effective Questioning Booklet. Discuss with colleagues.
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Seven Steps of Effective Questioning (7 | oide

Consider the
purpose of

your
guestions

Avoid

Ask Fewer
Questions

shotgun
guestioning

@)
‘ ® Neea
Plan your /q. Allow

questions .‘ d ‘wait time’
' -
Create a

climate ‘ Use the
EFFECTIVE . -
where QUESTIONING ‘ no hands

qguestioning is rule
encouraged
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Examples of Activities, Discussion
Prompts and Reflection in Workbook

Activity 2

Making questioning more effective

When planning effective questioning it helps to focus on why you are asking the question in the first place. The chart
below shows some of the many purposes for asking questions in a classroom.

Purpose of question

Examples

To prompt students to reflect

on their conceptual
understanding

To ask a student to clarify a
vague comment

To prompt students to
explore attitudes, values,
feelings

To prompt students to see a

To prompt students to
respond to one another

To extend and deepen
students thinking

To ask students to predict
possible outcomes

To prompt students to
connect and organise
information

To ask students to apply a
principle or formula

To ask students to illustrate
a concept with an example

What is the most important idea from today’s discussion?
Can you explain this concept in your own words?

Replace ‘Do you understand? with 'Give me an example so | know you
understand.’

Could you say a bit more on that point?
Can explain a little more?

What are the values or beliefs that inform this argument?
What has influenced how you feel/what you believe about this topic?

How do you think that this issue might be viewed by those with whom you
disagree?

Imagine how this might apply to another situation or problem?

How do you know that?

What has led you to that conclusion?

Where is the evidence? Is it reliable?

What do you think about the idea just presented by your classmate?
Do you agree or do you see the issue differently? Explain.

What are the assumptions that informed your thinking?
What/who influenced your thinking?

What might happen if.

What are some possible consequences of...7

What would be the result if a different set of assumptions were used to set
up this experiment?

How does this shed light on the concept we studied last week?

Can you develop a graph or table that organises this information in a helpful
way?

How does this principle apply to this situation?

Who can suggest how we might use this new formula to solve the problem
we examined earlier?

Can you think of an example of this, drawn from your experience?
Can you point to a specific part of the novel that shows this theme?
Can you identify a painting or design that exemplifies that idea?

You may like to work in your subject groups for this activity.

Firstly, decide on a purpose for your question, then create an effective question. Finally discuss the type of
learning the question will promote in a classroom. You may find the witness statement cards 1-3 useful as they
provide examples from other teachers working to improve their classroom questioning,

Activity 3

Using Bloom'’s Taxonomy to support questioning

Consider how you could ute and adapt these question stems to help you vary the types of questions you ask in class.

1
Knowledge

Identification

Synthesis

ning ideas to form
2 new whole

6

evaluation

Critical Thinking Skills

et abel ame state

10l in the blank locate rocal ™

-t match et wdatins

destdy e

Whe, ? Hom, r
Wha, ? Describe, ]
Whars, 7 Whatis, ?
L T —

Commrt " terpeet estate e

e paraphease wtall in your Owe wonds  trace

wsian ot o rder rowsite tandate

Re-tell - your own words.
Whatkthemunbdaol 7

P Semomatsate

How s
How is
Wy is . significant?

andyse contrast
categorize datute
caify doduct
compure determine the factors
Whit are the parts o features of ?
Classfy ____ accoeding to,

change find 2 uncssid wary
formubate

compose Bomrate
comstruct et
crate crginse
desgn .

What would you predict /infer from, ?

What ideas can you add to
How would you craste/desgn a s

What differences enst betmeen, ?
Can you wite & beief outlion?

e 30 examle o
Ao wive
make State 3 rude oo princigle
oparate we

Do you know of ancther instance whess ___7
Could this have happaned in_________7

dagram examine
dfferentate infer
desect spechy
detimguih

How does __ compare/contrast with__7
What evidence can you presant for, ?

predct rovse
roduce sz
rearrangs wiadae
recoratruct e
rocegansse

What solutions woukd you suggest fer ?
What might happen ¥ you

comtraad w7
Jodge rate

Justly sabect

rank vake

Prontse xccedng to, ?

How would you decde sbout 7
Whit Criteria would you wse 10 asess, ?

For more ideas on how to lnk Bloom's taxcnomy to classroom questioning and assessment approaches go 1o

Activity 4
Encouraging students to become better
questioners
Warren &wwmmmnmmm-m memdm-a,
to create conducive to He offers some on how to ge in
the classroom and hopefully, beyond it CMMMMIMMaMaamcoddaddmm
your subject

One idea. Other ideas.
Make it safe Organise tasks dedicated entirely to

Asking 3 question can be 3 scary
teachers must somehow “flip the
scrpt” by creating an emvronment
where questioning becomes 3
strength; where it & welcomed and
desired

Model the process

Make it fun

Introduce 3 ‘game’ element into
questionng

Make it rewarding

We must praise and celebrate the
questions that are asked and not
only the on-target, penetrating ones,
but akso the more expansive.
semetimes offbeat ones.

Make it stick

Make questoning 3 habet so that
students see it 35 3 vital part of the
way one thinks and leams.

redt Adeted from 311

formulating questions (no answers alowed!)
with clear rules and guidelines to ensure that
students’ questions aren't judged or edited.
and that all questions are written down and
respected. For example, in small groups invite
students to come up with 10 great questicns
about 2 topic during 3 10-minute span.

Let the students hear you as you formulate
3nd work through questions out loud thus
making explicit your thought processes. Foe
example, 3 teacher might say ‘Let’s think this
through together” or “I'm wondering what
#._"or "Who was the best leader?_. I'm
thinking | need to be clear what | mean by
"best” before | can find an answer’

Here are some ways of injecting an element of
play in questioning

Can you tumn that answer/statement into 2
question? Can you open your closed
questions, and close your cpen ones?

Play 20 questions.
Create 3 space in the classroom where

students’ great questions are desplayed. Or
have 2 question of the day/week

Include 3 metacognitive stage in question.
training exercises wherein students can reflect
on how they've used questioning and
artculate what they've learned about it
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Effective Questioning Group Activities

Consider how to encourage more questioning in the classroom using pp. 9-10 to guide
your discussion.

Identify and share strategies which would support effective questioning in your
classroom. Are questions supporting and challenging all learners?

\

Review three of the Strategies towards the back of the booklet; identify two things you
could do differently to support effective questioning in the classroom.

You may wish to use the Witness Statements and Discussion Cards on pp. 14-19 to
support your discussion.
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SMART Action Plan Oide

/‘

N N

a I

Try and make Establish a Work towards a Be honest Having a
your goal as criteria to goal that is about what you timeline will
precise and measure your || challenging but and your help you stay

defined as progress. achievable. subject accountable to
possible. department are your goals.
N PAS oS A GlEEEen A y,

Identify one method you could explore as a subject department, to create an
atmosphere to support effective questioning using the SMART planning model.
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https://registration.oide.ie/feedback

Questions?

Mile builochas
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