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On average how many questions do you 

think a teacher asks in a normal 40 minute 

class period?

Rationale

➢ That is approximately one question every 72 seconds

➢ Who answers these questions?

➢ Do we ask too many questions?

➢ Is this an effective use of questioning?



NCCA "Effective Questioning" Toolkit

"In the discussion teachers can learn something about 

where the pupils are coming from….what ideas they 

already have and build on them…..rather than start 

with something that doesn’t connect with 

their thinking."

"Effective Questioning allows space for discussion in 

the classroom, it is not about the right answer."

(NCCA, 2015, p. 3)



Effective Questioning-
Designing a classroom environment

Children must be 

facilitated to express 

their view

The view must be 

listened to by those 

with decision-making 

power.

The view must be 

acted upon, as 

appropriate.

Dealing with incorrect 

answers productively

Source: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, 2021



NCCA Effective Questioning

p. 27 



Paul Black – Effective Questioning

p. 27 



Seven Steps of Effective Questioning 



Examples of Activities, Discussion 
Prompts and Reflection in Workbook



Effective Questioning Group Activities



SMART Action Plan

p. 29 



Feedback

https://registration.oide.ie/feedback

https://registration.oide.ie/feedback


Questions?

Míle buíochas

info@oide.ie www.oide.ie @oide_Ireland
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