
Leading the implementation of 
L1LPs & L2LPs in mainstream 

settings​ 2023



What will our learning experiences be about?

Learning intentions

• You can talk about the who, what, why, where, 
when, how of the L1LPs &L2LPs

• You can identify where you are in the 
implementation stage and know what could be 
done to move the school on in this journey

• You decide on your whole-school approach 
(key messages, means of sharing information, 
mode of internal collaborative practice, time 
for professional development)

Success criteria

• Further our understanding of 

the L1LPs &L2LPs

• Identify the required steps 

for the successful 

implementation of the 

L1LPs &L2LPs

• Develop means of delivering 

this information to the wider 

school community



Please respect everyone's right 

to privacy

No discussing individual 

students
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The Junior Cycle Framework



Key 
Documents

Guidelines for Post-

Primary Schools

Supporting Students 

with Special 

Educational Needs in 

Mainstream Schools

Circular 0028/2023

Arrangements for 

Implementation of the 

Framework for Junior 

Cycle 2023/24

L2LPs 

Guidelines Continuum of Support Guidelines 

and Resource Pack

Circular 14/2017 

Special Education 

Teaching Allocation

L1LPs 

Guidelines



National Framework of Qualifications

L1LPs 

broadly 

aligned to 

Level 1

L2LPs 

broadly aligned 

to Level 2

Junior Cycle 

Subject 

Specifications 

broadly aligned 

to Level 3 

Leaving Certificate 

broadly aligned to 

Level 4(LCA) and

Level 5 Leaving Cert



Broad Alignment to NFQ Indicators

Level 1

• Practical

• Basic

• Predictable

• Designed

• Supported

• Sequential

Level 2

• Narrow

• Concrete

• Routine

• Limited 

• Under direction

• Structured

• Supervised

Level 3

• Moderately broad

• Mainly concrete

• Application

• Limited autonomy

• Function with 

familiar

• Learn to learn

Level 4

• Broad

• Abstract

• Theoretical

• Familiar and 

unfamiliar

• Responsible

Level 5

• Broad

• Theoretical

• Evaluate

• Varied contexts

• Independence

• Initiative

• Responsibility



Senior Cycle Progression

• Collaborative process  with 
parents, students, guidance

• Broad and balanced 
Curriculum

• Collaborative plan to support 
student transition out of 
school

Identified 
Individual 
Student’s 

Strengths & 
Needs

Transition 
Year

L1LPs 

Building on 
JC

New 
Portfolio

L2LPs 

Building on 
JC

New 
Portfolio

LCAQQI

Senior 
Cycle 

Subjects

LCVP



Senior Cycle Reporting 

State Certified

• Leaving Certificate Examinations

• Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme 

• Leaving Certificate Applied

• QQI 

School Designed Reporting

• L1LPs

• L2LPs

• Elements of Senior Cycle Subjects

• School Designed Modules 





A problem- solving 
process...

We start by identifying 
concerns, we gather 
information, we put 

together a plan and we 
review it.

(SSF p. 1)

Review Student Support File

Student Support File



Who are the L1LPs & L2LPs for 

Who are the L1LPs for?

Low Moderate General 

Learning Disability

Severe or Profound General 

Learning Disability

Who are the L2LPs for?

Low Mild General Learning 

Disability

High Moderate General 

Learning Disability

Students with the below listed strengths and needs 
may require support, but that support is not 

necessarily met through the L2LPs

Physical Disability

Hearing Impairment/Visual Impairment

Emotional behavioural Difficulties (EBD)

Autism

Specific Speech and Language Challenges

Pupils with SEN Arising from an Assessed Syndrome

Multiple Disability

Specific Learning Disability

Dyslexia

Dyscalculia

Dyspraxia etc.

Identify



Target group of 

students for 

whom the L2LPs 

was created

Identify



Who are the L1LPs and L2LPs designed for?

Mild GLD: IQ range: 50-69

Moderate GLD

IQ range: 35 – 49

Identify



A robust collaborative identification process: 
Documentation
➢ Psychological report – stating GLD (if available)

➢ Student’s strengths and needs as identified through the Continuum of Support (COS).

➢ Education Passports from students’ primary school that highlights access to 

resource/significant support and/or consistent STEN scores of 1 or 2

➢ Internal assessment results – CAT 5 Score

➢ Further Screening e.g. WRAT 5, WIAT 3, PPAD-E, NGRT

➢ A student's placement on Continuum of Support – at School Support Plus/Support For a Few

Parents must provide an informed consent to their child following the L2LPs

Best practice 

advice is that 

we are not 

dependent on 

one particular 

evidence 

requirement

Identify



➢ Student voice and Parental consultation

➢ SEN team and school management

➢ Subject teacher’s observations and interventions

➢Multi-disciplinary observations, discussions and support from (but not exclusive of) NEPs, SENO, 
NCSE, Visiting Teachers, OT, SLT, Guidance counsellor, and subject teachers

Who can inform the decision for a student to 

follow an L1LP or L2LP?

Identify

Parents must provide an informed consent to their child following the L2LPs



Case Study 1 – Meet Tara

• 2nd year girl with Down syndrome.

• Special class setting- GLD (Low Moderate)

• Sociable

• Mainstream

• Small resource groups

• Personal learning targets re elements of PLUs of 

L1LP formed from student support plans, 

strengths, likes and motivations.

Level 1 Learning Programme Guidelines, NCCA, 2018, pg 79-99

Identify



Case Study 2 – Meet Paul

• 1st year with Williams Syndrome

• High Moderate GLD

• Reduced curriculum and has access to SNA

• Engages in L2LP through a variety of Level 3 subjects

• Resource classes in Numeracy and Literacy

• Receives additional one to one supports to address need

• Majority with mainstream peers

Level 2 Learning Programme Guidelines, NCCA, 2019, pg. 45-57

Identify



In your unique 

school context

Who are you thinking 

about for L2LPs or 

L1LPs?

Where are 

these 

students in 

your school?

Identify



Other areas of learning

Programme of Wellbeing
Short Courses

Individual or small 
group interventions

Collaborative approach 
to co-curricular teaching 

Over 3 years

PLUs/Subjects

Team teaching

Individualised Junior Cycle Programme 
over 3 years

Identified 

Individual 

Strengths& 

Needs

Individualised Learning Plan



It is crucial that students access the curriculum 
at a level that is appropriate to their needs and 
they are challenged to reach their full potential.

When a student engages with the L2LPs, this 
their core curriculum. 

For some students recognition of learning in a 
small number of subjects at Level 3 is also 

accessible.



L1LP’s: What might a student engage with?

6 Priority 

Learning 

Units 

(PLUs)

2 Short 

Courses:

Levels 1 or 

2

A 

Programme 

of 

Wellbeing

Individual 

Learning 

Targets

Other Areas 

of Learning

Underpinned by the individual student’s strengths and 

needs as identified in the Student Support File

Individualised Learning Plan



L1LPs  PLUs

Communication, 

language and literacy

Numeracy

Physical Education

Personal care & wellbeing

The arts

Being in the community

Over 3 years

250 hrs = Per PLU

40 mins = 4 classes per PLU per week

60 mins = 3 classes per PLU per week

Individualised Learning Plan



This Progression Pathways is used for students 

engaging with L1LPs

Individualised Learning Plan



L2LP’s: What might a student engage with?

5 Priority 

Learning 

Units 

(PLUs)

2 Short

Courses:

Levels 1, 

2 or 3

Level 3

Subjects

Level 3

Subject

CBAs

A 

Programme 

of 

Wellbeing

Individual 

Learning 

Targets

Other 

Areas of 

Learning

Underpinned by the individual student’s strengths and 

needs as identified in the Student Support File

Individualised Learning Plan



L2LPs  PLUs

Personal Care

Living in the

Community

Numeracy

Preparing for Work

Communication,

and Literacy

Through as many mainstream subjects as 

possible to create a broad and balanced 

curriculum and inclusive learning experience. 

Assessed at level 1/level 2 in the same 

learning environment as their peers where 

possible

Over 3 years

250 hrs = Per PLU

40 mins = 4 classes per PLU per week

60 mins = 3 classes per PLU per week

Individualised Learning Plan



Each PLU has different Elements, which 

have a number of Learning Outcomes

L1LPs 

PLU

Learning 

Outcomes

Element

Learning 

Outcomes

Learning 

Outcomes

Element

L2LPs 

PLU

Individualised Learning Plan



Tara’s Individual Learning Programme

Individualised Learning Plan



Paul’s Individual Learning Programme

Individualised Learning Plan



Individual Junior Cycle Programmes

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Around the World in 80 days Level 1

Grow it, Cook it, Eat it Level 2

History Level 2

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Enterprise in Animation Level 2

Digital Media Literacy Level 2

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Physical Education Level 3

SPHE Level 3

Subjects

Art, Craft and Design

English

Individualised Learning Plan



Timetabling advice

Timetable



Where can learning take place?

Mainstream 

Subject Lessons

Special Class 

settings

Support 

Lessons

Wider School 

Community

Home and the 

wider community

Timetable



Tara’s 
Timetable Subject classroom 

covering PLUs 

with support

Special Class: 

1:1/Small Group = 

subjects and/or PLUs 

and Short Courses 

Timetable



Paul’s 
Timetable

Subject classroom 

covering PLUs with 

support

Resource:1:1 

Subjects, PLUs, 

Short Course 

Resource: small 

group Literacy

support

Resource: small 

group Numeracy 

support

Timetable



Short Courses Level 1 & Level 2

Minimum of 100 hours timetabled engagement



School-developed

Level 2 Short Courses

NCCA Scoping 

Document

School Developed short courses can be found 

on Scoilnet.

Short course specifications can be found  on 

JCT website and curriculum online website.



Assessment of Short Courses

Students complete a Classroom Based 

Assessment (CBA) which is assessed 

using Features of Quality.

The JCPA will use the descriptor 

‘Achieved’ (L2) and ‘Progress 

Achieved/Successfully Completed’ 

(L1) to reflect on the Short Courses that 

have met the Features of 

Quality/benefited from access to LOs



Short Courses Level 1 & Level 2
Timetable

Minimum of 100 hours timetabled engagement



School-developed

Level 2 Short Courses

School Developed short courses can be found 

on Scoilnet.

Short course specifications can be found  on 

JCT website and curriculum online website.

Timetable

NCCA Scoping 

Document



Assessment of Short Courses

Students complete a Classroom Based 

Assessment (CBA) which is assessed 

using Features of Quality.

The JCPA will use the descriptor 

‘Achieved’ (L2) and ‘Progress 

Achieved/Successfully Completed’ 

(L1) to reflect on the Short Courses that 

have met the Features of 

Quality/benefited from access to LOs

Timetable



Who's responsible?

Identify Targets



Linking to Subjects

ENGAGING with PLUs

Highlight learning outcomes 

from PLUs that can be covered 

in your subject classroom space

Identify Targets



Subject Department Planning

Identify Targets



Subject Specific Resources

Identify Targets



What would you expect a 

portfolio to look like or 

include?

Content Checklist.

Varied type Evidence 
showing achievement

 of a learning outcome(s)

Be the student’s work

Include feedback

Show progression

Evidence of who 
completed the work with 

the student.

Be user-friendly 
(i.e., easy to navigate)

Divided into PLUs or 
projects or subjects.

Systems & Processes



Assessment Resources
Systems & Processes



Assessment Journey

3rd Yr.2nd Yr.1st Yr.

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Short Course 
CBAs

Short Course 
CBAs

Final Portfolio 
Assessment



A problem- solving 
process...

We start by identifying 
concerns, we gather 
information, we put 

together a plan and we 
review it.

(SSF p. 1)

Review Student Support File

Systems & Processes



Registering and Recording results for the 
Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement

Registration

All students 

following 

L1LPs and 

L2LPs in 

mainstream 

schools are 

registered 

on P-POD

If the student is engaging 

in L2LPs and any junior 

cycle level 3 SEC exam

JCPA will be 

generated 

on P-POD

If the student is engaging 

in L1LPs & L2LPs PLUs 

and Short courses only

JCPA will be 

generated 

on JCAD



Final Reporting Summary

Students 

Engaging 

with L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

experience 

all learning 

outcomes in 

each PLU 

and short 

course they 

are engaging 

in.

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at Level 1 

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across a PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at level 2

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across every 

element in every PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at Level 1 

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines & the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Progress Achieved’ 

or ‘successfully completed’

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at level 2

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines and the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Achieved’

Students 

Engaging with 

L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

have all areas 

of learning 

recognised on 

the JCPA 

including 

Subjects, 

subject CBAs, 

Wellbeing and 

other areas 

of learning.

Registration



Final Reporting JCPAs

Registration



Where to next?

Information 

sessions 

for subject 

departments

Have a staff 

meeting to 

disseminate 

the 

information



Questions and Answers



Thank You
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