
Modern Foreign Languages

2023 – 2024

Day of Professional Learning



14:00 – 15:45

Supporting meaningful communication in the MFL classroom

11:20 – 13:00

Considering role-play, feedback and effective learning experiences to 

support communicative competence

09:30 – 11:00

Exploring student autonomy, motivation and engagement

11:00 – 11:20

13:00 – 14:00

Structure of our Day

09:15 – 11:00

Exploring student autonomy, motivation and engagement



Rationale for the Day

Teacher 

Feedback

Publications from 

the Department of 

Education

Learning 

Experiences



Our Focus Today is to…

• explore ways to support student 
autonomy as language learners 
(through active learning and 
communication)

• support student participation and 
engagement in language learning.

Participation

Autonomy

Engagement

Motivation



Key Aspects of our Day 



Aims of the Specification

• to actively engage in language activities and tasks, developing the

capacity to understand written and spoken language

• be reflective and autonomous in their language learning, and become

actively involved in monitoring and assessing their progress

(Junior Cycle MFL Specification, p.6)



Creativity and Inspiring Autonomy

Adapted from: Lucas and Spencer (2017): Teaching Creative Thinking. 

Developing learners who generate ideas and can think critically. 

Pedagogy for a Changing World., Carmarthen, Crown House



Activity 1 -
Developing Communication Autonomy

Bonjour! Buenos Días! Buongiorno! Guten Tag!

Discuss one approach that works well for you in encouraging your students 

to communicate and share their interests.



Engaging Students - One Teacher’s Approach 

MFL Teacher, Limerick

Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RETdASeZsIcvvFLM_W496PhXtcFydLab/view?usp=sharing


Language Learner Autonomy

As you watch, consider what strikes you.

Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KJ2jnsg8aX9xBZDOeKWSXxKY6ChhYNKX/view?usp=sharing


Defining ‘Autonomy’

'Language learner autonomy denotes a teaching/learning

dynamic in which learners plan, implement, monitor and

evaluate their own learning.'

(Little, D. 2022, Language learner autonomy: Rethinking language teaching. Lang. Teach. 55, p.64)

Consider anything that strikes you.



Autonomy Across the Continuum of Learning 

Consider how student 
autonomy is 

fostered across the 
continuum of learning.



Autonomy in Language Learning

As you watch, consider what strikes you?
Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14z0oYc2a0qUGVv8aKmNdwnNIm71cmOgc/view?usp=sharing


Activity 2 -
Sharing Your Thoughts

• Having watched that video and the previous video from Professor David 

Little, what stood out to you as a language teacher?

How might this apply to your context?



Looking at Our School 2022

Statements of highly effective practice 

Learning and teaching 

Domain 2: Learner experiences

Students are able to learn both 

independently and collaboratively in a very 

purposeful, creative and productive manner

Looking at Our School 2022: A Quality Framework for Post-Primary School, p.28



Using Role-Plays to Support Autonomy

'Role-play is an effective 

technique to animate the 

teaching and learning 

atmosphere, arouse the 

interests of learners...'

Feng, Liu & Yun, Ding. (2009). Role-play in English Language 

Teaching. Asian Social Science. 5. p.140)



Types of Role-Plays - Authentic

Adapted from: Ladousse, Gillian P. 1987. Role Play: Resources Books for the Teacher. 

New York: Oxford University Press.



Types of Role-Plays – Potentially Authentic

Adapted from: Ladousse, Gillian P. 1987. Role Play: Resources Books for the Teacher. 

New York: Oxford University Press.



Types of Role-Plays - Fantasy

Adapted from: Ladousse, Gillian P. 1987. Role Play: Resources Books for the Teacher. 

New York: Oxford University Press.



Activity 3 -
Exploring Role-Play Strategies to Support Autonomy

Step 1: Consider the range of strategies on the 

Genially.

Step 2: What strategy interested you the most?

Step 3: How could this be applied to your 

classroom context to support autonomy?

Discuss with your group.

https://tinyurl.com/Genialy2324



BREAK

11.00 – 11.20



Before Break, We Looked at…

• developing student autonomy

• the link between student motivation and autonomy

• using role-plays as a possible collaborative 

scaffold to language learning.



Key Aspects of our Day 



Our Focus Today is to…

• explore ways to support student 
autonomy as language learners 
(through active learning and 
communication)

• support student participation and 

engagement in language learning.

Participation

Autonomy

Engagement

Motivation



Prioritising Participation

As you watch, consider what strikes you.

Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UrbGGViUyVZRzkCovrXwkt2pPFN-wULe/view?usp=sharing


2.2 apply all language learning to creative activities such as producing 

simple poems, posters, presentations, games and drama

Possible Junior Cycle Learning Outcomes in Focus 
(Level 3)

1.13 ask and answer questions and exchange ideas, emotions 

and information on familiar topics in everyday situations

1.19 create texts about aspects of their lives and topics that interest them 

such as family and friends, school, holidays, leisure activities, fashion, 

sport, celebrities

Strand 1

Writing 13

Strand 2

2.1 recognise, describe and use language patterns such as word order,

verbal system, nouns, adjectives, spelling and punctuation conventions

2.2 apply all language learning to creative activities such as producing

simple poems, posters, presentations, games and drama

2.7 monitor and assess their own learning, using feedback they receive to

reflect on what they need to improve and to set goals for improvement

Strand 3

3.4 identify and explain some aspects of the target language 

country/countries in areas such as everyday living, 

interpersonal relations, customs and behaviours, social conventions

3.9 appreciate how cultural differences influence social relations, such as 

in greetings and eating together



2.1 recognise, describe and use language patterns such as word order, 
verbal system, nouns, adjectives, spelling and punctuation conventions

2.7 monitor and assess their own learning, using feedback they receive 
to reflect on what they need to improve and to set goals for improvement

all language learning to creative activities such as producing simple 

poems, posters, presentations, games and drama

Possible Links to Level 2 Learning Outcomes

Strand 1

Strand 2

Strand 3

Communication and Literacy

1.2 Ask questions to obtain information, e.g. to check 

dates/prices (face to face and by telephone), booking a meal 

over the telephone

1.18 Write/type at least five sentences so that they convey 

meaning or information, e.g. arrange a meeting with a friend, 

give directions

Communication 

and Literacy

Short link – http://bit.ly/L2LPMFL

http://bit.ly/L2LPMFL


Activity 4:
Padlet 1 – Supporting Students to Create Role-Plays

Explore the Padlet in your chosen language and consider the following:

• 3 ideas I liked that would support language learners

• 2 areas that might be adapted further to suit all learners in my context

• 1 thing I might do next as a result.

Consider individually and then discuss with your group / at your table.



Scan the Relevant QR Code 

French

https://tinyurl.com/French2324F

German

https://tinyurl.com/German2324G

Spanish

https://tinyurl.com/Spanish2324S

Italian

https://tinyurl.com/Italian2324I



Linking Role-Plays with the Student Language 
Portfolio

'The student language portfolio will include a broad range of items, such as 

written texts, projects, audio-visual materials, learning logs, student 

reflections and learning goals.

It is recognised that in this context the student’s created texts may be 

presented in different formats - handwritten, digital, multi-modal, and so on'.

(Junior Cycle MFL Specification, p.21)



The Power of Role-Plays

Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o7UwCNBywxlitk5F6DZKDba7wRap3CP_/view?usp=sharing


Designing Effective Role-Plays

What considerations are important when designing effective 

role-plays for students of Modern Foreign Languages?



Elements of Collaborative Student Learning



The Power of Focused Feedback

'Providing focused feedback to students on their 

learning is a critical component of high-quality 

assessment and a key factor in building students’ 

capacity to manage their own learning and their 

motivation to stick with a complex task or problem'.

(Junior Cycle MFL Specification, p.18)



Varied Feedback

• Greater student use of a wider range of formative assessment strategies, to 

include student self-assessment, peer-assessment and student portfolio 

work, are suggested in order to enhance outcomes for learners.

(DES Inspectorate, 2020, p.25)

• Teachers share and co-create success criteria with students so that they 

can assess their own learning through self-assessment and peer assessment 

and identify areas for improvement and strategies to achieve improvement.

(LAOS, 2022, p.31)



Feedback to Support 
Communicative Competence

Share one approach that works well for 

you in supporting your students 

to monitor and evaluate their own 

learning.

Teacher

Self

Student



Feedback and Self-Reflection

Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C0Q-t89SXG1-FmUTMOd66hDrSWIpToP3/view?usp=sharing


Considerations for Effective Feedback

• Focuses on the quality of student work

• Relates to agreed success criteria

• Identifies success and achievement

• Indicates suggestions for improvement

• Allows time for improvement to take place

• Prompts student thinking

(NCCA, 2018 pp.1-32)



Activity 5 –
Padlet 2 - Designing a Learning Experience

Using the Learning Outcomes from earlier, in subject groups, choose one of 
the stimulus pieces from the four options below:

1. French Option

2. Spanish Option

3. German Option

4. Italian Option

• Use your chosen stimulus piece to create a learning experience. 

• Your stimulus piece can encompass any aspect of the lesson and you can 
include any other stimulus piece of your choice

• Consider the role of feedback to support this experience

• Upload your completed learning experience to the relevant section on Padlet

Year Group -

2nd or 3rd Year

Length -

3 lessons max

https://tinyurl.com/Padlet23242



LUNCH

13.00 – 14.00



Before Lunch, We Looked at…

• developing student autonomy and 

communicative competence through role plays

• planning for learning experiences

• effective feedback to support student learning 

and autonomy



Our Focus Today is to…

• explore ways to support student 
autonomy as language learners 
(through active learning and 
communication)

• support student participation and 

engagement in language learning.

Participation

Autonomy

Engagement

Motivation



‘A Fully Integrated Experience’

'While the learning outcomes associated with each strand are set out separately in this

specification, this should not be taken to imply that the strands are to be studied in isolation.

Students' engagement and learning are optimised by a fully integrated experience of

communicative competence, language awareness, socio-cultural knowledge and intercultural

awareness.

Likewise, grammar, syntax and pronunciation have been embedded so these aspects of

language learning are taught in a communicative context.'

(MFL Junior Cycle Specification p.11)



Key Aspects of our Day 



Considering Your Language Journey

Individually, take a 
moment to consider 

how your fluency 
developed as a 

language learner.

Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19G8HbceDmRszVDOJXGGqDg47aI1HuAEa/view?usp=sharing


Creating Opportunities for Developing Fluency

As you watch, consider what strikes you.
Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wHEoOes2SUVLSyOqpYoBgc9B8gfArLZW/view?usp=sharing


Activity 6 – 
Developing Fluency and Accuracy

Share one approach that works for you in scaffolding students’ fluency in the 

Modern Foreign Languages classroom?





The Language Portfolio to Support Meaningful 
Communication 

Can you identify any aspects that might support developing language confidence?

Click to play

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r4-ajwbGqpiJZol5AA7XEsqqIgMqgvRZ/view?usp=sharing


Exploring Grammar for Meaningful Communication



Activity 7: 
Padlet 3 – Supporting Meaningful Communication

Step 1: Consider two possible grammar 

approaches on the Padlet.

Step 2: What strategy interested you the most?

Step 3: How could this be applied to your 

classroom context to support autonomy?

Discuss with your group.

https://tinyurl.com/Padlet23243





Striking a Balance

'If learners are not understanding, then they cannot 

make form-meaning connections, and thus, 

they're not building a linguistic system in their heads 
that they can use for communicative purposes.'

(Henshaw, F.G, Hawkins, M.D, 2022, Common Ground: Second Language Acquisition Theory Goes to 

the Classroom, Indianapolis, Hackett, p.67)



Activity 8: 
Padlet 4 – Approaches to Grammar to Support 
Meaningful Communication 

Step 1: Explore the resource in your chosen language.

Step 2: Collaborate on ideas to integrate grammar to 

support meaningful communication.

Step 3: Post your ideas to the Padlet Learning Wall.

https://tinyurl.com/Padlet23244





‘Two Sides of the Same Coin’

Participation

Autonomy

Engagement

Motivation

'Autonomy in language use and

autonomy in language learning

are two sides of the same coin'.

(Little, D., Dam.,L., & Legenhausen, L. 2017, Language learner autonomy: Theory, practice and research, 

Bristol, Multilingual Matters, p.50)



Reflecting on Our Day

Exploring student autonomy and motivation 

as a tool to support autonomy

The power of role-plays and effective 

feedback

Supporting meaningful communication



Padlet of Resources

Scan the QR code or follow this link

https://tinyurl.com/ResourcesMFL

https://tinyurl.com/ResourcesMFL


Feedback

• We appreciate your feedback on the day and on your future support needs.

Please follow the link below and complete the feedback form

• Log onto https://registration.oide.ie/feedback

Steps: 

1. Select a category = Cluster Workshop

2. Language = English

3. Click on Proceed to Form button

4. Identify subject = Modern Foreign Languages

5. Enter date = today

6. Enter Sitting ID = available from your facilitator

7. Select circle of choice for each session and type any 

suggestions that you may have in 3 boxes

8. Important – Click on Submit button. Thank You!

https://registration.oide.ie/feedback


Visit our website www.oide.ie  

Contact: info@oide.ie

Follow us on X

@Oide_MFL

Additional Supports

Find further resources on

www.scoilnet.ie 

Find further resources on

www.jct.ie/mfl  

Find further resources on

www.ppli.ie 

http://www.oide.ie/
mailto:info@oide.ie
http://www.scoilnet.ie/
http://www.jct.ie/mfl
http://www.ppli.ie/


Access to today’s presentation

https://tinyurl.com/Presentation2324

https://tinyurl.com/Presentation2324


Many Thanks!

Danke | Gracias | Grazie |Merci

info@oide.ie www.oide.ie @oide_Ireland
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