
Introduction to L1LPs & L2LPs 
in Special Schools 2023



Please respect everyone's right 

to privacy

No discussing individual 

students



Key 
Documents

L1LPs 

Guidelines

L2LPs 

Guidelines

Circular 0028/2023

Arrangements for 

Implementation of the 

Framework for Junior 

Cycle 2023/24
Preparation for 

Teaching and 

Learning – Guidance 

for Primary & Special 

Schools



Learning Intentions

• Understand how the Level 1 Learning 

Programmes (L1LPs) & Level 2 Learning 

Programmes (L2LPs) sit within the Junior 

Cycle framework

• Explore the L1LPs & L2LPs, Priority 

Learning Units, Elements and Learning 

Outcomes

• Build on your understanding of Level 1 & 

Level 2 Short Courses

Success Criteria 

• You  understand about the who, what, 

why, where, when and how of L1LPs & 

L2LPs

• You can identify where you are in the 

implementation stage and what can move 

the implementation on

• You decide on your whole-school approach 

(key messages, means of sharing 

information, mode of internal collaborative 

practice)

Outline for the Session
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The Junior Cycle Framework



How do you facilitate 
your students in 
developing these 

skills?



National Framework of Qualifications

L1LPs 

broadly 

aligned to 

Level 1

L2LPs 

broadly aligned 

to Level 2

Junior Cycle 

Subject 

Specifications 

broadly aligned 

to Level 3 

Leaving Certificate 

broadly aligned to 

Level 4(LCA) and

Level 5 Leaving Cert



Broad Alignment to NFQ Indicators

Level 1

• Practical

• Basic

• Predictable

• Designed

• Supported

• Sequential

Level 2

• Narrow

• Concrete

• Routine

• Limited 

• Under direction

• Structured

• Supervised

Level 3

• Moderately broad

• Mainly concrete

• Application

• Limited autonomy

• Function with 

familiar

• Learn to learn

Level 4

• Broad

• Abstract

• Theoretical

• Familiar and 

unfamiliar

• Responsible

Level 5

• Broad

• Theoretical

• Evaluate

• Varied contexts

• Independence

• Initiative

• Responsibility



Other areas of learning

Programme of Wellbeing
Short Courses

Individual or small 
group interventions

Collaborative approach 
to co-curricular teaching 

Over 3 years

PLUs/Subjects

Team teaching

Individualised Junior Cycle Programme
over 3 years

Identified 

Individual 

Strengths& 

Needs



Who are the L1LPs & L2LPs for 

Who are the L1LPs for?

Low Moderate General 

Learning Disability

Severe or Profound General 

Learning Disability

Who are the L2LPs for?

Low Mild General Learning 

Disability

High Moderate General 

Learning Disability

Students with the below listed strengths and needs 
may require support, but that support is not 

necessarily met through the L2LPs

Physical Disability

Hearing Impairment/Visual Impairment

Emotional Behavioural Difficulties (EBD)

Autism

Specific Speech and Language Challenges

Pupils with SEN Arising from an Assessed Syndrome

Multiple Disability

Specific Learning Disability

Dyslexia

Dyscalculia

Dyspraxia etc.



L1LP’s: What might a student engage with?

6 Priority 

Learning 

Units 

(PLUs)

2 Short 

Courses:

Levels 1 or 

2

A 

Programme 

of 

Wellbeing

Individual 

Learning 

Targets

Other Areas 

of Learning

Underpinned by the individual student’s strengths and 

needs as identified in the Student Support File



L1LPs PLUs

Communication, 

language and literacy

Numeracy

Physical Education

Personal care & wellbeing

The arts

Being in the community

Over 3 years

250 hrs  =  Per PLU

40 mins =  4 classes per PLU per week

60 mins  =  3 classes per PLU per week



This Progression Pathways is used for 

students engaging with L1LPs



L2LP’s: What might a student engage with?

5 Priority 

Learning 

Units 

(PLUs)

2 Short

Courses:

Levels 1, 

2 or 3

Level 3

Subjects

Level 3

Subject

CBAs

A 

Programme 

of 

Wellbeing

Individual 

Learning 

Targets

Other 

Areas of 

Learning

Underpinned by the individual student’s strengths and 

needs as identified in the Student Support File



L2LPs PLU

s

Personal Care

Living in the

Community

Numeracy

Preparing for Work

Communication,

and Literacy

Through as many mainstream subjects as 

possible to create a broad and balanced 

curriculum and inclusive learning experience. 

Assessed at level 1/level 2 in the same 

learning environment as their peers where 

possible

Over 3 years

250 hrs  =  Per PLU

40 mins =  4 classes per PLU per week

60 mins  =  3 classes per PLU per week



Each PLU has different Elements, 

which have a number of Learning 

Outcomes

L1LPs 

PLU

Learning 
Outcomes

Element

Learning 

Outcomes

Learning 

Outcomes

Element

L2LPs 

PLU



Individual Junior Cycle Programmes

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Around the World in 80 days Level 1

Grow it, Cook it, Eat it Level 2

History Level 2

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Enterprise in Animation Level 2

Digital Media Literacy Level 2

Priority Learning Units

Communication and Literacy

Numeracy

Living in the Community

Preparing for Work

Personal Care

Short Course

Physical Education Level 3

SPHE Level 3

Subjects

Art, Craft and Design

English



Short Courses Level 1 & Level 2

Minimum of 100 hours timetabled engagement



School-developed

Level 2 Short Courses

NCCA Scoping 

Document

School Developed short courses can be found 

on Scoilnet.

Short course specifications can be found  on 

JCT website and curriculum online website.



Assessment of Short Courses

Students complete a Classroom Based 

Assessment (CBA) which is assessed 

using Features of Quality.

The JCPA will use the descriptor 

‘Achieved’ (L2) and ‘Progress 

Achieved/Successfully Completed’ 

(L1) to reflect on the Short Courses that 

have met the Features of 

Quality/benefited from access to LOs



Assessment of a Short Courses 

Formative 
Assessment Activities

Summative 
Assessment Moment

Classroom Based 
Assessment 

Second or Third Year 
Only 



Timetable 

Reflect a Broad and 
Balanced 

Curriculum 

Cross-Curricular 
Activities 

Demonstrate a 
rounded holistic 

approach to 
teaching & learning 



Meaningful & inclusive learning experiences

• Key Learning: What do we want 
our students to know? 

• Learner Experience: How will we 
get them there?

• Evidence of Learning: How will 
students demonstrate their 
learning?



How will we get them there?

Geography 1.1 describe the formation and global distribution 
of volcanoes, earthquakes, and fold mountains in the context of plate tectonics 
and structure of the Earth

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Select bright, colourful images or 

videos

Pre-teach the names of the main 

parts of the earth and volcanoes

Pre-teach topical vocabulary, 

create a volcano model, view 

videos of the formation of fold 

mountains, volcanos and 

earthquakes, and plate tectonics

Pre-teach matching identical 

images

In mixed ability groups students 

will research three famous 

volcanoes

In mixed ability groups students 

will research and collate 

information on plate tectonics and 

its influence on the formation of 

fold mountains, volcanos 

and earthquakes globally.



What do we want our students to know?

Geography 1.1 describe the formation and global distribution of volcanoes, 
earthquakes, and fold mountains in the context of plate tectonics and structure 
of the Earth

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Attend to visuals of a volcano Label the parts of the earth layers 

(core, mantle, crust) and 

volcanoes (crater, magma, lava, 

vent, ash)

Describe the factors that 

contribute to the formation of 

volcanoes, earthquakes and fold 

mountains

Match images of volcanoes to 

countries (identical images)

Identify on a simple map, three 

famous volcanoes

Explain the factors that determine 

the global distribution of 

volcanoes, earthquakes and fold 

mountains



How will students demonstrate their 
learning?

Geography 1.1 describe the formation and global distribution of 
volcanoes, earthquakes, and fold mountains in the context of plate tectonics 
and structure of the Earth

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Student will direct their gaze to 

visuals of a volcano

Student will generate a labelled 

poster of the earth layers (core, 

mantle, crust) and/or volcanoes 

(crater, magma, lava, vent, ash)

Student will write/type/audio record 

a paragraph describing the 

factors that contribute to the 

formation of volcanoes, earthquakes 

and fold mountains

Students will correctly match 

images of volcanoes to countries 

(identical images)

Students will present their 

research findings on one 

selected volcano to the 

class through their preferred 

mode

Students will present their research 

findings to the class through their 

preferred mode



What does 
this mean to 

you as a 
teacher?

What might 
this mean to 
a student?

Where might you start?

L.O: 2.8 Explore pattern 
through a variety of 
sensory experiences

L.O: 4.12 Demonstrate 
knowledge of where 

familiar items are 
stored/located

in their environment

LO 3.20 Express some 
feelings consistently 

(with or without intent) 
so that a

familiar adult can 
respond appropriately



Junior Cycle Planning Advice 



Junior Cycle Planning Advice 



Cuntas Míosúil

Progress

New Learning 

Learning Experiences

Support Continuity & Progression 

Brief Reflection 



Recorded Preparation and Reflection

Practical, flexible, concise  & useful

In Line with Students’ Learning

Common Features

Focus of new learning 

Progress Assessed and Monitored



Collaborative Planning



What would you expect a 

portfolio to look like or 

include?

Content Checklist.

Varied type Evidence 
showing achievement

 of a learning outcome(s)

Be the student’s work

Include feedback

Show progression

Evidence of who 
completed the work with 

the student.

Be user-friendly 
(i.e., easy to navigate)

Divided into PLUs or 
projects or subjects.



Teachers select 
learning outcomes 

and/or 
design assessment 

activities 
to generate 
evidence 

of learning

Success 
Criteria are 

established to use 
in judging 

the evidence 
of learning

Students 
generate evidence 
of learning through 

ongoing 
assessment and/or 

an assessment 
activity

Evidence of 
learning is included 

in the portfolio 
along with the 

identified 
success criteria

Evidence in the 
portfolio meets 
the 'majority’

requirement for 
achievement 
certification in 

the Junior Cycle 
Profile 

of Achievement

The process of generating, gathering and judging 

evidence of learning at Level 1 & 2

Individual Student



Level 1

Progression

Pathways



How will teachers assess the student?

Geography 1.1 describe the formation and global distribution of volcanoes, earthquakes, 
and fold mountains in the context of plate tectonics and structure of the Earth

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Teacher will observe student 

direct their gaze to visuals of a 

volcano for 30 seconds on three 

occasions throughout the video.

Teacher will observe posters 

created by the students correctly 

labelling the layers of the earth 

including the core, mantle, crust 

and components of the volcano 

crater, magma, lava, vent, ash.

Teacher will assess the written, 

typed or audio recorded paragraph 

describing five factors that 

contribute to the formation of 

volcanoes, earthquakes and fold 

mountains

Teacher will record student 

correctly match images of 

volcanoes to countries (identical 

images). Student will match the 

images correctly three out of five 

times.

Teacher will appraise the students 

as they 

present their research findings 

(which includes one selected 

famous volcano and six correct 

facts pertaining to that volcano) to 

the class through their preferred 

mode

Teacher will appraise the students 

as they present their research 

findings on the factors that 

contribute 

to the formation volcanoes, earthqu

akes and fold mountains to the 

class through their preferred mode



Assessment Resources



Assessment Journey

3rd Yr.2nd Yr.1st Yr.

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Short Course 
CBAs

Short Course 
CBAs

Final Portfolio 
Assessment



Final Reporting Summary

Students 

Engaging 

with L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

experience 

all learning 

outcomes in 

each PLU 

and short 

course they 

are engaging 

in.

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at Level 1 

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across a PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at level 2

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across every 

element in every PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at Level 1 

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines & the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Progress Achieved’ 

or ‘successfully completed’

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at level 2

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines and the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Achieved’

Students 

Engaging with 

L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

have all areas 

of learning 

recognised on 

the JCPA 

including 

Subjects, 

subject CBAs, 

Wellbeing and 

other areas 

of learning.



Final Reporting JCPAs



Senior Cycle Progression

• Collaborative process  with 
parents, students, guidance

• Broad and balanced 
Curriculum

• Collaborative plan to support 
student transition out of 
school

Identified 
Individual 
Student’s 

Strengths & 
Needs

Transition 
Year

L1LPs 

Building on 
JC

New 
Portfolio

L2LPs 

Building on 
JC

New 
Portfolio

LCAQQI

Senior 
Cycle 

Subjects

LCVP



Senior Cycle Reporting 

State Certified

• Leaving Certificate Examinations

• Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme 

• Leaving Certificate Applied

• QQI 

School Designed Reporting

• L1LPs

• L2LPs

• Elements of Senior Cycle Subjects

• School Designed Modules 



Where to next?

Information 

sessions 

for subject 

departments

Have a staff 

meeting to 

disseminate 

the 

information



Questions and Answers



Thank You
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