
Using Geographical 
Skills in the Junior 
Cycle Classroom





9.15am - 10.45am Session 1

11.00am - 11.15am Coffee Break

11.15am - 1.00pm Session 2

13.00pm - 14.00pm Lunch Break

13.30pm - 3.30pm Session 3

Structure of the Day



Learning Intentions 

• Understand how the development of Geographical 
Skills in our classroom can enable students to think 
like geographers

• Plan for the integration of Geographical Skills 
across the 3 years of Junior Cycle Geography



Geographical Skills

Students will develop their 
graphicacy through: 

• Mapping: Cartographic skills 
relating to a variety of scales

• Visuals: Reading and interpreting 
a variety of relevant visual stimuli 

• Data analysis: Reading and 
interpreting a variety of data sets

(Source: Junior Cycle Geography Specification, NCCA, 

2017,  p.11)



Geographical 
Skills - CBAs

• Maps

• Satellite Imagery

• Photographs

• Graphs

• Diagrams

• Sketching



Why Develop Geographical Skills?

• Think like geographers

• Analyse relationships and make connections

• Develop knowledge and understanding





Learning Intentions 

• Understand how the development of Geographical 
Skills in our classroom can enable students to think 
like geographers

• Plan for the integration of geographical skills 
across the 3 years of Junior Cycle Geography



CBA2 My geography 

(Source: Junior Cycle Geography Specification, NCCA, 2017,  p. 11)



Sources of Information

•Primary Sources: maps, aerial 
photographs, data tables and 
graphs

•Secondary Sources: newspaper 
articles and video clips 



Gathering Data  



Features of Quality for CBA 2

Engage with the 

key geographical 

questions 

Active engagement 

with gathering and 

analysing data 

Demonstrate 

awareness 

processes, patterns 

and systems

Consider 

sustainability 

Organise a 

response to show 

understanding 

Draw conclusions 

(Source: Assessment Guidelines , NCCA, 2018,  p.26)





Student 
Evaluation & 
Reflection 
Template
CBA 2

(Source: Junior Cycle Geography Guidelines for the 

Classroom-Based Assessment and Assessment Task, 

NCCA, 2018,  p. 30)



What CBA 2 are you 
considering with your 
students?



CBA 2 Virtual Room

https://www.thinglink.com/mediacard/1513179035910275073


Teacher Activity 3:Planning for CBA 2



Thank you
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