
Assessment of
L1LPs & L2LPs in 

Mainstream Settings



Learning Intentions for Today 

✓ Developing a deeper understanding of how ongoing assessment supports 

student learning

✓ Identifying the connections between teaching, learning, assessment and 

reporting

✓ Understanding the way well planned assessment supports learning and 

teaching

✓ Explore the need for PLU ‘assessment moments’ with success criteria 

(individual LOs and/or cross-curricular/thematic assessments with more 

than one LO)

✓ Explore assessment within Level 1 and Level 2 Short Courses – CBAs.



Key Documents and Resources 

L1LPs Guidelines L2LPs Guidelines Framework for JC

NCCA Focus on Learning: Ongoing 

Assessment Booklets

Circular 0028/2023

Arrangements for 

Implementation of 

the Framework for 

Junior Cycle 

2023/24



Planning for Assessment

Teachers are familiar with the need to plan their 

teaching but not so familiar with the need to plan 

assessment. However, plans for teaching are 

incomplete unless they contain plans for 

assessment… Assessment and teaching have 

to be aligned, as they share common learning 

intentions.

(Berry, 2008)



National Framework of Qualifications

L1LPs 

broadly 

aligned to 

Level 1

L2LPs 

broadly aligned 

to Level 2

Junior Cycle 

Subject 

Specifications 

broadly aligned 

to Level 3

Leaving Certificate 

broadly aligned to Level 4

(LCA) and Level 5 Leaving 

Certificate established



Broad Alignment to NFQ Indicators

Level 1

• Practical

• Basic

• Predictable

• Designed

• Supported

• Sequential

Level 2

• Narrow

• Concrete

• Routine

• Limited 

• Under direction

• Structured

• Supervised

Level 3

• Moderately broad

• Mainly concrete

• Application

• Limited autonomy

• Function with 

familiar

• Learn to learn

Level 4

• Broad

• Abstract

• Theoretical

• Familiar and 

unfamiliar

• Responsible

Level 5

• Broad

• Theoretical

• Evaluate

• Varied contexts

• Independence

• Initiative

• Responsibility



Assessment Journey

3rd Yr.2nd Yr.1st Yr.

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Ongoing 
Assessment 

and Reporting

Short Course 
CBAs

Short Course 
CBAs

Final Portfolio 
Assessment



Teachers select 
learning outcomes 

and/or 
design assessment 

activities 
to generate 
evidence 

of learning

Success 
Criteria are 

established to use 
in judging 

the evidence 
of learning

Students 
generate evidence 
of learning through 

ongoing 
assessment and/or 

an assessment 
activity

Evidence of 
learning is included 

in the portfolio 
along with the 

identified 
success criteria

Evidence in the 
portfolio meets 
the 'majority’

requirement for 
achievement 
certification in 

the Junior Cycle 
Profile 

of Achievement

The process of generating, gathering and judging 

evidence of learning at Level 1 & 2

Individual Student



Learning Outcomes



Learning Intentions

‘A learning intention for a lesson or series of lessons is a 

statement, created by the teacher, that describes clearly 

what the teacher wants the students to know, understand,

and be able to do as a result of learning and teaching 

activities. Clear learning intentions should help students 

focus not just on the task or activity taking place but on what 

they are learning.’
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Pg 5. NCCA Focus on Learning: Learning Intentions and Success Criteria



Exploring Level 1 Learning Intentions

PLU: Communicating, Language and Literacy

✓Learning outcome 1.19 Express interests and opinions through 
a range of verbal or nonverbal communication methods

✓Learning intention: What are we learning?

To express our preference

Activity: What are we doing?

Expressing our preferred food



Exploring Level 2 Learning Intentions

PLU: Communicating and Literacy

✓Learning outcome 1.5 Participate in practical formal and informal 
communication

✓Learning intention: What are we learning?

To communicate formally and informally 

Activity: What are we doing?

Write a card for forthcoming meeting for school notice board

Pass a verbal message on to a student next to you 



Success Criteria

Success criteria are linked to learning 

intentions. They are developed by the teacher 

and/or the student and describe what success 

looks like. They help the teacher and student to 

make judgements about the quality of student 

learning.

Pg 5. NCCA Focus on Learning: Learning Intentions and Success Criteria



Learning Intention:

➢ To express our preference 
in relation to food

Success Criteria

✓ Will gesture to preferred lunch 
food from selection of 3.

✓ Will experience preferred lunch 
food

✓ Will independently choose 
preferred lunch food 

Exploring Level 1 Success Criteria



Exploring Level 2 Success Criteria

Learning Intention

✓ To communicate 
formally and 
informally 

Success Criteria 

✓ Will know the difference between 
formal and informal communication

✓ Will be able to explain the features of 
formal communication and informal 
communication 

✓ Will be able to apply what is learned 
to design of authentic examples of 
formal and informal communication



Demonstrating knowledge at Levels 1, 2 & 3
Mathematics:
N.1 investigate the representation of numbers and arithmetic operations so that they can:

a. represent the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division in N, Z, and Q using models 
including the number line, decomposition, and accumulating groups of equal size

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Counting Cubes

Number lines and how to fill in a 

number line

Multiple representations of 

numbers

Draw, cover, count on number 

line

Less than with a number line 

e.g., 8 less than 12

Working from right to left and left 

to right on a number line

Rolling dice and counting values Negative numbers in the 

everyday e.g., Thermometers, 

underground carparks (level -1)

Explain what N, Z and Q-

numbers are

Number line with images of 

concrete objects

Number tiles to represent 

equivalent forms of the same 

number

Plotting points on 

Cartesian/coordinate plane

Money Whole number and parts Area and perimeter of shape on 

Cartesian plan



Assessing Knowledge at levels 1, 2 & 3

Mathematics:
Teachers assess the learning outcomes, depending on the level the student is engaging with.

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Tallies

Place numbers in correct sequence

Make own number line 

representation of the multiples of 

number

Always, sometimes, never true 

statements

Fill in the missing value on number

Line

Arranging counting cubes

Recognise numbers up to 100 in N, 

e.g. knowing how many zeros for 

tens, hundreds

Fill in the missing value e.g. -4 x 

__ = 20

Subtract one-digit, two-digit

whole numbers in the context of

an everyday situation

Add two-digit whole numbers that 

total less than 100 in the context of 

an everyday situation

Using a number line provided to 

answer questions

Recognise one digit and two digit

numbers in N, e.g. knowing how

many zeros for tens

Subtract two-digit whole numbers in 

the context of an everyday situation

Write down any three integers 

which when added or subtracted 

from each other will give a total 

of ___
Add one digit and two-digit whole

numbers in the context of an

everyday situation



When designing assessment activities, 

you consider:

Learning 
Outcomes

Which Learning 
Outcomes you are 
working towards?

Learning 
Intentions

What you would 
like your students 

to be able to know, 
value, understand 

& do?

Success Criteria

How you will 
assess (and gather 
evidence) of the 

learning?

What teaching and 
learning activities 

will happen to 
support the 

learning journey?

Individual Student



Assessing a Learning Activity
Trip to the Library 

Learning Outcomes in focus:
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PLU ELEMENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Level 2 

Numeracy 

Developing an awareness of length 

and distance 

2.24 Use appropriate vocabulary to 

describe the units in length and 

distance 

Level 2

Communication and Literacy 

Speaking appropriately for a variety 

of purposes and demonstrating 

attentiveness as a listener 

1.2 Ask questions to obtain 

information 

Level 1

Communication, Language & 

Literacy

Developing Communicate 

Relationships 

1.3. Engage in an activity requiring 

joint attention with 1 or more 

people. 

Level 1

Being part of a community

Using local facilities 4.11 Visit and participate 

appropriately in using facilities in 

their environment. 



Learning Intentions for Asessment Activity 

✓Students will communicate with the librarian (L1)

✓Students will visit the library and borrow some materials (L1)

✓Students will role play three different scenarios of ways to travel to the library/people 

they will meet in the library (L1/L2)

✓Students will complete a ‘how to booklet’ and make recommendations for the next 

trip

✓Students will sort the photos taken into a photo-story for use by others. (L1/L2)

✓Identify key areas within the  library using pictures and/or signs
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Success Criteria for Assessment Activity 

Student will….

✓Communicate ‘Hello’ and ‘Thank you’ with the librarian 

✓Experience or respond to the process of borrowing materials from the library

✓Identify the location of the library within their community

✓Discuss the route and transport options

✓Talk to and ask questions of the people they meet in the library 

✓Identify three key areas in the library 

21



Evidence of Learning

Video (Trip to the 
Library)

Photos Bus Timetable and 
travel receipts

Teacher or student notes 
(written or recorded)

Written / Oral - step by step 
account of their experience. 

Illustration of the ‘journey’’ Photograph or photo-story.

Completed worksheet
Completed Teacher 
observation sheet



Business Studies CBA 1 as an Assessment 
Activity 
How will students demonstrate their learning? Links with Level 2 Learning Programmes

A group-based research project comprising of four 

areas of activity:

• Conducting research

• Evaluating information

• Developing Action plans and

• Report Findings

Students will collaborate with classmates in order 

to complete the project, but teachers should ensure 

that each student makes an individual contribution to 

the project and produces their own evidence to meet 

the Features of Quality for this assessment.

1.35 Access a range of websites on the internet

1.36 Find information for a project on the web.

1.5. Participate in practical, formal and informal 

communications

2.39. Identify basic approaches to data collection

2.40. Collect a range of data using one of the 

following: a survey, record sheet, tally system or 

audio-visual records

2.41. Interpret basic data of two criteria

2.43. Talk about /discuss information from basic data

1.18. Write/type at least five sentences so that they 

convey meaning or information

1.22.Participate in a performance or a presentation

1.24. Produce a piece of work for display

CBA to be completed within a four-week window during second year.



Divided into PLUs or 
projects or subjects.

Content checklist.
Varied type evidence
showing achievement

of a learning 
outcome(s)

Be the student’s work

Include feedback

Show progression

Evidence of who 
completed the work 

with the student.

Be user-friendly
(i.e. easy to navigate)

What would you expect 
a portfolio to look like or 

include?



Assessment of Level 1 and Level 2 
Priority Learning Units

Ongoing formative Assessment & Reporting

A portfolio of evidence created of students’ work

Assessment of portfolio is school based

The JCPA will reflect on all learning achieved in the PLUs 

after 3 years

Level 1 -Achievement in PLUs is on the basis of one of the following 
descriptors: Successfully Completed or Progress Achieved.

Level 2 – Achievement in PLUs is on the basis of the descriptor: 
Achieved



Short Courses Level 1 & Level 2

Minimum of 100 hours timetabled engagement



School-developed

Level 2 Short Courses

NCCA Scoping 

Document

School Developed short courses can be found 

on Scoilnet.

Short course specifications can be found on 

JCT website and curriculum online website.



Assessment of Short Courses

Students complete a Classroom Based 

Assessment (CBA) which is assessed 

using Features of Quality.

The JCPA will use the descriptor 

‘Achieved’ (L2) and ‘Progress 

Achieved/Successfully Completed’ 

(L1) to reflect on the Short Courses that 

have met the Features of 

Quality/benefited from access to LOs



CBA (Level 1) Around the World in 80 days -
An Excursion

C
h

o
o

s
e Students choose a 

destination in the 
local area or wider 
community to visit 
from an area of 
interest the student 
has selected in 
Strand 1

R
e

s
e

a
rc

h
 &

  
D

e
c
id

e Students will 
research and decide 
on the modes of 
transport, calculate 
the cost involved and 
identify essential 
items required for 
the excursion 

C
o

ll
a
b

o
ra

te Students may 
collaborate with 
others to research, 
find information, plan 
and organise the 
excursion

Teachers will utilise Features of Quality to assess students' achievement in the CBA.



CBA (Level 2) Enterprise in Animation - An 
account of the student's experience

The teacher’s judgement on whether the student’s work in the CBA is awarded the Achieved

Descriptor is based on the Features of Quality for the Presentation as set out in the Assessment 

Guidelines

R
e
fl

e
c

t Student will reflect 
on the lessons 
learned and what 
they might have 
done differently in 
the future.

S
h

o
w

c
a

s
e Student will 'show 

what they know 
about preparing for 
an interview, the 
process of 
animation and an 
appropriate 
understanding of 
roles and 
procedures in 
companies using a 
format of 
their choice.

C
o

ll
a

b
o

ra
te Students can work 

with others to 
research, find 
information, plan 
and organise.

P
re

s
e

n
t Students can 

present their work 
in any format; 
conversation, 
interview role play, 
storyboard, 
animated video. It 
can be spoken, 
signed or through 
electronic form.



Assessment Resources



Providing Effective Feedback 
following Assessment

Descriptor 
Awarded

Strengths of 
the students 

work

Areas for          
improvement



Reporting in Junior Cycle

Reporting in junior cycle will take various forms 
which may include informal oral feedback, parent 
teacher meetings, learning logs and diaries as 
well as formal end of term and end of topic/unit 

written reports. In whichever form is used, effective 
reporting is an important part of the assessment 

process as it can provide rich feedback to support 
student learning.

NCCA Reporting Guidelines, 2018



NCCA -Guiding Principles of Reporting 
in Junior Cycle

Encourage authentic 
engagement with 
parents

Provide opportunities 
for students through 
feedback to reflect on 
their learning

Value the professional 
judgements of 
teachers

Use the language of 
learning to provide 
effective feedback

Be manageable and 
not take time away 
from learning and 
teaching

Clearly communicate 
students' progress in 
learning

Provide information 
on a broad range of 
achievement

Be sensitive to the 
self-esteem and 
general wellbeing 
of students and take 
an inclusive approach



Final Reporting Summary

Students 

Engaging 

with L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

experience 

all learning 

outcomes in 

each PLU 

and short 

course they 

are engaging 

in.

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at Level 1 

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across a PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA PLU 

accreditation at level 2

Majority of the learning 

outcomes (minimum of 

50% +1) across every 

element in every PLU 

must be evidenced

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at Level 1 

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines & the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Progress Achieved’ 

or ‘successfully completed’

For JCPA short course 

accreditation at level 2

Using the short course 

assessment guidelines and the 

FOQ student is awarded the 

descriptor ‘Achieved’

Students 

Engaging with 

L1LPs & 

L2LPs should 

have all areas 

of learning 

recognised on 

the JCPA 

including 

Subjects, 

subject CBAs, 

Wellbeing and 

other areas 

of learning.



Registering and Recording results for the 
Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement

All students 

following 

L1LPs and 

L2LPs in 

mainstream 

schools are 

registered 

on P-POD

If the student is engaging 

in L2LPs and any junior 

cycle level 3 SEC exam

JCPA will 

be 

generated 

on P-POD

If the student is engaging 

in L1LPs & L2LPs PLUs 

and Short courses only

JCPA will 

be 

generated 

on JCAD



Final Reporting JCPAs



Where to next?

Consider how 

best to support 

assessment at 

Levels 1 & 2 in 

your school? 

Review your 

current 

assessment 

practices and 

consider areas for 

improvement



Questions and Answers



Thank You
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