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Break

Session 2
Evaluating sources, 
conducting research and 
finding a narrow focus

Lunch

Session 3
A critical eye on 
extended writing, with a 
focus on research 
findings and conclusions

9:30-11:00 11:00-11:15 11:20-13:00 13:00-14:00 14:00-15:30

Today’s Timeline

Session 1
The role of the 
Research Study 
within the Classical 
Studies Specification



Session 1

The role of the 
Research Study within 
the Classical Studies 
Specification



Learning Intentions

Reflect on the Research Study 
process so far.

Exploring the connections between the 
Research Study and the specification.



Real or Fake?
4. Sapientia in dentibus est, non in mente.

Wisdom lies in the teeth, not in the 
mind.

5. Carpe diem, quam minimum credula
postero.
Seize the day, putting as little trust as 
possible in the future.

6. Τὸ τῷ σμήνει μὴ συμφέρον οὐδὲ τῇ 
μελίσσῃ συμφέρει.
That which doesn't benefit the hive, 
doesn't benefit the bee.

1. In toga candida omnia manifesta sunt.
In a white toga, all things are evident.

2. Panis et circenses sunt amicitiae
fundamenta."
Bread and circuses are the foundations of 
friendship.

3. Naturam expellas furca, tamen usque
recurret. 
You may drive out nature with a pitchfork, 
but she will always return.



Aims and Rationale of the 
Research Study

“The research study aims to develop in 
students a spirit of inquiry about the 
ancient world and a range of skills that 
will facilitate the conduct of the 
inquiry. It allows students to engage in 
a measure of self-directed learning
that is grounded in the procedural 
values of academic research.”

NCCA, 2022, p.5 Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Guidance to 
support the Research Study.



Student Voice

Click to listen Click to listen

https://youtu.be/EU0aWxEGaeY
https://youtu.be/Rpp8LDX7E0Q


Student voices summarised



Share Your Thoughts

“The quality framework views students as 

active agents in their learning who engage 

purposefully in a wide range of learning 

activities, who respond in a variety of ways 

to different learning opportunities and who 

are afforded the opportunity to engage in 

meaningful discussions with teachers to 

inform learning and teaching.”

Looking at Our School 2022: A Quality Framework for Primary Schools and 
Special Schools p.9



General Outline of Research Study

• assessment component worth 20%, reported through the medium of a 

report called the Research Study Report

• common brief for both Ordinary Level and Higher Level (differentiation is 

achieved at final level chosen by the student for written examination)

• the brief includes topics on 4 key areas

• Material Culture

• Literature

• History 

• Thought and Ideas

• digital pro-forma booklet submitted to SEC in 6th Year (usually January)



Key Document - Guidance to 
support the Research Study



NCCA, 2022, p.5 Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Guidance to support the Research Study.

information connected to the specification and 
make judgements

Synthesise and evaluate 

social, political, artistic, ethical, historical 
and literary concepts

Understand

aspects relating to the classical world and 
relevance to contemporary world

Link

of information processing, communicating, critical and 
creative thinking and being personally effective

Use the key skills

information relevant to chosen topic
Research and process

Students are 
required to 
demonstrate 
that they can...

Classical Studies Research Study



THE PROCESS OF WORKING 
ON THE RESEARCH STUDY



Investigate

Research

Report

Review

Evaluate

THE PROCESS OF WORKING 
ON THE RESEARCH STUDY

Investigate a focused 
aspect of a topic 

selected from
the brief.

Adopt an approach to 
conduct research, 

consulting 
appropriate sources.

Review the process 
undertaken and reflect 

on learning and 
insights required.

Report on findings and 
conclusions arrived at 
through the process 

of research.

Evaluate what is 
revealed by the research 

process and 
make judgements.

Dead 
End

I’m 
lost!

Back on 
track



The Process of Working on 
the Research Study

Investigate

• Select an option from the brief.

• Identify a focus of enquiry to be pursued.

Research

• Develop an approach to the conduct of the 
research.

• Select a suite of relevant and reliable 
sources of information.

Evaluate and Report

• Develop a well-structured and coherent 
written account.

Review

• Reflect on new knowledge, insights, 
understanding and skills acquired.

NCCA, 2022, p.5-8 Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Guidance to support the Research Study.



Identifying Links to the Specification
Material Culture:

• Present a Research Study Report on the ways in which physical and visual evidence from the ancient world can
help us to better understand the staging of Roman gladiatorial games.

Literature:

• Present a Research Study Report on the portrayal of female characters (excluding goddesses) in Greek and/or 
Roman epic poetry.

History:

• Present a Research Study Report on key political events which followed the death of either Alexander the Great
or Julius Caesar. Candidates must limit their research to the twenty‐five year period after the death of their chos
en historical figure, although they may focus on a much shorter period of time if they wish.

Thought and Ideas:

• Present a Research Study Report on the work of any Greek or Roman Stoic philosopher and assess
the importance of their contribution to the Stoic school of philosophy.





Research Study Links to the Specification
Material Culture:

Present a Research Study Report on the ways in which physical and visual evidence from the ancient 
world can help us to better understand the staging of Roman gladiatorial games.



Learning Outcomes in the Research 
Study Process

Students should be able to demonstrate:

“research and process information that is relevant and 

meaningful to understanding or expanding on a topic related 

to the specification.”

Support from teachers may include:

“identifying what areas of the specification students may need to 

engage with in order to facilitate the choice of topics.”

NCCA, 2022, p.3 and p.15 Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Guidance to support the Research Study.



Changing 
Perspective

Image source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/



Sample Research Prescribed Topics
Material Culture:

• How the ongoing archaeological work at a site significant to the material culture of Ancient 
Greece or Rome can teach us about daily life in the ancient world.

Literature:

• Relationships between gods and mortals in ancient literature.

History:

• Military strategy used in ancient Greece and Rome (from Bronze Age to 4th century CE).

Thought and Ideas:

• Ethical dilemmas and moral philosophy from the classical world and its significance in 
contemporary life.



Sample Research Study 
Links to the Specification

First Steps

Topic: 

Learning Outcomes:

Sources:

Broad focus:



How to conduct research?
Selecting appropriate and reliable sources

“Appropriate sources could 
include books, journal articles, 
newspaper or magazine 
articles, websites, podcasts, 
blogs, interviews or television 
and radio documentaries.”

NCCA, 2022, p.7 Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Guidance to support the 
Research Study.



Sources - Padlet



Coffee Break 


