
Session 2
Evaluating sources, 
conducting research and 
finding a narrow focus for 
the Research Study Report



Learning Intentions

Consider how to evaluate sources 
as part of the research process.

Identify and examine strategies to 
conduct effective research.



Narrowing your Focus of Study



What strategies/methods have, or could you use 
to help students conduct effective research? 

“the approach should include the 
identification of aims that the student 
intends to achieve…the approach 
should also signal key research 
questions that the student intends to 
pursue and how they intend to 
pursue them.”
NCCA, 2022, p.7 Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Guidance to 
support the Research Study.



Other 
Voices

Click to listen

https://youtu.be/LFKfN2nsPTw


Gina summarised



Other 
Voices

What are the 
commonalities?



How do you support your students to 
evaluate sources?





Evaluating Sources

Who? 
When evaluating the reliability of information, it is 
important to examine the credibility and 
trustworthiness of the author. 

What? 
What type of source is it? Is it a book, journal 
article, newspaper or magazine articles, website, 
podcast, blog, interview or television and radio 
documentaries? 

Where? 
Where has the source come from? 

When?
When was the information, written, published, 
created, or released?

Why?
Why was the information 
written/created/published? Who is the intended 
audience? What are the motivations of the author 
to create, write or produce the information? 

How?
How accurate is the source? Evaluating sources 
requires a focus on accuracy and consistency.



Evaluating Sources
Who? Professor from The University of Edinburgh, 

School of History, Classics and Archaeology, 
previously UCD – website 

What? Peer reviewed Journal article from Classics 
Ireland, Vol.7 2000 p.51-60 one of many about 
the ancient world.

When? 2000

Where? Classics Ireland, Dublin, JSTOR, UCD

Why? 3rd level students, research purposes, outline 
the beginnings of stoicism

How? Verified some key dates and names mentioned 
in the article, Republic vs Plato’s Republic





Reading with Purpose

When undertaking research 
how might someone go about 
reading with purpose?





Reading with Purpose

Survey: abstract/introduction, conclusion, 
paragraphs, graphs, dates, italics, brackets

Questions: Where did the term stoic come from? 
How did stoicism begin? Why did stoicism begin? 
Who were the important players?

Read: read the whole article through

Review: going back over important pieces of text, 
highlighter, or areas of uncertainty

Recall: Write the answers to my questions, and retell 
in my own words, back to myself

Survey: Intro – yes, conclusion – yes, dates 330bc, 
republic, logos, Athens

Questions: Stoa, Zeno and his students(neutrality) 
in response to Plato and established philosophies, 
Cleanthus, Chrysippus, Antigonus, Persaeus and 
Philonides

Read: read the article regularly coming back to 
questions, highlighted. 

Review: Reviewed highlighted sections

Recall: answered my questions and told it back to 
myself





Narrowing your Focus of Study



Lunch
1-2pm


