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During Session 2 we will:

Plan a Unit of Learning for the Practical Classroom 

Examine the Visual Studies Framework
.

Explore the 6 Framework Elements 
.



Planning a Unit of Learning: Practical Classroom

What do you consider when 

planning a unit of learning for 

the practical classroom?



Teacher’s design and prepare in advance a sequence of learning 

tasks and activities suitable for the specific learning intentions of 

the lesson or series of lessons and use real-life, authentic 

situations, where appropriate. Lesson design and delivery is 

flexible to allow for emerging learning opportunities and to 

provide elements of choice for students.
Looking at Our Schools 2022, p. 30

Looking At Our Schools, 2022
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While the learning outcomes associated with each strand are set out separately 

this does not imply they are to be studied in isolation. The learner’s engagement 

and learning are optimised by a fully integrated experience of all three strands… 

The learning outcomes in Art cannot be fully achieved through the study of any 

content, or the experience of any skills, within any one single strand. 
Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p.12



Fictitious Class

School Background

Mixed Community School with Deis status

Mixed ability 5th year group of 22 students - from different cultural and social 

backgrounds. Most students had continued Art from junior cycle, 4 have taken Art for the 

first time at senior cycle. The students have a variety of interests (the school has a strong 

sports and music background)

This unit of learning will begin after Christmas and take 6/8 weeks to complete.

Planning a Unit of Learning
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Bridge Opening, Yasuji Inoue 1864-1889, Sketchbook details, Karen Conway, The 

Abode, Unusable Monument Series, Fiona Kelly, The Bedroom, Vincent Van Gogh



Bridge Opening, Yasuji Inoue 1864-1889, Sketchbook details, Karen Conway, The 

Abode, Unusable Monument Series, Fiona Kelly, The Bedroom, Vincent Van Gogh

As referenced in Advice for Students: Visual Studies. Teachers will assist 

students in selecting examples of art and artists. However, as student's 

progress in their studies and work, it is expected that this level of 

support around selecting artists and artworks will become more 

collaborative or that some of these decisions are taken solely by 

students.
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Leaving Certificate Art - Visual Studies

The study of the visual expressions of all aspects 

of culture, created by past, recent modern and 

contemporary societies, is called Visual Studies. 

By researching, creating and responding to work, 

students will learn to know and understand the 

work they make as well as works by other artists.

Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p. 13



Visual Studies Framework



A Closer Look: Visual Studies



Visual Studies Content Areas and the 
Related Sections of Focus  

For the written component one 

section of focus within Content 

Area 1 must be studied

For the written component one 

section of focus within Content 

Area 2 must be studied

For the written component 

students will study all sections 

of focus in Content Area 3

It should also be noted that Content Area 3, Today’s world, should 

not be seen in isolation and students need to be made aware that 

links can be formed with Content Areas 1 and 2, Europe and the 

wider world and Ireland and its place in the wider world. 
Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p. 29



The Framework Elements

6 Framework Elements 
Context 

Artists and Artworks
Analysis

Art Elements and Design Principles
Media and Areas of Practice

Innovation and Invention

Visual Studies Framework 
● Before the period/movement 
● The period/movement 
● After the period/movement

Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p. 24 - 
25 



Element Description

Context This is information that reveals more about the circumstances surrounding a period, movement, artist,

work, related works, artefact/s, setting, event, statement or idea, and which explains it in more detail.

This should include, where relevant, the historical, political, social, economic and ideological contexts

of the time. Students should consider how these inform their reading of an artwork and how contexts

impact on the appreciation of artists and the value of their work. Students should also learn to identify,

study and understand artworks in ways that speak to them.

In understanding the context of the period/movement being studied, it is also important that students

look at how patrons and agencies promote art and artists past and present. This will help students to

understand how and why the work became popular, why artworks are valuable, why some are curated

for exhibition and how this in turn affects how the work is viewed.

Students should also study a range of other examples of works that represent the visual culture that

existed around their chosen area/s of study. For example, and this list is not exhaustive, architecture,

landscape and urban/rural design, film, advertising, new media, UX design for websites or apps, fine

art, craft, design, photography, fashion and more.

The Framework Elements



Activity
Part 1: Each member at your table takes a 
framework element, consider the key 
learning that is occurring when engaging 
with this framework element

Part 2: Share the key learning with the wider 
group

Part 3: Create a variety of questions using 
the descriptive language of the framework 
elements with a section of focus in mind.
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