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Welcome

Leaving Certificate Art 

Welcome Back
Session 3



During Session 3 we will:

Investigate Visual Studies Content Area 1, 2 & 3 in relation to 

the written and practical component

Examine Content Area 3 Today’s World and the associated 
Sections of Focus 
.

Consider the revised Assessment Arrangements for Leaving 

Certificate Examination 2024

.



Activity

Step 1: Choose a section of focus 
you wish to work with from you 
assigned content area. 

Step 2: Select a movement/period 
or a recognised artist or artworks 
from your chosen section of focus 
to investigate.



Activity

Step 3: write your chosen section of focus and 

artist on a post it notes and place in the center 

of the poster

Step 4: Use the 6 Framework element to 

explore your period/movement or 

artist/artwork

Step 5: Record the learning that can be 

explored in each framework element on post it 

notes and place them  on your poster

During your investigation of the Section of Focus did you 

identify opportunities where it could be used to 

support/inform/influence the students practical work?



Content Area 3

Today's world broadly covers critical 

literacy and contextual inquiry to decode, 

decipher and make meaning from a range 

of art-led experiences that students can 

study locally, nationally, internationally or 

virtually.

Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p. 26



Today's World: Content Area 3 and its 

related Sections of Focus

Artists: Theory and Thinking

Art and the Environment 

Artists: Processes and Media

Art as Social Commentary or Commentator

Students should refer to the Visual Studies framework elements (Context, Artists and Artworks, Analysis, Art Elements 
and Design Principles, Media and Areas of Practice and Innovation and Invention) when studying content area 3.  

Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p. 29 



Artists: Theory and thinking

Artists: Processes and media

Art as Social Commentary or Commentator

Art and the environment 

Students should refer to the Visual Studies framework elements (Context, Artists and Artworks, Analysis, Art Elements and 
Design Principles, Media and Areas of Practice and Innovation and Invention) when studying content area 3. 

Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p. 29 

Activity



Today’s Word: Section of Focus

Section of 
Focus

Description 

Art and the 
environme
nt

This section of focus recognises the importance of the environment to artists and how it can be a 
primary source for inspiration and use as a medium in its own right. It also acknowledges that students 
are surrounded by their own local environment, which can be a source of inspiration. Art and the 
environment includes a range of artistic practices encompassing both historical depictions and traditional 
approaches to nature in art. More recent developments have seen environmental artwork that addresses 
social and political issues, which can include the use of the environment itself as the medium and/or the 
message. How an artist uses or responds to an environment reflects how they are often sensitive to 
questions such as the preservation of built heritage, cultural lives of people in the community, ecology 
and nature, etc. and recognise its importance to themes of identity. 

Using the Visual Studies Framework, the environment can be explored as a resource which sees artists 
often elaborate on the unique characteristics peculiar to that environment and enhance or comment on 
it in some way. Architecture, Land Art and the landscape itself, Street Art, Public Art, Environmental 
Design, urban/rural design, issues and ideas around Education for Sustainable Development, 
Consumer/Product Design, Interior Design, and even Online Environments are among many of the rich 
sources for visual research and study in this section of focus.





Today’s World: Sections of Focus

To varying degrees, all four sections are 
interconnected and should be referred to, where 
relevant.

Leaving Certificate Art Specification, p. 29

Are there connections between the four sections 
of focus?



Today’s World: Art-led Experiences

● Artists: Theory and thinking

● Artists: Processes and media

● Art as Social Commentary or 

Commentator

● Art and the environment

3. Today’s world

?

Street 
Art

?
360 

Tours

?
?

??
?

Gallery 
Visits



Themes: 
Political/Social/
Personal

As students learn more about Visual Studies, it may influence their own thinking 
and making.
Leaving Certificate Art Specification p. 13

The Visual Studies and the Practical Work



Overview of Assessment



Overview of Assessment



Areas of Practice

There are a range of 
areas of practice 
available within Art 
for learners to study.



The Written Examination

Written Examination

Today’s world                                            50 Marks

Europe and the wider world                      50 Marks

Ireland and its place in the wider world    50 Marks

ns in the Written Examination



Oide Art/Visual Art Post-Primary

Follow us on 
@Oide_Art_VisArt



Oide Creativity

Follow on X @Oide_Creativity

www.creativity.oide.ie



Thank you

Website           www.oide.ie
Contact            www.oide.ie
X                 @Oide_Art_VisArt
Resources          pdst.ie/post-primary/sc/art
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