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Cultivate critical and visual language in the 

context of written responses in art education.

Learning Intention for Session 3 



When do students get the opportunity to 

engage in writing about Art ?

Writing in the Art Classroom



1. Look closely at the 

photograph of the artwork.

2. Write down words which 

describe this artwork.

3. Don’t overthink it.

      

Writing Skills | Part 1 

3 mins



Write a short paragraph about 

the artwork using the words 

you've noted down.

Writing Skills | Part 2 

10 mins



1. Look at the following short 

video (1.15 minutes).

2. Note the art terms used by 

the speaker to describe this 

artwork.

Writing Skills | Part 3 

This support is 

available in the 

resources



Share what you have written 

with the person beside you.

Writing Skills | Part 4 

8 mins



Collaborate to write a short piece that responds to 

this artwork.

Before we write the short piece let’s co-construct 

success criteria.

You may find the sentence stems useful.

10 minutes

Writing Skills | Part 5 



Barrel

by Fergus Martin

Share your Response



Junior Cycle Key Skills Senior Cycle Key Skills

Key Skills  



Creative Habits of Mind

Adapted from the work of Lucas, Claxton and 

Spencer 2013



Junior Cycle Learning Outcomes

   Level 3

1.1 analyse their work, or that of another, 

using appropriate vocabulary and knowledge

1.2 respond to an artwork using critical and 

visual language

Level 2: PLU Communicating and 

literacy

1.4. Express personal opinions, facts and 

feelings appropriately

1.6. Listen to and respond to a range of 

stories

Leaving Certificate Strand Units 

and selected Learning Outcomes

1.1 Looking: use critical and visual language to 

describe an artwork

2.2 Contextual enquiries: apply the art elements 

and design principles in creating and evaluating 

their work

2.3 Process: develop, experiment with and edit 

their work

3.1 Analysis: discuss examples of Visual Studies 



Visual Literacy

What other approaches might you use to 

explicitly develop students’ visual literacy 

in the Art classroom?



Key Documents



Today’s Learning Intentions

Consider the building blocks of critical and visual language across the 

continuum of art education.

Explore the application of critical and visual language in student 

practical work to support assessment, teaching and learning.

Cultivate critical and visual language in the context of written 

responses in art education.



Silent Reflection    

What are the key 

takeaways from today that 

you will bring back to your 

classroom practice?

Hewson, L 2018, Reflation



Resources Used in Today’s Workshop

bit.ly/3M65U0s



Oide Art/Visual Art Post-Primary

Follow us on 
@Oide_Art_VisArt



Oide Creativity

Follow on X @Oide_Creativity

www.creativity.oide.ie



Yayoi Kusama, Yellow Pumpkin

Questions?

Breen, D 2022, Brainstorm, Ceadogán Rugmakers-Le



Thank you
info@oide.ie

 X  @Oide_Art_VisArt

 X  @Oide_Creativity

mailto:info@oide.ie
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