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Religious Education provides a particular space for students to encounter
and engage with the deepest and most fundamental questions relating to
life, meaning and relationships. It encourages students to reflect, question,
critique, interpret, imagine and find insight for their lives.

Religious Education Specification, Page 4.




Aims of Religious Education

‘develop knowledge, understanding, skills, attitudes and
values

enable young people to come to an understanding of religion
and its relevance to life, relationships, society and the wider
world

develop the students’ ability to examine questions of meaning,
purpose and relationships

help students understand, respect and appreciate people’s
expression of beliefs

facilitate dialogue and reflection on the diversity of beliefs
and values that inform responsible decision-making and
ways of living’.

Religious Education Specification, Page 5.
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We will...

« consider the role of discussion and active listening in the RE classroom
« explore strategies to support respectful dialogue and active listening
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Jamboard Activity

What are the opportunities and challenges when engaging with different

religious and non-religious world views in the RE classroom?

Opportunities? Challenges?

Religious Education
Professional Learning Booklet
222222222




World view is how one perceives and interprets the world and life
experiences. World views are coherent, historical and shared outlooks.

They can be religious or non-religious and can change over time in
response to experience.

Religious Education Specification, p.21.




Nobody Stands Nowhere

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Nobody Stands Nowhere Link ol



https://safeshare.tv/x/ss637a6131e7b80

Influences on World Views

Consider the different
factors that can influence

a person’s world view.
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Life is all about ‘Fuzzy Edges’ Oide

‘the inner diversity,"fuzzy-edgedness” and... the complexity of
cultural [and religious] expression’

Jackson, Rethinking Religious Education and Plurality (2004), page 87.




As students learn to live in an increasingly pluralistic world, Religious Education

has a critical role to play ... in providing opportunities for them to consider the
variety of religious beliefs found in Ireland and elsewhere.

It encourages respect and understanding of different beliefs, perspectives and

ways of living, including both the religious and non-religious response to human
experience.

Religious Education Specification, Page 4.




Discussion

How can | support
discussion about

world views iIn
my classroom? How can | encourage

my students to
actively listen to one
another?




Living our Values Activity

Learning Outcomes in Focus

1.3 engage with members of a faith community associated with one of the five major world religions
studied in the specification and show an appreciation of how the religious beliefs of the community
influence the day-to-day life of its members

1.11 research religious or other organisations, working at a national or international level to promote
justice, peace and reconciliation and consider how their work is an expression of their founding vision

3.1 examine different sources of values and ways in which the values of a person relate to their
everyday life choices, their relationships, and their responsibilities to others

3.9 synthesise and consider the insights gained about the norms, values and principles that inform
decision-making and actions in the lives of people




Living our Values

JuniorCYCLE
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time. The idea is
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“Human rights are inscribed in the hearts of people; they
id were there long before lawmakers drafted their first
A proclamation.”

hitps/theelders org/sites/default/files/elc
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We have chosen 5 people from different walks of life with different

world views, all of whom have made positive contributions to the
world. These people live out the values that are important to them.

JurnoréYCLE

Lorraine O Connor

“We've all faced so

JuniorCYCLE

The Dalai Lama

https://www.dalailama.com

ep

Religious Education

F ing Booklet

MUSLIM
SISTERS
OF EIRE




Open your eyes, Give your full
ears, heart, and mind attention to the

to what is being said : ‘ person speaking

Ask a question if you find
something confusing or if
you want to hear more




Reflection on Active Listening

From listening to your classmates choose two or more people from the list below and describe 2-4

values that are identified as being lived out in their work.

® Fr Peter McVerry:

e Mary Robinson:

e The Dalai Lama:

e Tomi Reichental:

e Lorraine O'Connor:

What made me feel that my group listened to me?

Religious Education
Professional Leaming Booklet

Page 7



Start.. Stop.. Continue..

Reflection on learning so far:

START STOP CONTINUE
Something | will start doing Something | will stop doing Something | will continue
doing

Page 14




Aims of Religious Education

‘develop knowledge, understanding, skills, attitudes and
values
enable young people to come to an understanding of
religion and its relevance to life, relationships, society and
the wider world
develop the students’ ability to examine questions of
meaning, purpose and relationships
help students understand, respect and appreciate people’s
expression of beliefs
facilitate dialogue and reflection on the diversity of
beliefs and values that inform responsible decision-
making and ways of living’.

Religious Education Specification, Page 5.
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We will ...

» explore how activating Student Voice enables effective participation in
the RE classroom

* model a learning experience which activates Student Voice




| Oide

Engage with
different religious RE should be
and non-religious inter-religious
worldviews

RE:

What did

\ students
A say?

"l>

Teachers to
provide accurate
information

Space for
dialogue and
discussion in
a safe space

Teachers to
manage conflicting
worldviews & truth
claims with agreed

procedures

Findings from the REDCO Report taken from
Background Paper to RE Specification, page 30.



The RE Specification
JUNIOR CYCLE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOMES

Reflection an

EXPRESSING BELIEFS EXPLORING QUESTIONS LIVING OUR VALUES

Enquiry

present the key religious beliefs of the five major
world religions found in Ireland todav

investigate two communities of faith that have a
significant presence in their locality/region (the
communities of faith chosen must be assodated
with two of the five major world religions studied
in the specification)

engage WItn mempers Of a Tanmn COmmuny
assodated with one of the five major world
religions studied in the spedfication and show an
apprediation of how the religious beliefs of the
community influence the day-to-day life of its
members

investigate how Christianity has contributed to
Irish culture and heritage

explore the presence of religious themes in
contemporary culture through an examination of
art, music, literature or film

examine and appreciate how people give
expression to religious belief in religious rituals, in
formal places of worship and other sacred spaces
discuss the significance of non-religious
rituals/celebrations for people’s lives

describe the role of prayer in the lives of people of
faith

explain what was involved in the development of
a particular sacred text within a major world
religion and consider its continued significance for
the lives of haliovors

discuss the importance of dialogue and interaction
between major world religions and within major
world religions in promoting peace and
recondiliation in the world today

research religious or OtNer OTganiSations, WOorKing
at a national or international level to promote
justice, peace and reconciliation and consider how
their work is an expression of their founding vision
synthesise and consider the insights gained about
how people express and live out their beliefs,
religious or otherwise

Exploration

research artistic, architectural or archaeological
evidence that shows ways in which people have
searched for meaning and purpose in life

consider responses from one major world religion
and from a non-religious world-view to some big

questions about the meaning of life, such as, why
are we here? How should we live? What happens

when we die?

expiore how ditfferent narratives/stories, religious
and non-religious, express an understanding of
creation/the natural world, and consider their
meaning and relevance for today

research and present the understanding of the
Divine found in two major world religions drawing
upon their origins in sacred texts and/or other
sources of authority

create a biography of a founder or early followers of
a major world religion, using religious and historical
sources of information

construct a timeline of one major world religion,
making reference to key people, times of
expansion and times of challenge

explore how the religious teachings of a major
world religion address an issue of concem for the
world today

present stories of individuals or of groups in the
history of two major world religions that have had
a positive impadt on the lives of people because of
their commitment to living out their beliefs

describe how the faith of a believer can change at
different stages in life

synthesise and consider the insights gained about
how people with different religious beliefs and
other interpretations of life respond to questions of
meaning purpose and relationships

| Oide

3.1 examine different sources of values and ways in

which the values of a person relate to their everyday
life choices, their relationships, and their
responsibilities to others

reflect upon and discuss what it means to be moral,
why people living in society need to be moral and
what are the influences on and sources of authonty
for a person’s moral dedsion-making

examine a moral code in two of the five major worid
religions and discuss how each code could influence

moral decision-making for believers

investigate what living a morally good life means
with reference to two major world religions and
compare with a non-religious world view

examine how a moral dedasion-making process can
help a person decide what is right and wrong in an
everyday life situation

debate a moral issue that anses in their lives and
consider what influences two different viewpoints
on the issue

research the understanding of compassion, justice,
peace and recondliation found in two major world
religions and ways in which these understandings

can be seen in action

explain how an understanding of care for the earth
found in a major world refigion promotes the
wellbeing of all people and the planet and discuss
its relevance for today

synthesise and consider the insights gained about
the norms, values and prinaples that inform
decision-making and actions in the lives of people



RE teachers on how they activate and integrate Student Voice in formative assessment
practices they use.
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Activating Student Voice (7 | oide

Sharing and
understanding

Learning
Intentions &
Success Criteria

Activating

Can we Effective
students ?S _ _ Questioning &
resources for identify examples Discussion

h |
EMSEVES of where Student

Voice could be
activated in each
pillar?

Activating

students as Formative

Religious Education
Professional Leaming Booklet
2023-2024

resources for one Feedback

another

i

Embedding Formative Assessment, Wiliam & Leahy (2015), page 4. Page 8



Student Voice

o How can Student
Voice be supported In

the RE classroom? Active
Voice?

Passive

Voice?

,/’




Multiple Means of Expression

‘Voice can be articulated in a variety of ways, and it is not just restricted to
the spoken word. It Is imperative that thought be given to multiple means
of expression, as well as the silent voice in the setting

Harmon, Meaningfully capturing the voice of children in research: Applying the Lundy Model of
Participation in the Classroom (2020), page 3.




Benefits o Photovoice

,ﬁcessible:

many students have
access to cameras and

/ : actively create and
~ Springboard:

_ archive digital images
Images can be used to

support further
discussion, engagement
and learning on the topic

jp—

Connection: Student-led:
connects to the world of Meaningful engagement: students actively choose

each student the images are meaningful their own images
to the students,

representing each student’s
beliefs and perspectives on
the topic

Activates:
develops all voices in the
classroom — the silent,
passive and active voice




Learning Outcomes

3.4 Investigate what living a
morally good life means with
reference to two major world
religions and compare with a
non-religious world view

3.6 debate a moral issue that
arises in their lives and
consider what influences two
different viewpoints on the
issue

3.7 research the
understanding of compassion,
justice, peace and
reconciliation found in two
major world religions and
ways in which these
understandings can be seen
in action

Key Learning

Students will

» explore their own
perspectives on the moral
iIssue of poverty

« understand what the
sacred text of each religion
teaches followers about
poverty

* understand how a
humanist perspective on
poverty can be informed by
Article 25 of the UN
Declaration of Human
Rights

e appreciate the
perspectives of fellow Irish
students from a diversity of
traditions

L1LP and L2LP

<

P

R T

Students will

« explain what followers are
taught about poverty in
each of the traditions

« craft questions they would
like to ask Irish students
from a diversity of
traditions

« research and report one
religious or non-religious
charitable organisation
that responds to the moral
issue of poverty

E3 produce a piece of work for display
A6 listen to and respond to a range of stories

Learning Experiences

Students will

« complete the Snowflake
activity on poverty

« attend a virtual Student
Conference on Global
Poverty

* engage with extracts from
sacred texts and Article 25
of the UN Declaration on
Human Rights

 choosetwo religious
traditions to study in more
depth and report their
findings in a format of
their choice

Reflection

poverty

Reflect how the Golden Rule might apply when we consider global

' | Oide

Effective Planning for Teaching, Learning & Assessment (|




Effective Planning for Teaching, Learning & Assessment

l Oide
Re e

A T

Learning Experiences

Students will

« complete the Snowflake
activity on poverty

« attend a virtual Student
Conference on Global
Poverty

* engage with extracts from
sacred texts and Article 25
of the UN Declaration on
Human Rights

 choosetwo religious
traditions to study in more
depth and report their
findings in a format of
their choice

AG listen to and respond to a range of stories

L1LP and L2LP E3 produce a piece of work for display

Reflection




Focus on Learning Experiences (I | Oide

Changing the world for the
better requires practical

You don't have to believe in R
God to make the world a better Room 2
place

action

OR DELIGHTFUL TO ME MUST ALSO BE
TO HIM ALSO; AND A STATE THAT IS
NOT PLEASING OR DELIGHTFUL TO
I

hen your brother begins to slip into pove
and his hand becomes shaky next to you,
strengthen him even though he may be a
stranger or sojourner, so that he may live witl
you. Do not take from him interest or increase

And give full measure when you
measure, and weigh with an even
balance. That is the best [way]

The world is wealthy

enough that nobody
should be poor

ibest i It Q 5 > his debt, and fear your God; and your brother
Being willing to share what you i asiie will live with you.
Map the extent to .- have is a difficult struggle Leviticus 25:35-36

which you agree with
each statement

[the closer to the
statement, the more
you agree with it]
Poverty is an issue of justice,
not charity

We must all make sacrifices to
tackle global inequality and poverty

It is a government’s job to
ensure that no one lives in
poverty

Religious Education

Professional Leamning Booklet
2023-2024




Oide

You don’t have to believe in a
god to make the world a better
place

Changing the world for the
better requires practical
action

The world is wealthy
enough that nobody
should be poor

Being willing to share what you

Map the extent to have is a difficult struggle

which you agree with
each statement

[the closer to the
statement, the more
you agree with it]

Poverty is an issue of justice, [ oide
not charity

We must all make sacrifices to
tackle global inequality and poverty

Religious Education
Professional Leamning Booklet
2023-2024

It is a government’s job to Changing the world for
ensure that no one lives in the better requires

poverty religious faith Page 0




Focus on Learning Experiences

You don’t have to believe in a
god to make the world a better
place

The world is wealthy
enough that nobody
should be poor

Poverty is an issue of justice,
not charity

It is a government’s job to
ensure that no one lives in
poverty

Map the extent to
which you agree with
each statement

[the closer to the
statement, the more
you agree with it]

| Oide

Changing the world for the
better requires practical
action

Being willing to share what you

have is a difficult struggle

We must all make sacrifices to
tackle global inequality and poverty

Religious Education
Professional 1 Learnk ing Booklet
2023-2024

Changing the world for

the better requires Page 9
religious faith



You don’t have to believe in a
god to make the world a better
place

Changing the world for the
better requires practical . “OR A STATE THAT IS NOT PLEASANT
action . ) OR DELIGHTFUL TO ME MUST ALSO BE
20 TO HIM ALSO; AND A STATE THAT 1S
NOT PLEASING OR DELIGHTFUL TO
HOW coULD L INFLICT THAT

And give full measure when you and his hand becomes shaky next to you,
measure, and weigh with an even strengthen him even though he may be a
stranger or sojourner, so that he may live witl

balance. That is the best [WIY] you. Do not take from him interest or increase!

The world is wealthy X and best in result. Qur'an 17:35 his debt, and fear your God; and your brother
enough that nobody 2 will live with you.
should be poor Leviticus 25:35-36

Being willing to share what you

Map the extent to have is a difficult struggle

which you agree with
each statement

[the closer to the
statement, the more
you agree with it]

Poverty is an issue of justice,
not charity

We must all make sacrifices to
tackle global inequality and poverty

It is a government’s job to
ensure that no one lives in
poverty

Religious Education
Professional Leamning Booklet
2023-2024
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Focus on Learning Experiences lOide

T'OR A STATE THAT IS NOT PLEASANT
OR DELIGHTFUL TO ME MUST ALSO BE
TO HIM ALSO; AND A STATE THAT IS
NOT PLEASING OR DELIGHTFUL TO
ME, HOW couLp I INFLICT THAT

hen your brother begins to slip into poverty
And give full measure when you and his hand becomes shaky next to you,

measure, and weig,h with an even strengthen him even though he may be a
istranger or sojourner, so that he may live with

balance. That is the best [W‘Y] ou. Do not take from him interest or increase

o ’ his debt, and fear your God; and r brother
and best in result. Qur’an 17:35 4 you

will live with you.
Leviticus 25:35-36
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~__ Whatis the learning at the heart of this conference?

) This conference will help you to: . e )
| ' e understand what the sacred text of each religion '
poe teaches their followers about poverty
e understand how a humanist perspective on poverty — "
can be informed by Article 25 of the UN \
Declaration of Human Rights
e appreciate the perspectives of fellow Irish students
from a diversity of traditions
Visit rooms 1 and 2. Read the text behind each symbol and
listen to the accompanying audio clip.

. . | |
T ey [ Student Conference on Global Poverty }—J o T g

- — e —a __.). -—

—— e — e 4...-',______‘____7___ i — — ———— =

4
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Focus on Learning Experiences

YtLutdon tkhat\;\e to beigev:l;\ta Changing the world for the =
od to make the world a better :
& place better.requires practical X "OR A STATE THAT IS NOT PLEASANT
\ . action . ‘ ¥ OR DELIGHTFUL TO ME MUST ALSO RE
ive full b NG A S e TO HIM ALSO; AND A STATE THAT IS
And give measure when you 2
giv and his hand .be:omes shaky next to you, B i i o o
measure, and weigh with an even strengthen him even though he may be a ME, HOW COULD. T INELICT THAT
ranger or sojourner, so that he may live witl i
balance. That is the best [way] lyou. Do not take From him interest or increase!
The world is wealth . his debt, and fear your God; and your brother
\ and best in result. Qur’an 17:35 % L
will live with you.

enough that nobody ENS p k - (. s
should be poor B P Being w""mg Fo_share what you Leviticus 25:35-36
Map the extent to Sar” have is a difficult struggle

which you agree with
each statement

[the closer to the
statement, the more
you agree with it]

Poverty is an issue of justice, |8
not charity i : 7
) \ We must all make sacrifices to
tackle global inequality and poverty

It is a government’s job to
ensure that no one lives in
poverty
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The Lundy Model of Child Participation

Children must Children must
be given safe, be facilitated
inclusive to express

opportunities to A their view
form and

express their The right to
Views X express views

Therightto
have views
given due weight

The view must
The view must be ' be acted upon

listened to as appropriate

Ireland's National Strategy on Children and Young People's Participation in Decision-
Making, Lundy, (2015-2020), Page 2.



Start.. Stop.. Continue..

Reflection on learning so far:

START STOP CONTINUE
Something | will start doing Something | will stop doing Something | will continue
doing

Page 14




Session 3: Learning Intentions

We will ...
« explore the action verbs Discuss and Debate within the RE
Specification

« plan collaboratively for activating Student Voice in the RE classroom




Oide

Action Verbs to activate Student Voice (F

Student voice

Discuss Debate



The RE Specification

lUNIOR CYCLE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOMES

present the key religious beliefs of the five major
world religions found in Ireland today

investigate two communities of faith that have a
significant presence in their locality/region (the
communities of faith chosen must be assodated
with two of the five major world religions studied
in the specification)

engage with members of a faith community
assocated with one of the five major world
religions studied in the spedfication and show an
appredation of how the religious beliefs of the
community influence the day-to-day life of its
members

investigate how Christianity has contributed to
Irish culture and heritage

explore the presence of religious themes in
contemporary culture through an examination of
art, music, literature or film

examine and appreciate how people give
expression to refigious belief in religious rituals, in
formal places of worshin and other sacred snaces
discuss the significance of non-religious
rituals/celebrations for people’s lives

describe the role ot prayer in the lives ot peopie of
faith

explain what was involved in the development of
a particular sacred text within a major world
religion and consider its continued significance for
the lives of believers

discuss the importance of dialogue and interaction
between major world religions and within major
world religions in promoting peace and
recondiliation in the world today

1S PSS U S VIS, U
at a national or international level to promote
justice, peace and reconciliation and consider how
their work is an expression of their founding vision
synthesise and consider the insights gained about
how people express and live out their beliefs,
religious or otherwise

research artistic, architectural or archaeological
evidence that shows ways in which people have
searched for meaning and purpose in life

consider responses from one major world religion
and from a non-religious world-view to some big

questions about the meaning of life, such as, why
are we here? How should we live? What happens
when we die?

explore how different narratives/stories, religious
and non-religious, express an understanding of
creation/the natural world, and consider their
meaning and relevance for today

research and present the understanding of the
Divine found in two major world religions drawing
upon their origins in sacred texts and/or other
sources of authority

create a biography of a founder or early followers of
a major world religion, using religious and historical
sources of information

construct a timeline of one major world religion,
making reference to key people, times of
expansion and times of challenge

explore how the religious teachings of a major
world religion address an issue of concemn for the
world today

present stories of individuals or of groups in the
history of two major world religions that have had
a positive impad on the lives of people because of
their commitment to living out their beliefs

describe how the faith of a believer can change at
different stages in life

synthesise and consider the insights gained about
how people with different religious beliefs and
other interpretations of life respond to questions of
meaning, purpose and relationships

3.1

examine different sources of values and ways in
which the values of a person relate to their everyday
life choices, their relationships, and their
responsibilities to others

reflect upon and discuss what it means to be moral
why people living in society need to be moral and
what are the influences on and sources of authority
for a person’s moral decision-making

examine a moral code In two of the tive major woric
religions and discuss how each code could influence
moral deasion-making for believers

investigate what living a morally good life means
with reference to two major world religions and
compare with a non-religious world view

examine how a moral dedsion-making process can
help a person decide what is right and wrong in an
everyday life situation

debate a moral issue that anses in their lives and
consider what influences two different viewpoints
on the issue

research the understanding of compassion, justice,
peace and reconciliation found in two major world
religions and ways in which these understandings
can be seen in action

explain how an understanding of care for the earth
found in a major world religion promotes the
wellbeing of all people and the planet and discuss
its relevance for todav

synthesise and consider the insights gained about
the norms, values and prindples that inform
deasion-making and actions in the lives of people




Action Verb: Debate

Debate:
S DGRl el el el SR E IS set out a viewpoint or argument on a

arisesn theirhvesancconsicer Kl oSl gela R sl ¢ s lel<Te] o] [SHgEAYE

the influences of two different different views, supporting one’s
stance with evidence.

VIeWpOIHtS on the ISSU€E Religious Education Specification , Page 22.

Note: not all moral issues are appropriate for debate

How do we identify moral issues relevant in the lives of our
students?

How do we support students to explore different views on moral
Issues?

'How do we develop students’ ability to support their stance with
evidence?




Action Verb: Discuss

LO 1.7 discuss the significance of non-religious
rituals/celebrations for people’s lives

LO 1.10 discuss the importance of dialogue and interaction
between major world religions and within major world religions
In promoting peace and reconciliation in the world today

"LO 3.2 reflect upon and discuss what it means to be moral,
why people living in society need to be moral and what are the
influences on and sources of authority for a person’s moral
decision-making

LO 3.3 examine a moral code in two of the five major world
religions and discuss how each code could influence moral
decision-making for believers

—

LO 3.8 explain how an understanding of care for the earth

found in a major world religion promotes the wellbeing of all
people and the planet and discuss its relevance for today

Discuss:
examine different ts,
perspectives or opinions on a
topic and then come to their
own conclusion/ viewpoint,
supported by appropriate
evidence or reasons.

Religious Education Specification, Page 22.
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Who are the Silent, What will the
Passive, Active students:

Ongoing Assessment:
How will I and the
students know learning is
taking place?

voices in this class know?
group? understand?
be able to do?
value?

Practices suggested

Student voice today:

'~|011 3""

Discuss Debate

« Sharing Learning
Intentions in student-

Planning to activate Student
Voice

friendly language
Co-creating the Success
Criteria with my students
Effective questioning to

@' » support discussion of
Learning and teaching Plan with activating Student meaning and depth

activities

o : Peer review of learnin
Voice in mind 9

Q = Reflective learning logs




Consider opportunities where students will participate
In informed discussion or debate:
o How can respectful dialogue and active listening be

Learning and fostered?

teaChmg Consider including an inter-religious focus:

activities o Can students be offered a choice of different
religious and non-religious perspectives to support

the learning?
Student voice ~

. Consider all voices in the RE classroom:
- ...' o What methodologies and strategies would ensure
3 L

there is adequate access and challenge to meet each

student’s needs?

Discuss Debate




Today’s Learning Activities (!

e have chosen 5 people from different walks of life with differ
rorld views, all of whom have made positive contributions to t|
irld. These people live out the values that are important to the

Session 1:

-Jamboard discussion
- Nobody Stands

Nowhere stimulus on
world views

-Living our Values
Activity

-Reflection on Active
Listening

hen you

balance. That is the best [way]

Session 2;

-Research findings on
Student Voice & RE

-Activating Student Voice
through Formative
Assessment Activity

- The Snowflake Activity

- Student Conference on
Global Poverty Activity

Session 3:

- Bring Discuss and
Debate in Focus

- Considerations when
planning to activate
Student Voice in the RE
classroom
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Breakout Room: 3-2-1 Reflection ()

20 minutes
Based on your Start, Stop, Continue reflections throughout the day,

with your RE colleagues, discuss:

3 aspects of formative assessment that we can further develop to
support the activation of Student Voice in our classroom practice

2 learning and teaching activities which activate Student Voice

that | could apply to my classroom practice

—

1 step we will take as a department based on today’s learning




X @Oide RE

https://oide.ie/contact/
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