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Learning together we will…

• explore the sourcing, editing and creation of backing 
tracks to support students’ practical performance

• consider how the creation of a suite of DLT tools can 
support learning, teaching and assessment   



LC Music Information Note 2024 JC Music Memorandum 2024

Key Documents



• Solo performing with a backing track

• Solo Singing to Own Accompaniment  

No backing track

• Singing/Playing as a member of a group 

Melody must be live

• Using original recording with vocal line 

removed

Teacher Talk – Any Questions?

SEC Memorandum and Information Notes 2024



• Compile and play to own backing track
• At least 32 bars long
• At least 3 parts for HE1T (1 part for H1T)
• Describe the process: Computer? Sequencer? Live Musicians?
• Number of tracks
• Instruments or sounds chosen for each track and reasons for choice
• Difficulties (if any) encountered e.g., with balance
• Play the backing track
• Perform to the backing track

Leaving Certificate HE1T



Common File Types for Music

Audio files = Sound

• Uncompressed: wav, aiff

• Compressed: mp3, m4a

MIDI and MusicXML = Data (Note, Rhythm etc.,)

• Midi files (.mid)

• MusicXML files (.mxl or .musicxml)



• WAV/AIFF audio format stores uncompressed audio data. There is no loss of audio 
quality using this format and it can be easily edited and processed

• MP3 audio format reduces the file size by omitting data from the file. It is useful when 
storing large quantities of music without taking up too much storage space and has 
adequate quality

• M4A audio format has a higher quality than mp3. Programs that open M4A files 
include iTunes, QuickTime, and Windows Media Player

• MIDI unlike wav/aiff, mp3 or m4a do not contain any audio but communicate data such 
as notes, rhythms, velocities etc. Midi instructs connected devices like computers or 
synthesizers to generate music. They are useful for playing compositions on a 
computer or digital instrument

• MusicXML are sheet music files that can be opened in and shared between notation 
software such as Musescore, Finale, Sibelius, Flat.io etc.

File Types for Music explained



Where can we source backing tracks? 

• https://www.icla.ie/licences/primary-and-post-primary-
schools-licences 

Irish Copyright Licensing Agency

https://www.icla.ie/licences/primary-and-post-primary-schools-licences
https://www.icla.ie/licences/primary-and-post-primary-schools-licences


• Tracks can be downloaded - not streamed

• Paid subscription required

• Not accessible as an mp3/wav to be edited

• Played only from the app

• Organise backing tracks in playlists

Sourcing Non-editable Backing Tracks



• Track can be purchased outright, downloaded and 
then edited

Sourcing Editable Backing Tracks



Teacher Talk

Share another source 
for backing tracks that 

has supported practical 
performance in your 

classroom



• Uploading/Opening
• Trim
• Fade In/Out
• Cut/Copy/Paste
• Change Key
• Change Tempo
• Adjust volume
• Export Garageband

Editing Backing Tracks – mp3/m4a/wav



Moises.ai
• Upload mp3/m4a of original track
• Mute or solo any combination of instruments (vocals, 

guitar, bass, drums, ‘other’ only in free version)
• Change key/tempo
• Export backing track

Creating Backing Tracks 
Using Original mp3/m4a Recordings



www.karaoke-version.com 

• Instruments?

• Key?

• Tempo?

• Export

Creating Backing Tracks 
Using Custom Karaoke Tracks

http://www.karaoke-version.com/


Teacher Talk

What learning does the 
sourcing, editing and 

creating of backing tracks 
support for our students?



• Create your own in Notation Software or a DAW

• Oide Music Ensemble Scores - MIDI or MusicXML

• Download from sites such as musescore.com, cpdl.org, 
songgalaxy.com, thesession.org, freemidi.org

Sourcing MIDI and MusicXML files



Teacher Talk

Share another source for 
MIDI or MusicXML files 

that has supported 
practical performance in 

your classroom



• Open/Import your MIDI or MusicXML 
file in your chosen notation software

• Arrange the track e.g., add a count-in, 
change the key

• Mute the instrument(s) that will play 
solo against the backing track

• Export the track in your required 
audio format

Creating Backing Tracks 
Using MIDI or MusicXML Files



Teacher Talk

What learning does the 
creation of backing tracks 
using MIDI and MusicXML 

files support for our students?



Tour of the Interface



• Import a MIDI file 
• Tidy up the MIDI file
• Set up audio tracks
• Record audio
• Balance the tracks
• Export an audio file
• Consider other possibilities

Creating Backing Tracks 
Combining Computer Generated Audio with Live Audio



Teacher Talk

What learning does the 
creation of backing tracks 
using notation software 

and/or a DAW support for 
our students?



Guide to Cross-Platform Hardware & Software

What technology 
corresponds to 

your school 
context?



Enhancing Communication
Translation/Dictation Tools



Music Teacher Tech Toolkit, Why?

Notation
• create music notation and scores from scratch
• import music notation files from other sources
• adapt music notation to suit your students
• playback music notation files and export the sound as an audio file
• support students’ composition, listening and performing skills and 

music literacy

Audio
• Recorder/Voice Memo Apps - to quickly capture performances or 

found sounds
• Audio Editor – to record, edit and process audio files e.g., trim, 

fade in/out, pitch change
• DAW – to record, edit and process audio and MIDI files and to 

arrange
• to support students’ composition, listening and performing skills

Video
• explore film music, music and image and graphic scores
• capture performances
• demonstrate practical skills and other learning
• share examples of performances to support listening

Learning and Teaching
• support Formative Assessment
• communicate in multiple languages
• share information and resources that support learning
• report on learning and teaching
• provide multiple means of engagement, representation and action 

& expression
• source supports, resources, musical examples
• support planning and administrative tasks



YOUR Music Teacher Tech Toolkit

Notation? Audio?

Video? Learning & 
Teaching?

What software do I currently 

have in my tech toolkit?

What works well?

What else might I use this 

software for?



Thank you 
for your 

engagement

Spring Sessions
Tuesday, 09th April 2024


