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Who is Oide?

Oide is a new Department of 

Education support service for 

schools, officially launched on 

September 1st, 2023. The service 

is the result of the integration of 

CSL, JCT, NIPT, and PDST, 

bringing together a wealth of 

expertise and resources to better 

support our education system.



Support for Art/ Visual Art 

www.jct.ie www.pdst.ie

www.oide.ie



Meet the team

&

Associate teachers from around the 

country

Gemma Tierney

Senior Leader

Melissa Murphy

Prof essional Learning 

Leader

Stephanie Hodgers

Prof essional Learning 

Leader

Kathleen McCormack 

Prof essional  Learning 

Leader

Orla Doy le

Prof essional Learning 

Leader



Overview of Today’s Seminar

Plan a unit of learning for the Visual Studies Content Areas

Examine the development of student critical and 

creative thinking

Explore student engagement and participation throughout 

the creative process



Leaving Certificate Art
Session 1



During this session we will…

Consider Learning Outcomes for Visual Studies 

Content Areas

Plan a unit of learning for the Visual Studies 

Content Areas



Planning for the Practical Classroom  

Assessment​
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Sources
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Learning
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Learning 
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What do you want 

students to learn? 



Teacher’s design and prepare in advance a sequence of 

learning tasks and activities suitable for the specific learning 

intentions of the lesson or series of lessons and use real-life, 

authentic situations, where appropriate. Lesson design and 

delivery is flexible to allow for emerging learning 

opportunities and to provide elements of choice for 

students.

Looking at Our Schools, p. 30

Looking At Our Schools



Planning for Visual Studies Content Areas 

What factors do 

we need to 

consider? 



Planning for Visual Studies: Content Areas
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The Learning Outcomes
Learning Outcomes

Strand Units



The Learning Outcomes
Learning Outcomes

Strand Units

Respond

Strand Units
Students learn 
about

Learning Outcomes
Student should be able to

3.3 Impact and 
Value

● value their own work and the work of others
● argue the merits of a work using appropriate 

contextual information
● experience art through sensory and/or emotional 

responses



The Learning Outcomes

Activity

1. Read through the Learning Outcomes 

2. Select Learning Outcomes that could 

be used to plan for Visual Studies 

Content Areas

3. Tick the selected Learning Outcomes



The Learning Outcomes

While the learning outcomes associated with each strand are set 

out separately this does not imply they are to be studies in 

isolation. The learner's engagement and learning are optimised by 

a fully integrated experience of all three strands... The learning 

outcomes in Art cannot be fully achieved through the study of any 

content, or the experience of any skills, within one single strand.

Leaving certificate Art Specification, p.12



Modelling a Unit of Learning

Fictitious Class

School Background: Mixed Community School with DEIS status

Mixed ability 5th year group of 22 Students - from different cultural and social 

backgrounds. 

Most students had continued Art from junior cycle, 4 have taken art for the 

first time at senior cycle. 

This unit of learning will begin after Christmas and take 3 weeks to complete.



Modelling a Unit of Learning

Fictitious Class

School Background: Mixed Community School with DEIS status

Mixed ability 5th year group of 22 Students - from different cultural and social 

backgrounds. 

Most students had continued Art from junior cycle, 4 have taken art for the 

first time at senior cycle. 

This unit of learning will begin after Christmas and take 3 weeks to complete.

Strand Strand Unit
Students learn about

Learning Outcome
Students should be able to

Research 1.1 Looking recogonise an art style and identify relevant features

use critical and visual language to describe an artwork

Create 2.4 Realisation/
Presenting

communicate the meaning and context of chosen work

Respond 3.1 Analysis

3.3 Impact and value

recognise the artistic thinking and elements in their own work 
and that of others

argue the merits of a work using appropriate contextual 
information



Content Area 2 
Pre Christian

Stone Age

Success Criteria
Presentation
Questioning

3 Weeks

All 6 Framework Elements

PowerPoint
Presentations
Practical work

Cross-curricular 
opportunities

Multiple means
of Engagement,
Representation & 
Action /Expression
Achieveable and 
Accessable to All

Strands

Strand Units

Learning 

Outcomes

Inclusive

Practices

Content Area/

Section of 

FocusPeriod/

Movement

Artist

Artworks

Framework

Elements

Learning 

Experiences

Assessment 
for Learning

Duration

Planning for Visual Studies Content Areas



● Romanesque and Gothic(c. 

1000 – 1500s) 

● The Renaissance –Proto, Early, 

High Renaissance & Mannerism 

(c. 1300 – 1600s)

● Baroque (c. 1600 – 1700s)

● Realism, Impressionism and 

Post-Impressionism (c. 1850 –

1900s)

● Modernism (c. 1900 – 1960s)

● Post 1960

1. Europe & the wider world

● Pre-Christian (c. 4,000 BCE –

500 CE)

● Insular (c. 500 – 1100s)

● Late Medieval Architecture and 

Art (c. 1100 – 1550s)

● Georgian period (c. 1720 –

1800s)

● Irish Art and Modernism         

(c. 1880 – c. 1960s)

● Post 1960

2. Ireland & its place in the 
wider world

For the written component one section of focus within content area 1 

AND one section of focus  within content area 2 must be studied.

For the written component, all section of focus, in Content Area 3 must 

be studied.

● Artists: Theory and thinking

● Artists: Processes and media

● Art as Social Commentary or 

Commentator

● Art and the Environment

3. Today’s world

Visual Studies Content Areas and the 
Related Sections of Focus  



Planning a Unit of Learning 

e  Mimetic House, Dominic Stevens, JFOC Architects

Activity    

1. Select and agree on a fictious class

2. Consider what do you want the 

students to learn? 

3. Select and agree on Learning 

Outcomes?

4. Identify a Content Area and Section of 

Focus

5. Plan and record the Unit of Learning 

6. Nominate a speaker to feedback
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