
Vocabulary

The Wonder of Words
Draíocht na bhFocal



Interaction from Participants

Questions

If you have a question during the webinar, 

please type in your question to the chat 

box.

Evaluation Form End of session

All resources referenced will be linked to the Padlet 

which accompanies this webinar.



Oral Language 



Reading 



Writing



____ the race!

Will you ____ the raffle?

Thin paint can ____!

Will they ____ in the election?

Watch the dog ____!

____ the car!

Will you ____ an errand?

(Department of Education WA, 2013)

What does it mean to know a word?
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What does it mean to know a word?
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Social Constructivist 

/ Sociocultural 

Theories

Psycholinguistic 

Theories

Dual Coding 

Theory
Motivation Theory

Educational Theories and Vocabulary Instruction

Source: Black & Wright, 2024



Educational Theories and Vocabulary Instruction

Source: Black & Wright, 2024

Knowledge is constructed 

through social interaction 

A reader’s background 

knowledge interacts with text 

structure and processing skills 

to produce comprehension.

Connecting verbal and non-

verbal through multisensory 

activities

Foster intrinsic motivation by 

providing choice and 

autonomy. Cultivate interest 

or curiosity about a topic



Educational Theories and Vocabulary Instruction

Source: Black & Wright, 2024

Students engage 

cooperatively with teachers 

and/or peers to define and 

discuss new vocabulary

Vocabulary instruction involves 

exploring morphology, matching 

synonyms and antonyms, concept 

mapping and activating prior 

knowledge

Multisensory approaches include 

using visuals, drawing pictures, 

charades, finding real world 

examples and using actions or 

sounds

Use of word-learning games, 

technology, working from 

children’s interests and 

developing independence



Fostering Word 

Consciousness

Teaching Individual 

Words

Teach Word Learning 

Strategies

Provide Rich and Varied 

Language Learning  

Experiences

A Four-Part Vocabulary Programme

(Graves, 2016)



Fostering Word 

Consciousness



The idea of an energised verbal environment is to have 

words in play nearly all  of the time; …a classroom where 

words are constantly being noticed, investigated, celebrated 

and  savoured 

(Beck, Mc Keown and Kucan, 2013 ).

Energising the Verbal Environment



Fostering Word Consciousness



Fostering Word Consciousness



Aware of Word Use 

Interested in Words

Develop Word Awareness

Seeding the Environment with 

Words

Alert to Words



Riddles

Icebreaker Riddles

Seeding the Environment with Words

Source: NCSE Talk Time

https://icebreakerideas.com/riddles-for-kids/


Riddles

Icebreaker Riddles

Seeding the Environment with Words

The English Alphabet

3         7           8

Source: NCSE Talk Time

https://icebreakerideas.com/riddles-for-kids/


Riddles

Icebreaker Riddles

Seeding the Environment with Words

The English Alphabet

3         7           8

Tongue Twisters / Rabhlóga

Source: NCSE Talk Time

https://icebreakerideas.com/riddles-for-kids/


Seeding the Environment with Words

Hink Pinks

Unhappy father    ______  _______sad dad

Paperback thief   ______    ______book crook

Lengthy tune          ______    _____long song

https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/brainteasers/hink-pink-a_WQRWN.pdf


Seeding the Environment with Words

Environmental Print



Teaching 

Individual Words



STAR Instructional Sequence

Source: NCSE 'Supporting Talk Time'.



Words learned from 

everyday experience

Some learners may 

need explicit instruction

1. Select Words for Instruction

Tier 1: warm, dog, tired, walk  



Tier 1 Vocabulary

What Tier 1 words 

would you teach?



Low frequency in everyday use.

Subject specific words.

Learnt when need arises and in 

context.

Tier 2: ferocious, fortunate, repel  

Tier 3: photosynthesis, staccato, peninnsula

1. Select Words for Instruction 



Tier 3 Vocabulary

What Tier 3 words 

would you teach?



Appear frequently in texts read 

with/by pupils.

Less commonly used in 

conversations.

Children have some conceptual 

understanding of the words.

Tier 2: ferocious, ravenous, astonished

1. Select Words for Instruction



Tier 2 Vocabulary

What Tier 2 words 

would you teach?



Criteria for Selecting Words for Direct 
Instruction

Is the word 
essential for 

comprehending 
the text?

Could the 
children use 

context to infer 
the meaning?

Does it represent 
a specific 

concept children 
need to know?

Will the word be 
useful outside of 

the specific 
context?

Can it help with 
understanding 
other words?

Can the word be 
used in multiple 

contexts?



Motivation and Choice



How Many Words to Teach?

Stage 1 Stage 2

4 per week 6 per week

NCCA, 2019

Suggested Number of Words for Intensive 

Instruction



2. Teach

Direct Instruction

Brief Explanation

Infer Meaning



Preparing for Direct Instruction



Preparing for Direct Instruction

Grateful

Create a child-friendly definition of the target word



Preparing for Direct Instruction

A feeling that you want to 

thank someone because 

have done something nice 

for you.

Create a child-friendly definition of the target word



Preparing for Direct Instruction

Create a child-friendly definition of the target word



Give the children opportunities to use 

the words in context.

Which would…?

Sentence Stems

Choices

Example / Non- Example



Which would you be grateful 

for?

A cold drink on a sunny day.

A hot drink on a sunny day.

Ike the dog thought it was 

ridiculous that he was asked to roll 

over.

What else would be ridiculous for 

a dog to be asked to do?

Target words: grateful, complaining

If the teacher said you had no homework 

today, would you be grateful or 

complaining?

(Beck, Mc Keon and Kucan., 2013)

Give the children opportunities to use 

the words in context.

If you hear me say something that you 

would be grateful for, say grateful.

If you hear me say something that you 

wouldn’t be grateful for, say how rude.



Visual Organisers

Target 
Word

Synonym

Sentence

Examples

Picture

Non-
Examples

Antonym Definition Characteristics

Non-Examples Examples

Frayer Model 

Target Word



angry

livid

Word Cline

cross



Ar buile

Feargach

Crosta

Fána Focal



3. Activate Word Knowledge



Grateful

Fortunate
Disappear

Shimmering

3. Activate Word Knowledge



3. Activate Word Knowledge



3. Activate Word Knowledge

Source: NCSE Activities for Vocabulary Development

https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Activities-for-Vocabulary-Development-1.pdf


4. Review and Maintain Words

Words taken down from 

the word wall can be 

added to a word pot and 

reviewed every so often.

Create opportunities for 

children to use the target 

words.

Children can record new 

words in a word journal 

and use to support their 

reading and writing.

Our secret 

password 

is amazed.



Maintaining Words Outside the 
Classroom

Encourage children to bring in evidence of 

target words they saw, heard or used outside 

the classroom.

Ask children to identify or create a situation that 

could be described by a target word outside the 

classroom.

Share target words with parents 

Nominate a Word Wizard of the Week.



STAR Instructional Sequence

Source: NCSE 'Supporting Talk Time'.



Teaching Word Learning 

Strategies



Word Learning Strategies

• Explicitly teach prefixes, suffixes and root words.

Using Word Parts

• Read the surrounding words and sentences to look for context clues. 
Try out your inferences to see if it makes sense.

Using Context

• This could include asking a classmate, teacher or parent for help or 
using a dictionary.

Consulting a Reference



help
helps

helping
helped
helpful

helpless
helper

unhelpful

Sample Morphology Instructional Sequence 
(Goldup, 2010)
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Sample Morphology Instructional Sequence 
(Goldup, 2010)



Sample Morphology Instructional Sequence 
(Goldup, 2010)



Developing Word Learning Strategies



Developing Word Learning Strategies

“Tele”

The root word “tele” comes from Greek 
and means “far off” or “at a distance” .
It is used in words like television, 
telephone
and telescope.



Developing Word Learning Strategies



Developing Word Learning Strategies



Developing Word Learning Strategies



Developing Word Learning Strategies



Developing Word Learning Strategies



Developing Word Learning Strategies



Exploring Words

The Dutch The French The Vikings 

Exploring Words-Etymology

66

ph

https://www.etymonline.com/
https://www.wordhippo.com/
https://www.neilramsden.co.uk/spelling/matrix/
https://www.wordhippo.com/
https://www.etymonline.com/


Provide Rich and 

Varied Language 

Learning 

Experiences

Source: The Literacy Bug

https://www.theliteracybug.com/journal/2015/18/3/getting-to-the-rough-ground-of-language-and-literacy-learning-through-the-language-experience-approach


Source: The Literacy Bug

https://www.theliteracybug.com/journal/2015/18/3/getting-to-the-rough-ground-of-language-and-literacy-learning-through-the-language-experience-approach






Source: The Literacy Bug

https://www.theliteracybug.com/journal/2015/18/3/getting-to-the-rough-ground-of-language-and-literacy-learning-through-the-language-experience-approach


Describing Bubble

72

Texture

Doing

Position

I think…

In my opinion…

Shape

Number

Colour

Size

Stephen Graham, 2020



Bolgán Cur síos

Ceapaim…

Dar liom…
Uimhir/

líon

Méid

Dath

CruthUigeacht

Ag 

Déanamh

Suíomh

Stephen Graham, 2020





Expanding Sentences

Theme

Spiders

Describing Words

Hairy

Scary

Black

Sneaky

Horrible

Long-legged

Verbs

Climb

Hide

Lurk

Creep

Bite

Sleep

Places

In the garden

Inside the light shade

In their webs

In the bathroom



Access to a Variety of Texts



Access to a Variety of Texts

Source: Two Writing Teachers

https://twowritingteachers.org/2022/12/15/the-picture-word-inductive-model-a-strategy-for-developing-vocabulary-and-language/


Source: Rooted Linguistics

Access to a Variety of Texts

https://www.valentinaesl.com/blog/using-pictures-to-promote-language-development


Assessment



Self and Peer Assessment Rubric

Assessment



Assessment

Create a jeopardy game

https://jeopardylabs.com



Assessment

Foster motivation by 

providing choice in 

how to demonstrate 

knowledge of target 

words

Motivation and Choice



Fostering Word 

Consciousness

Teaching Individual 

Words

Teach Word Learning 

Strategies

Provide Rich and Varied 

Language Learning  

Experiences

A Four-Part Vocabulary Framework
(Graves, 2016)



Reflection



Resources:

Online 

Teacher's Toolkit





Míle Buíochas
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