Task 1: Sketch of beach and depositional features:
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Overview of the Day

Session Time Content
Session 1 |09:30 - 10:45 |« Understanding the Outdoor Classroom
* The Outdoor Classroom and Junior Cycle
Geography
« Supporting all learners
Break 10:45 - 11:00
Session 2 | 11:00 - 13:00 |« Qutdoor Classroom Survey
 Discussing Survey Results
* Planning an Outdoor Classroom Experience
L unch 13:00 — 14:00
Session 3 | 14:00 - 15:30 |« Transition Year Statement

* TY Geography and the Outdoor Classroom
* Planning a TY module
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Session 1
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Learning Intentions

* Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom
can enable students to think like geographers

* To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to
support all learners

* To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for
fleldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition
Year Geography
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What does the Outdoor
Classroom mean to you?
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Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors
National Outdoor Recreation Strategy 2023-2027

y?' Rialtas na hEireann
!;Jx‘,;“j’ Government of Ireland
2

Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors
National Outdoor

Recreation Strategy
2023-2027

 Relevance and benefits of the
outdoors to teaching and learning

* Explores the incorporation of
outdoor and nature-based
learning into the curriculum
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The Outdoor Classroom

“Learning outside the classroom is important for all

young people if they are to connect with their local

place, find a relevance for the classroom-based learning
and develop a meaningful understanding of what
environment really means.”

(Living and Learning outside the classroom — fieldwork. Turney, A. 2009.)
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The
Continuum of
Learning
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(Primary Curriculum Framework,
NCCA, 2023, p.15)
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Social and Environmental Education

Strands and Elements

Environment Exploration of

People, Place ,
and Sustainable

Living

Our World

and Space

(Draft Social and Environmental Education
Curriculum SpeCiﬁcation; NCCA1 20241 p8 ) Tac leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional

Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders
Scoile agus Muinteoiri and Teachers




The Outdoor Classroom

» Places students at the centre of the
educational experience

» EXperiences that are engaging and
enjoyable

* Enables students to become
geographically literate

(Junior Cycle Geography Specification, NCCA, 2017, p.5) T s 20 g Supporting the Professiona
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Scoile agus Mai t and Teachers




Junior Cycle Key Skills

What opportunities does
the Outdoor Classroom
I provide for developing

\ y ~SELs Junior Cycle Key Skills?




Junior Cycle Key Skills

KEY

SKILLS

MANAGING

STAYING
WELL

INFORMATION

& THINKING

 Learning to work with others
* Freedom to think outside the box
* More mature attitude to learning

* Opportunities for students to
communicate

» Development of numeracy &
literacy

» Supports mental health & wellbeing
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What aspects of geography can
you see from where you are?




* 10% of what we READ

+ 20% of what we HEAR

\ + 30% of what we SEE
X

\

\
\ * 50% of what
\ we SEE & HEAR

\
Participating in a Discussion N * 70% of what
Giving a Talk . weSAY

~ 0O >
1!

* 90% of what i
we SAY & DO

Source: Edgar Dale (1969)




Planning and Preparation
for the Outdoor Classroom

\ =~ ¥

Weather
Conditions

' g

Location

‘..,ﬁ:?

Risk
Assessment

Class
Management

Time
Management

Inclusion

Yo

Equipment
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Ordnance Survey Symbols - Four Figure Grid Reference

e T Sample_
: Map Reading
o Vocabulary
- e Card
e & Grid
# %, so Reference

Instructions: Draw the following OS Map Symbols in the correct Grid Square using the grid references shown C
v Airport a r

M1733 v | Garda Station M1830 L | Picnic Site M1834 P
M2132 v /| Viewpoint M 2131 . | Post Office M2233 Nature Reserve
M 1934 %" | Parking M 1530 v~ | Camping Site M 1631 L Cycle Route P 6

-
#|

Supporting the Professional
Learning of School Leaders

and Teachers

Tac leis an bhFoghlaim

Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi
Scoile agus Muinteoiri




Oide

RECREATION =3

RESIDENTAL (458
Sample

Vocabulary
Board & Cards

RELIGIOUS
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Draw a diagram of a soil
profile in your local area

Draw a graph to show
the proportion of each of
the main ingredients of
soil

1=

Create a list of different
soil types. Work in pairs
to describe each soil type

=)/

Research how soils have
influenced the
development of your local
area

3

Create 5 questions on the
different soil types in
your local area

Create a brain dump
showing everything you
know about the different
soil types in your local
area

. D‘
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Shared Experience

What strategies do you use to include
students of all abilities in your Outdoor
Classroom?
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Supporting all learners

Myth
Exceptionally able

learners will always do well
whatever the circumstances and
don’t need SEN provision.

Reality

Exceptionally able learners have problems like any other
learner. They may have learning disabilities which they
can hide and this makes it harder for them to excel. They
may appear to do well on their own but as time passes,
they may find it harder and harder to excel.

(Adapted from: NCCA Exceptionally
Able Students Draft Guidelines
fOF TeaCherS, 2007, p 4 &. 5) Tac leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional
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Supporting all learners

“gifted learners need an
appropriately differentiated
curriculum designed to address
their individual characteristics,
needs, abilities and interests”

(Differentiating Curriculum for Gifted Students. Berger Davidson,
Sandra. 1991)
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Supporting all learners
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xu0lr63NngqTwyFOPQZjrwUI8VvQ2wEe4XYBwvjfFLU/edit#gid=0

Supporting all learners

4 )) Immersive Readers

1] Office 365
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What aspects of Junior Cycle
Geography would you feel
confident to take to the
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Outdoor Classroom?
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End of Session 1
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Session 2
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Learning Intentions

* Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom
can enable students to think like geographers

* To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to
support all learners

* To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for
fleldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition
Year Geography




P.10& 11
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The Outdoor Classroom

Oide

Use this Survey to work with your Geography Department to investigate aspects of
Local Geography for the Outdoor Classroom.

You will be asked to draw a field sketch as part of this survey.

Where is your school?

[ ]
M O d eI I I n g Input your school’s eircode or use the map to locate your school.

Edinburgh
.

/

Belfast
-

use of i

> Birmingham
< .

Cardiff L'ondon
° .

S u r V ey 1 2 3 Carthstar Geographics | Esn UK, Csn, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS T Powered by Esri

No geometry captured yet.

What rock type is present in this area?

Please select

Describe this rock type
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https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/721046411b554db8b92a6e73a35e30d4

Survey Results
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What soil type is present in this area? Column Bar Pie Map

Modelling

@ Other

@ Brown Earth

Survey

Gley

o Peaty

Results

Hide table Other response v Empty categories || Sort
Answers Percentage
Other 66.67%

Brown Earth 33.33%
Podzol 0%
Gley 0%
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https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/721046411b554db8b92a6e73a35e30d4

Teacher Activity: Designing an outdoor
classroom experience

: Plan your
{ Outdoor

22> Classroom
S\ Learner Experience




Modelling
the

Padlet
Activity

¥ Designing your Outdoor Classroom

Example

Aim: Design an Outdoor
Classroom experience on
soils for Junior Cycle
Geography Students

Learner Experience

m o for a

Breakout group 1

Aim:

Breakout group 2

Aim:

Breakout group 3

Aim:

Student Cohort: 15t Year Group
Aspect of geography: So's

Unit of Learning Title: Sol: An

Essential Resource for Life

r5 attacting
ation and arigin of rural and

Iraland

Student Cohort:

Aspect of goography:

Unit of Learning Title:

LO's:

Student Cobort:

Aspoct of gaography

Unit of Learning Title:

LO's:

Student Cohort:

Aspect of goography:

Unit of Leaming Title

LO's

Step 1:
How would you plan for the
Qutdoor Classroom?

Step 1:
How would you plan for the
Outdoor Classroom?

Step 1:
How would you plan for the
Outdoor Classroom?

How would you plan for the
Outdoor Classroom?

Site
Equipment.
Geographical Skills:

Methods of Gathering Data:

Site:
Equipment:
Geographical Skills:

Mathods of Gathering Data:

Site
Equipment
Geographical Skills:

Methods of Gathering Data:

Step 2:
How would you gather the Data?

Step 2:
How would you gather the Data?

Step 2:
How would you gather the Data?

Site: Schoal Grounds

Data to be collected:

Data to be collected:

Data to be collected:

Tac leis an bhFoghlaim Supporting the Professional

Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi  Learning of School Leaders

Scoile agus Muinteoiri and Teachers



https://padlet.com/jct2/designing-your-outdoor-classroom-learner-experience-e7sh0yyngwik8kfl
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End of Session 2
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Session 3
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Learning Intentions

* Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom
can enable students to think like geographers

* To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to
support all learners

* To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for
fleldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition
Year Geography




What do you currently do with
your Transition Year Geography
students?




Purpose of the Transition Year
Programme Statement

* Puts the focus on the
developmental and learning "
needs of students .

* Schools have autonomy and
flexibility within certain
parameters

» Guide schools on how to
develop their TY Programme p.15>

® | AnRoinn Oideachais
g Department of Education

(Transition Year Programme Statement, NCCA, 2024, p.7
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Developing a | ‘ Oide
Transition
Year

Programme

Being a Learner: students build
on previous experiences,
embracing opportunities and
strategies for learning that work
best for them.

(Transition Year Programme Statement, NCCA, 2024, p.10)
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« Knowledge, skills, values & dispositions

e Linked & combined

COMPETENCIES

IN SENIOR CYCLE o o V|S|b|e

* Meaningful connections

» Support student learning >
P. 15

(Key competencies in senior cycle,, NCCA, 2024, pgs. 1 & 2)
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Transition Year Rationale

 Time, space and autonomy

*  Enjoyable and meaningful S
educatlonal expenences Programme Statement

« Capacity to respond
* Inclusive of all students

Flexible collaborative approach to
planning

(Transition Year Programme Statement, NCCA, 2024, p.7
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Reflecting on the Outdoor Classroom
& Transition Year Geography

* How would you incorporate the Outdoor
Classroom into Transition Year
Geography for your students?




Teacher Activity:

Planning a TY

Outdoor Classroom
Geography Module

Click here to enter TY Module Title

Overview: [The overview is a short siatement Related Learning: How the leaming finks back
deseribing the TY madule. it should) to Junior Cycle and forward to the Leaving Certificate
and with other TY modules.)

Cross- Curricular Links:

Learning Outcomes: (Brief, clear, spesific statements of the knowledge, understandings, skills, values, and
attitedes which it is expected students, will be able to demonstrate 33 3 25yl of the leamning associsted with the
madule.}

Key Competencies & Skills: (The types of skils that students will encounter through participating in the
madule.)

Tac leis an bhFoghlaim
Ghairmidil i measc Ceannairi
Scoile agus Muinteoiri
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Teacher Activity

Urban Study ; Economic Activity
rban Water Pollution Enviranmental| Impack

Statistics
Staidrimh Office

An = genual é \
Phriomh-Oifig Otr:flllésen:s \epo/

scoilnet maps A ity S 2 scoilnet maps %

Staidrimh

Survey 123 Ted Ed Newspaper cso

Land Use Urbanisation Infographics

Article
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAGDbgm5UUg/xXhy9tXMmErFrEmWUsmfNA/view?utm_content=DAGDbgm5UUg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor

haring of Geography Resources

‘Padlet

Oide « Tm
Geography Resources

Strand 2: Exploring

how we interact Strand 3: Exploring
Strand 1: Exploring  * with the physical people, place and
the physical world world change TY Resources E Other resources

L Bemsone 5= v ead Disability, Hea? *
o 022 and Carers

maps.scoilnet.ie

,"»

TouriSm i'nsight

tourisminsightie  £3rsite et T
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https://padlet.com/jct2/geography-resources-xw3qvrds6xweyvb

Reflection Questions for Discussion (

*What are the benefits of using the
Outdoor Classroom with your
geography students?

*\What challenges do you foresee using
the Outdoor Classroom with your
geography class?

* Consider how the Outdoor Classroom
will enhance your students' skills set for
life.




Learning Intentions

* Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom
can enable students to think like geographers

* To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to
support all learners

* To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for
fleldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition
Year Geography
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End of Session 3
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Find out more:

olde.le/post-primary
X

info@oide.ie / School support

S oide.ie/apply-
eolas@oide.le | ) o now/schools/

@oide_Geography

Supporting the Professional
eannairi  Learning of School Leaders
and Teachers




Oide
Post Primary
mailing list
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Thank you
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