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Overview of the Day
Session Time Content

Session 1 09:30 – 10:45 • Understanding the Outdoor Classroom

• The Outdoor Classroom and Junior Cycle 

Geography

• Supporting all learners

Break 10:45 – 11:00

Session 2 11:00 – 13:00 • Outdoor Classroom Survey

• Discussing Survey Results

• Planning an Outdoor Classroom Experience

Lunch 13:00 – 14:00

Session 3 14:00 – 15:30 • Transition Year Statement

• TY Geography and the Outdoor Classroom

• Planning a TY module



Session 1



Learning Intentions 

• Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom 
can enable students to think like geographers​

• To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to 
support all learners 

• To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for 
fieldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition 
Year Geography 



What does the Outdoor 
Classroom mean to you?



Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors
National Outdoor Recreation Strategy 2023-2027

• Relevance and benefits of the 
outdoors to teaching and learning

• Explores the incorporation of 
outdoor and nature-based 
learning into the curriculum



“Learning outside the classroom is important for all 

young people if they are to connect with their local 

place, find a relevance for the classroom-based learning 

and develop a meaningful understanding of what 

environment really means.”

(Living and Learning outside the classroom – fieldwork. Turney, A. 2009.)

The Outdoor Classroom



The 
Continuum of 
Learning 



Social and Environmental Education

(Primary Curriculum Framework, 

NCCA, 2023,  p.15 )



Social and Environmental Education

(Draft Social and Environmental Education

Curriculum Specification, NCCA, 2024,  p.8 )



The Outdoor Classroom

• Places students at the centre of the 

educational experience

• Experiences that are engaging and 

enjoyable 

• Enables students to become 

geographically literate

(Junior Cycle Geography Specification, NCCA, 2017,  p.5 )



Junior Cycle Key Skills

What opportunities does 
the Outdoor Classroom 
provide for developing 
Junior Cycle Key Skills? 



Junior Cycle Key Skills

• Learning to work with others

• Freedom to think outside the box

• More mature attitude to learning

• Opportunities for students to 
communicate

• Development of numeracy & 
literacy

• Supports mental health & wellbeing



What aspects of geography can 
you see from where you are?



• Gain Knowledge and Skills 

• Learn by doing

• Accessible to all

• Higher order thinking

• Memorable experiences

Why use the Outdoor Classroom?

(Adapted from ”Fieldwork”, Geographical Association, 2024.) 17



18
P. 5



Sample 

Map Reading 

Vocabulary 

Card

& Grid 

Reference 

Card
P. 6



Sample 
Vocabulary 

Board & Cards

P. 6



Choice 
Boards

P. 6



Shared Experience

What strategies do you use to include 

students of all abilities in your Outdoor 

Classroom?



Exceptionally able learners have problems like any other 

learner. They may have learning disabilities which they 

can hide and this makes it harder for them to excel. They 

may appear to do well on their own but as time passes, 

they may find it harder and harder to excel.

Reality
Exceptionally able

learners will always do well 

whatever the circumstances and 

don’t need SEN provision.

Myth

(Adapted from: NCCA Exceptionally 

Able Students Draft Guidelines 

for Teachers, 2007, p. 4 & 5) 

Supporting all learners



Supporting all learners 

“one of the most intriguing and 
often frustrating puzzles is why 

some bright students never 
reach the level of success of 
which they seem so capable”

(Motivation and Gifted students: Implications of theory and research. 
Clinkenbeard, Pamela R. 2012)

“gifted learners need an 
appropriately differentiated 

curriculum designed to address 
their individual characteristics, 
needs, abilities and interests”

(Differentiating Curriculum for Gifted Students. Berger Davidson, 
Sandra. 1991)



Supporting all learners

P. 8

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xu0lr63NngqTwyFOPQZjrwUI8VvQ2wEe4XYBwvjfFLU/edit#gid=0


Supporting all learners

Immersive Readers 



What aspects of Junior Cycle 
Geography would you feel 
confident to take to the 
Outdoor Classroom?



End of Session 1



Session 2



Learning Intentions 

• Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom 
can enable students to think like geographers​

• To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to 
support all learners 

• To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for 
fieldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition 
Year Geography 



Teacher Activity: Outdoor Classroom 
Survey

P. 10 & 11



Modelling 

use of 

Survey 123

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/721046411b554db8b92a6e73a35e30d4


Survey Results



Modelling 

Survey 

Results

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/721046411b554db8b92a6e73a35e30d4


Teacher Activity: Designing an outdoor 
classroom experience

P. 12 & 13



Modelling 

the 

Padlet

Activity

https://padlet.com/jct2/designing-your-outdoor-classroom-learner-experience-e7sh0yyngwik8kfl


End of Session 2



Session 3



Learning Intentions 

• Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom 
can enable students to think like geographers​

• To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to 
support all learners 

• To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for 
fieldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition 
Year Geography 



What do you currently do with 
your Transition Year Geography 
students?



Purpose of the Transition Year 
Programme Statement

• Puts the focus on the 
developmental and learning 
needs of students

• Schools have autonomy and 
flexibility within certain 
parameters

• Guide schools on how to 
develop their TY Programme P.15

(Transition Year Programme Statement, NCCA, 2024,  p.7)



Developing a 
Transition 

Year 
Programme

Being a Learner: students build 

on previous experiences, 

embracing opportunities and 

strategies for learning that work 

best for them.

(Transition Year Programme Statement, NCCA, 2024,  p.10)



Key Competencies in Senior Cycle

• Knowledge, skills, values & dispositions

• Linked & combined

• Visible 

• Meaningful connections 

• Support student learning
P. 15

(Key competencies in senior cycle,, NCCA, 2024,  pgs. 1 & 2)



Transition Year Rationale 

• Time, space and autonomy

• Enjoyable and meaningful 
educational experiences

• Capacity to respond 

• Inclusive of all students 

• Flexible collaborative approach to 
planning

(Transition Year Programme Statement, NCCA, 2024,  p.7)



Reflecting on the Outdoor Classroom 
& Transition Year Geography 

•How would you incorporate the Outdoor 
Classroom into Transition Year 
Geography for your students?



Teacher Activity: 
Planning a TY 
Outdoor Classroom 
Geography Module 

P.17-19



Teacher Activity

P. 20

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGDbgm5UUg/xXhy9tXMmErFrEmWUsmfNA/view?utm_content=DAGDbgm5UUg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


Sharing of Geography Resources 

P. 23

https://padlet.com/jct2/geography-resources-xw3qvrds6xweyvb


Reflection Questions for Discussion​

•What are the benefits of using the 
Outdoor Classroom with your 
geography students?​

•What challenges do you foresee using 
the Outdoor Classroom with your 
geography class?

•Consider how the Outdoor Classroom 
will enhance your students' skills set for 
life.

P. 24 



Learning Intentions 

• Understand how engaging in the Outdoor Classroom 
can enable students to think like geographers​

• To design for an Outdoor Classroom Experience to 
support all learners 

• To build teacher confidence in engaging & planning for 
fieldwork in the Outdoor Classroom through Transition 
Year Geography 



End of Session 3



Find out more:

oide.ie/post-primary

@oide_Geography
info@oide.ie / 
eolas@oide.ie

School support
oide.ie/apply-

book-now/schools/



Oide 
Post Primary 
mailing list



Thank you
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